cyan 

Oe beri 

oat 

DEAE AS a tert oat tat ita 
eae 

bh 


4 
‘ 


aga’. 
Md 4 

toa 

Aide 
Mite 
def 


H 
32f 


Otyt gate 
teint 
oe Otiegtetes 
tei, 
aut! 
ayer 
’ 
‘ 
f 
“aie 
erie 
‘ 
uu 


1% 


i 
loth 
tetatote 
pert 
ite 
A 
He 


seetnee 
i 


Sad 


t 


ater yt 


a 


the 
iets, 


ate 
a 


aye 
bes 
hss 
pte 
ha 
Molata tee 
aetatet 


a 


supett 
ae ek 


UTretin ae 4bible 


Petaey 
vee wale hetat eta 


jove 

viet 

vee 
My 


i 


ae eee eee 


. 
a 


Auyetatet 
nee 


Notes 


nt 
i 
ats 


° 
4 


“a 
h 
4 


4 


petapara? 
a dint 


{3 
118) 

t + 
aaa 
din! 


ehadhly tay 
“bate 


ie 
alt 
4 feb 
oh. 


Noaytaraty 


pete ed abe Merete 
‘ot 


edeprbosbinsesot prety taiot 


ear 
Hdlaty 


fy rea k eit 


iad 


Terriers ey 
shied iegts 


eeeteayy sas 


’ 


$ 


ee eet 


ny 
i 
as 
% 


+] 
: 
a ate 


repre 
f 


i 
ath ’ 
tine 
Sgtte 
Tyatit) 
1s 


"8 
> Sted 


ia 
i 
Ss? 
ta 
at 


moa 


1 P45 


i 


rt 
aut 
‘ 


O} 
"Viytdiver 


wi 
ert 
6) df 92, 


! 


79) argh 


4 


7 


92 


wt 
hat 

Bae 
icy 
wht 
4-8 


oe 
” 


“bebes 


aaa Ths 
\ 

Serkan ds 
hin 
aah 


re sys 
‘ 


* 
eoyatse 
vr 

oa 


FUTe dy bean ey deve 


LIRTSNAMEAL be bE hi 


wera 
(4 


nt, 


Aya 


oyyestaes 
‘ 


By 
ay ¢ 
9 i 
. 
2) 


aig 


i$ 

at ye 
‘ay 
“4 


| 
Pre tiaars 


ee 


cave gee ybar 


so rhasg 


en SoS Teg ce ane See : =. 
Ot OAT Aer watt PIS Lor 


uM 
i) 
| Re 


Nema a meen, oan geome einen ane 


ey 
i 
4 


pie? 


Paty; 
vse che 


st gh 


srseats tar @abalaes 
i 


3 
tate, 


nt 


; Aghdes 


tar) 
“Ve 
Reh ie 


js? 


Guy 


Set sgt: 
Nah 


ad 


ee ee ae 


Sop 55 te. 


ius: 
A i Le i 
ms 1 OY, 77 x 
WN oe ee 


~ J 
= 
a 
— 
ire 


i f 4 . 
ey: 
; 4 a .) 
" 
q B 
ss rs 
¥ 


- 
ae 


caer 


v 


ee 
Vi 
3 


ee 
7) 
= 


= 
:. 
ee 
P 


7- 


oz 
= 


ets v oe 
a 
~ 
_ 
o 
aes 
} 
é 
4 
- 
- 


ALLEN COUNTY II LIBRA 


NT {hy 


a7 


, 


i 


iy i na 


/ 
Lohind These (fears 


ro 
® @ be oe be 
Wweemerory 
‘\2e19 
\ a! be 
\ g © 9 
OS, b 
99, 
0%, 
‘90 A 
\ ‘9 \ 
\ 9 \ sy 
1 92 fe) 
‘es ee 
9 3 
93> 


The Story of the first One Hundred Years 


of the 
First Presbyterian Church 
si 
Davenport, lowa_ 
29R 
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That Christ might dwell, a 


living presence, at the city’s 


heart 
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DEDICATION 


The First Presbyterian Church of Davenport is the 


lengthened shadow of a thousand men and women who 
prayed and sacrificed that Christ might dwell, a living 
presence, at the city’s heart. To them these pages are 
gratefully dedicated. 3 


For all the saints, who from their labors rest, 
Who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. 


Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their Might; 
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight; 
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 


O may thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold. 


—William W. How 
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The Rev. Alfred Samuel 
Nickless, D.D., Pastor since 
1935. The demand for him 
as a speaker on religious, 
educational, civic and good 
will programs is a tribute to 
the esteem in which he is 
held in the city as well as 
the church. 


The First Presbyterian Church of Davenport, at Kirkwood Boule- 
vard and lowa Street, is the crowning achievement of the builders 
who have ever extended their vision to see the opportunities for a 
living, growing church. For forty years it has stood as a benedic- 
tion in a quiet residential neighborhood on the hilltop. 
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Lights! They gather up the wandering thoughts and 
shed their rays of peace and hope upon the troubled 
soul. A score of tiny flames point upward to one soft 
light, which, burning day and night, reminds the wor- 
shiper of Him who is ever present to help in time of 
need. The ageless saints, in Byzantine simplicity, join in 


adoration of Him. 
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In the twilight hush of the sanctuary, for twoscore 
years, men and women have gathered beneath this dome 
to mingle their voices of praise and supplication. Under 
the great, spreading arms of the Cross, designed upon 
the vaulted ceiling, they have dedicated their lives to 
the God of Righteousness. 
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Everybody, sing! 


Oscar Leonard 
Gustafson, 


Minister of Music 
since 1931. 


The Christmastide decorations include the light of 
scores of candles, as well as many evergreen trees. Each 
Sunday the floral arrangements, under the direction of 
Mrs. P. T. Burrows and Mrs. Oliver Murray, add to the 


impressiveness of the worship service. 
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The story of the Christ Child lives anew in the pageant pre- 
sented each year on the Sunday afternoon before Christmas, under 
the direction of Miss Zarges. A sense of the sanctity of the home 
is fostered by the reverent portrayal of the Holy Family. The hearts 
of young and old thrill to the worship of the lowly shepherds with 
their live sheep, and the treasures laid on the altar by the three 
wise men. 


Scene from the annual Candlelight Festival. 
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The Candlelight Service that ushers in the Christmas Season has 
become a tradition in the First Church. In the festive radiance of 
a thousand candles, the five choirs carol the message of Peace and 
Good Will. The eager throng that joins in the worship of this serv- 
ice each year is an eloquent expression of the community's appre- 
ciation. 
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Oscar L. Gustafson revising the choir roll. 


Members of the junior choirs earn 
honors by perfect attendance. Helen 
Nickless receives the silver cross at the 
hands of Margaret Looney Spore. 
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Mrs. Fern Wren, 


ist 


Miss Grace E. Smith, Organ 


Oscar L. Gustafson, Minister of Mus 


Mrs. R. E. Beedee, Choir Mother. 


The Choir Ensemble which sang at the Thanksgiving Sunday service, November 26, 1939. .The Rev. Alfred 
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THE MINISTRY OF MUSIC 


Oscar L, Gustafson, Minister of Music 


Miss Grace E. Smith, Organist 
Laurance M. Smith, Assistant Organist 
William L. Heysinger, Senior Librarian 


Richard Bartel 
Mildred Colby 
Mrs. Alton Collins 
Miriam Emeis 
Laverne Flambo 
Mrs. Arthur Flint 
Alice Haas 
Ashley Hensley 
Wm. L. Heysinger 


Dorothy Alkire 
Adelaide Arndt 
William Bailey 
Phyllis Barsel 
Dorothy Beintema 
Pauline Berger 
Richard Bordwell 
Robert Bowers 
Virginia Challis 
Ruby Chisel 

’ Marilyn Davis 


Evalyn Bates 
Mary Bordwell 
Barbara Chartier 
Patsy Chesebro 
Yvonne Evans 
Eloise Gaghagen 
Betty Goenne 
Evelyn Hage 
Maxine Holler 
Janet Hunt 


Raynard Ball 
Robert Bawden 
Robert Beckman 
Keith Chartier 
William Christiansen 
George Crawford 


Betty Ball 

Richard Barton 
Charlotte Bates 
Patsy Benhart 

Burr. Bordwell 
Martha Coleman 
Geraldine Collier : 
Lorna Collier 
Virginia Day 

Ardis DeKam 

Mary Louise DeKam 
Paul Dennis 

Betty Ann Denniston 
Ann Ervin 

Gerald Gaghagen 
Harold Greene 


Helen Hueckstaedt 
Elinor Johnson 

Norma Jones 

Phyllis Jones 

Mrs. Lawrence Kohler 
Fred Lambert 

‘Mrs. Fred Lambert 
Wanabelle Landry 
Shirley Lewis 


Mrs, Fern Wren, Accompanist 
Miss Lenore Gilbert, Accompanist 
Miss Marjorie Brickley, Accompanist 


Mrs. Roscoe E. Beedee, Choir Mother 
Senior Choir 


Howard Makeever 
Elizabeth Mast 
Dorothy McClanahan 
Howard McLaughlin 
Mrs. Donald McNab 
Jarmille Minard 
Robert Minard 
Ralph Morgan 

Ruth Overett 


Eventide Choir 


Betty Fischer . 

Arthur Gannett 
Richard Garner 
Allan Glaspell 
Mary Green 

Janet Howard 
Jennie Howard 


Mary Margaret James 


William Johnson 
Mary Johnston 
Audrey Kelly 
Glenelyn Lawless 


Donna Leatherman 
Martha Lightner 
Betty Livermore 
Barbara Maas 
Ruby Jane Moody 
Shirley Moore 
William Mulford 
Armilda Platner 
Robert Richardson 
Marcia Rozema 
Cyrus Spear 

Mary Ann Spillane 


Intermediate Girls’ A Capella Choir 


Margery Johnson 
Louise Johrston 
Dorothy Keller 
Elaine Kennard 
Betty Knecht 

Janice Larson 
Lorelie Larson 

Mary Louise Lathrop 
Beverly Lawless 
Lois Miller 


Elizabeth Ann Moody 
Virgene Pennewell 
Mary Lou Plambeck 
Jean Pollitz 

Mary Ellen Porter 
Carolyn Powell 
Dorothy Risse 

Jeanne Schlabach 
Carla Schmielau 
Margery Soladay 


Cathedral Singers 


Clemens Cunnick © 
Ronald Davis 
Donald Gaghagen 
Duane Grobman 
John Hatchitt 
Robert Jacobs 


Cecelian 


Darlene Griffith 
Beverly Jean Gustafson 
Joyce Gustafson 
Lennah Jane Hampton 
Jacqueline Hauschild 
Helen Havercamp 
Charles Hawley 

Mary Ann Hersom 
Judy Sue James 

Sally Kleinhen 
Dorothy Knecht 

Jack Lambrecht 
Marilyn Lambrecht 
‘Janis Larson 

Gwen Makeever 

Lois McCord 


Marvin Johnson 
Merlin Lee 

Bruce McGarvey 
William McLain 
Morris Rozema 


Carollers 


Claire Mcintosh 
Barbara Melby 
Betty Lou Meyer 
Delores Miller 
Dorothy Niemand 
Georgia Powell 
David Rindler 
Nellie Risse 
Marilyn Rosene 
Joan Runge 
Joyce Runge 
Molly Ryan 
Sally Ryan 

Joy Schick 
Beverly Shannon 
Francis Shawver 
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Walter Parker 

Mrs. LaVira Simonton 
Laurance Smith 

Mrs. Laurance Smith 
Ruth Smith 

Mrs. Guy Spore 
Eugene Springer 

Mrs. John’ H. True 
Frances Zoeckler 


Rose Margaret Spore 
Nancy Stephens 
Keith Townsend 
Jacqueline Urmy 
Jack Walker 
Dorothy Watson 
Jean Watson 
Travis Watson 
Delores Whistler 
Jean Williams 
Russel Zach 


Lois Steinhour 

Hope Swartzendruber 
Nancy Lee Turnbull 
Dorothy Vrooman 
Kay Wahle 

Virginia Weck 

Phyllis Whistler 
Marilyn Witt 

Ann Yeaton 

Evelyn Zach 


Richard Scholle 
Donald Shawver 
James Taylor 
Louis Yan Houten 
Robert Witt 

Jack Zoeckler. 


Barbara Smith 
Robert Swartzendruber: 
Catherine True 
Cathryn Turnbull 
Barbara Ward 
James Watt 

Don Wernentin 

Lois’ White 

Delores Wilkerson 
Geraldine Williamson 
Audrae Witt 

Joy Wren 

Patricia Wren 
Donna Zinger 

Sally Ann Zoeckler 
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Miss Grace E. Smith at the organ, has opened the praise service 


on Sunday mornings at the First Church for a dozen years. As the 
mighty organ of 2,600 pipes responds to her touch, she leads the 
choirs and the. congregational singing at the regular services, and 
also assists in the training of the singers. This new electrical organ 
was installed in 1924 to replace the old hand-pumped organ which 
was purchased for the Seventh Street Church in 1873. 


Entrance to the corridor that connects the Bible School 


Building with the Sanctuary. 
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GREETINGS 


to all members and friends of First Church, as the church 
we love enters upon its second century. The word that 
I would give you as your pastor is that which the Apostle 
gave to the church in Philippi, “And this I pray, that your 
love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and 
ull discernment; so that ye may approve the things that 
are excellent; that ye may be sincere and void of offense 
unto the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are through. Jesus Christ, unto the 


glory and praise of God.” 
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The Board of Trustees deals with all matters pertaining to 
the property and finances of the church. 


Back row (left to right): Parke T. Burrows, Albert R. Bawden, 
Maurice N. Richardson, Harry B. Betty. 


Front Row: George M. Bechtel, George W. Cable, Cable 
Yon Maur. 


Insets: Harry J. Lytle (absent), Fred Wyman (deceased). 


The Deacons care for the needy of the parish. 


Back row (left to right): Ernie C. Heuck, Harvey S. Bates, 
Arnold W. Meyer, Jerry Jager. 


Front row: W. H. Heiny, Wesley P. Ammerman, A. *, 
Danico, P. C. Cunnick. 
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The Romanesque entrance to the Bible School Build- 
ing. Through this portal hundreds of boys and girls come 


for religious education and week-day recreation. 


| 30 | 


| The Bible School Building erected in 1924 of brown brick trimmed 
: with brown stone to harmonize with the sanctuary (left). 


Miss Alfreda Zarges, Director of Religious Education and 


Young People's Work since 1926. Through her attention to 
unnumbered details, the Church School maintains a high 


standard of service. 
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GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH SCHOOL 


Back row: A. |. Naumann, Supt.; Richard Von Maur, Sec.; Harvey 
Bates, Asst. Treas.; Dr. A. S. Nickless, Pastor; L. J. Yaggy, Treas. 


Second row: Alfreda Zarges, Educational Director; Betty Wood, 
Church Nursery; Shirley Lewis, Sec.; Ardis Phillips, Enrollment Sec.; 
Mary Jager, Enrollment Sec.; Floyd Whitted, Inter. Supt. 


Front row (left to right): Jack Walker, Record Collector; Wana- 
belle Landry, Disc. Sec.; Mrs. Floyd Whitted, Cradle Roll Supt.; 


Bernice Eckman, Disc. Sec.; Ernie Heuck, Jr., Chr. Educational 


Council. 


Interior of the Bible School Auditorium with the: Intermediate 
Senior Department assembled for opening worship services. 
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KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT 


Back row: Mrs. John McKeague, Karl Gunstrom, Walter Andrews, Bruce 
Shawver, Don Wilbert, Billy Baxter, Keith Bates, Marilyn McKee, JoAnn Tyler, 
Tommy LeBuhn, Kathleen Nissen, Tommy Rowland, Jimmie Lindsay, Sonny Jager, 
Kenny Alford, Isabel Hoag, Robert Lines, Paul McLain. 

Fourth row: Mrs. Helen Jacobs, Donald Skinner, Elizabeth Parker, Nancy 
Acheson, Nonie Titus, Mary Lou Tornquist, Clair LaBarr, Philip LaBarr, Judy 
Benfer, Janet John, Mary Jane Barlow, Teddy Becker, Jane Tagge, Peggy Milota, 
LeRoy Turner, Billy McLaughlin, Franz McLaughlin. 


Third row: Jean Weston, Mrs. Jerry Jager, Nancy Wells, Phillip Lines, David 
Gensicke, Virginia Baker, Richard Turner, Jimmy Rasmussen, David Williams, 
Janice Crouse, Barbara Lewis, Marguerite Schultz, Nancy Lee Tiedeman, Ann 
Parker, Nancy Breckenridge, Beckie Chartier, Bill Neil. 

Second row: Genevieve Jacobs, Nancy Kruse, John Evans, Jimmie Gunstrom, 
Don Hoehn, Cynthia Kolb, John Jameson, Connie Conner, Christy Turner, Karol 
Rindler, Norma Jane White, Janet Cahoon, Susan Derry. 

Front row (left to right): Mrs. L. E. Milota, Mrs. Cecil F. Cook, Supt.; Janine 
Karll, Mary Katherine Overback, Mary Frank, Geraldine Hoard, Mary Ellis 
Campbell, Mary Ann Van Houten, Beverly Peterson, Shirley May Batten, Shirley 
Tornquist, Mary Carolyn Schurr, Judy Kunzman, Carol Miller, Susan Tate. 


PRE-NURSERY AND NURSERY DEPARTMENT 


Standing: Mrs. H. H. Voris, Mrs. C. Fred Miller, Elizabeth Ann Moody, 
Mrs. Will F. Hunt. 


Third row: Paula Jean Baker, Jo Ann Elkins, Sue Elkins, Lynn Makeever, 
.. .. .. .. Jon Erik Gustafson, Georgianna Paulsen, Buddy Van Brunt, 
.. Don Wagschal, Peter Richardson, Sieford Shultz. 

Second row: Don O'Brien, Freddie Hird, Mary Carole Hird, Ruth Baker, 
Eloise Weir, George Yan Houten, Mary Ann Whitted, John Ball, Thomas Edle- 
man, John Edleman. 

‘Front row (left to right): Bruce Williamson, Donna Lee Little, Carolyn Pen- 


nock, Nancy Sue Elerick, Bobby Leland, James Turnbull, James Porter, Judy 
Hill, Patricia Briggs, Beth Frank. 
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\ SENIOR DEPARTMENT 


} Back row: Charles Urmy, Arthur Parke, Wm. Weston, Wm. Shannon, Fred Hunt, Dick 
5 Nobis, Robert Doty, Bob Bowers, Bill Johnson, Kenneth Schlabach, Charles Witt, Merle 
| Van Epps. 

Fifth row: Jack Kronstedt, Delmar Ruth, Jack Quigg, Tom Nobis, Carrolton Cunnick, 
Don McDonald, Bill Betty, Fred Minard, Joe Kimmel, Kenneth Urmy, Harry Almond. 


Fourth row: Ruby Jane Moody, Janet Howard, Shirley Moore, Virginia Fidyke, Barbara 
t Horton, Adelaide Arndt, Jane Shipton, Armilda Platner, C. J.: Lundquist, Charles Munson. 
Third row: Martha Lightner, Donna Leatherman, Marcia Rozema, Marilyn Mulinaux, 
: Jean Rogers, Jean Watson, Jean Louise Thuenen, Mary Green, Virginia Challis, Fred 
Nordengren. 
Second row: Jenny Howard, Marjorie Ross, Delores Whistler, Mary Louise Zuill, Marilyn 
Davis, Betty Ann Frazier, Betty May Jones, Mary Soller, Dorothy Porter, Marian Miller, 
Rose Margaret Spore, Shirley Mason, Mrs. Chas. Whelpley. 
Front row (left to right): Marjorie Grove, Betty Wood, Betty Bowling, Glenelyn Law- 
less, Arline Melby, Betty Jane Tomson, Mrs. C. J. Ackerman, Mary Schmidt, Alice Marga- 
ret Halton, Betty Mae Platner, Mary Lou Bowers, Mary Jane Daniels, Ruth Rosene. 


1936906 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT i 


Back row: Norman Ringstrom, Reimer Knouse, Don Klein, Morris Munson. 


Fourth row: Henrietta Brownlie, Janice Buchwalter, Jean Hackett, Dorothy 
Pickerel, Dorothy Petersen. 


Third row: Patricia Baker, Carma Gruenau, Mary Johnston, Mary Watson, 
Marie Mass, Jeanne Paul, Charlotte Reimers, Stuart Cubbage. 


Second row: Ruthann Fries, Fern Dillig, Marian Frazier, Dorothy Ulrich, Doro- 
thy Witt, Betty Hage, Warren Booth. 


Front row (left to, right): Cyrus Spear, Ernie Heuck, Jr., Teacher; Robert Bates, 
Tom Overett, Bill Weck, John Innes, Wayne Arthur. 
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©. E. CLASS 


Back row: Ella Soenke, Mrs. Charles O. Greenlee, Mrs. Lucille Arnett, Thelma Holm, 
Roberta Ray, Mrs. Everett Gensicke, Leona Eckmann, O. E. Johnson, Teacher for 25 years; 


Mrs. W. Leroy Hoehn, Lucille Forrest, Mrs. Raymond John, Mrs. Ed Hoffmann, Mrs. E. W. 
Haefner, Mrs. Harold H. Beintema. 


Second row: Mrs. Charles W. Hoag, Mrs. Geo. R. Havercamp, Mrs. Robert Wren, 
Mrs. Clarence Moulder, Mrs. John Watt, Lucille Burianek, Bernice Eckmann, Mrs. H. L. 
Peterson, Norma Shado. 


Front row (left to right): Mrs. Earl Papenbrock, Mrs. Fred Hird, Dorothy Kroy, Mrs. 
Ray Knecht, Mrs. H. F. Engle, Grace Henley, Mary Strohbehn, Camilla Peto. 


DEO JUVANTE CLASS 


Back row: Virginia Quigg, Dorothy Horn, Alberta Lowenberg, Carolyn Zim- 
merman, Margaret Spore, Minnie Kistenmacher, Ann Speer, Naomi Whisler, 


Ethel McKee, Norma Salken, Augusta Westphal, Mary Catherine Weck, Ruth 
Overett, Lois Weston. 


Front row (left to right): Ethel Fries, Margaret Burkek: Ruby Liggett, Ruth 
Ferguson, Mrs. A. S. Nickless, Teacher; Edna Armstrong, Helen Van Sant, Mar- 
garet Richardson, Vera Kinzle, Alfreda Zarges, Evelyn Rasche. ; 


“gees & ; Ni ’ : a ¥ th}. “4 


Monta ieee | pny plriewiG ©. wha? iM eineod off3 ower apo? 


rene ‘ dH xt sertoce acter @ OO avo’) capes oilriened., trurae an yea ofadof  ~ 


oternttor! 82 ool adel Guofeyot it teaso4 ar ntyah yored Ww oes 


pormratnied HM Bien vari avid wealenti 
OM ,qmocwvot: 2 ca of poelt .W. whodd Po “wei epepet 


ceabmiod eotares. denver’ bite ak Pow ndol aw em pe eae aM 


your vite.od 


ov ~genvetet 


bukit bev Jn atietuaninlt ‘od .M hash ot tet) wer jaord. ‘? 
alii oo) wteaiove! pow ww a 0 ; gy bs 3M arent ; 


* 


4 


2¢ASO TTIVAVUL O30 


srudaowed oineuid snwlt yttowD pein oidigh¥, :wor ise08 
ween’ and rOroomrsohei a einai ovogé log rob ntemion 
odtod yield JtedleteeW siaguA nelle? cami oet%oM iedtt 


* 
a - 
- 
~— 


TS 


+ 
i ele 
—_s 
?- 


woteeW asics fier 


ydul redo teepeeM wold tedtd :[t4gir of thel) wor trot 
avliatt provteaihé othd odemeT 2zyeboiA .2 .A 2M poauered 
sdor98. ay\lavd 2tpreS pba wrniX o10¥ wosbyortsit teen 


7 reas ng Nii wr) eR. 


AMBASSADOR CLASS 
Back row: Mrs. G. M.. Kloppenburg, Mrs. L. Renner, 


, Mrs. C. Rundquis}, 


Mrs. M. Sparks, Mrs. G. V. Robinson, Mrs. W. Wissler, Mrs. tc. Grayson, Mrs. D. Van Brunt, 
Mrs. H. McLaughlin, Mrs. D. Heoley, Mrs. C. Findley, Mrs. M. Danielson, Mrs. W.. Purvis, 


Mrs. Loran Day. 


Front row (left to right): Don Healey, Charles Grayson, Waldo Wissler, Cliff Jordan, 
Maurice Sparks, G. VY. Robinson, L. Renner, Loran Day, Charles Whelpley, Dr. A. S., 
Nickless, Teacher; Dr. C. Findley, Wm. Purvis, Howard McLaughlin, D. Van Brunt. 


Whitlock, 


Stuehmer, 


Weise. 


FIDELIS CLASS 


McDonald 


1914 FIDELIS CLASS 
Back row: Lettie Dennis, Olive 


Mrs. G. §. Johnson, Alma 


Stafford, Eloise Cram, Lois Lockart. 


Front row (left to right): Alpha 
Walker Witt, Frances White, Vera 


Mary Finley Golden, May 
Bowling, . Hazel  Steffe 


Back row: Charlotte Carson, Cora Wilson, Mrs.-Stephenson, Elsa Wallace, Margaret 


West, Ethel Booth, Elizabeth Martin, Vera Stuehmer, Mrs. 
Ethel Lowry, Ella White, Mrs. Grant Rice. 


May Bowling, Mrs. Bea Burnette, 


Front row (left to right): Hazel Seltzer, Mrs. Ada Widdrington, Mrs. Dorothy Van Epps, 
Zula Wilson, Jennie Burton, Mrs. G. S$. Johnson, Teacher for 33 years; Alma Stafford, 


Pearl Shaw, Orra Kerr, Elizabeth Jones. 
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1938 A. K. BIBLE CLASS 


Back row (left to right): Stewart Cubbage, Walter Schwieder, Bob Wren, Matt Merrill, 
Gene McKown, W. L. Reynolds, Rod Van Scoy, Merle Yan Epps, Hobart Whitmore, E. J. 
Newel, Hale Engle, Bob Lewis, Lee Turnbull, C. J. Ackerman, Dick Hampton. 


Fifth row: Karl Madden, Ray Bossen, Ed. Hoffman, Don Acheson, Byron Kunzman, 
W. G. Percy, Norris Rider, Frank Osman, J. C. Arnett, Jr., Tom Harris, Jesse Day, H. H. 
Voris, Cliff Johnston, Roy Klove. 


Fourth row: Garwood Kleinhen, Dr. A. A. Plagman, Clarence Fowler, H. A. Searcy, 
H. H. Beintema, Dr. Theo. Tueckes, Bob Armil, George White, M. H. Jones, Chas. Par- 
mele, R. P. Nall, Ben Wells, Duane Leamer, LaVerne Flambo, Jerry Jager. 


Third row: Ernie Hueck, Dave Richardson, Theo. Lorenzen, Paul Krotzer, Merle Makeever, 
Ed. Hamann, Art Hoepner, Fay Goodland, Martin Leir, Charles Baker, Thad. Hays, John 
Wilson, Allan Stebbins. 


Second row: Ray Waln, W. R. Johnson, O. P. Millard, Harry Lane, H. R. Timmerman, 
Ab. Firth, Walter Parker, Earl Bowers, Allen Sass, Dr. J. C. Peart, Russ Meyer, John 
Baumann, William Falconer, Harvey Bates. 


Front row: H. E. Livermore, C. R. Tueffel, Dr. Harry Rosche, Finley McGinnis, Mervin 
Kerslake, C. A. Hulse, Bob Hornback, Dr. A. S. Nickless, Ben Zoeckler, Lew Milota, Arno 
Tagge, Howard Eckerman, Bob Lind, Lee Moorhead, Caesar Salato, Elmer Nordstrom, 
Elbert Ball, M. W. Heskett, Arnold Meyer, Don Shawver, Howard Makeever, Glenn 
Beavers, Paul Tornquist, N. E. Kennard, Al. Brickley, P. Hintze, Don Miller, N. H. Ring- 
strom, Harold Falconer, Harold Mizener, Floyd Whitted, William Kruse. 


WESTMINSTER CLASS 


Back row: Arthur Holstrom, Mrs. G. E. Senty, Mrs. Gould Jones, Mrs. N. B. 

Hage, P. C. Cunnick, Mrs. G. S. Pitchforth, George Innes, Teacher for 17 years; 

Lottie McGinnis, Mrs. Norman Ringstrom, Mrs. W. |. Walker, Mrs. Clifford Baxter, 
Mrs. Warren Porter, Clarence Schutter. 


Center row (seated): Mrs. P. C. Cunnick, Mrs. Leland Turnbull, Mrs. Blair 
Johnson, Mrs. E. C. Heuck, Mrs. P. H. McGinnis, Mrs. John Peart. 


| Front row (left to right): Harold McIntosh, Mrs. Harold Mclntosh, A. R. 
Scott, Mrs. Hamlet Hall, Mrs. Fred Shaw, Mrs. C. L. Reigel, Mrs. Fred Farns- 
worth, Mrs. J. Ross Lee, Mrs. Wallace Easson, N. B. Hage, Mrs. Clarence 
Schutter, Mrs. L. A. Block, Mrs. J. W. Henshaw, Mrs. C. W. Haefner, Mrs. 
R. G. Harder. 
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1938 BROTHERHOOD BIBLE CLASS 


Back row. (left to right): A. D. Hills, W. H. Ferren, Dr. C. H. Findley, F. W. Noack, 
L. A. McCleary, F. A. Forkner, Frank Lightner, 


Fifth row: Burdick N. Richardson, P. T. Burrows, Rev. M. E. Krotzer, J. T. Rath, F. S. 
Hutchison, Alfred Parsons, E. C. Heuck, C. A. Davis, H. W. Hubers, H. R. Lietz, C. E. 
Anderson, W. A. Carson. 


Fourth row: Dr. W. F. Hunt, J. H. Thuenen, W. E. Crawford, E. C. Beedee, A. E. Hunt- 
ley, W. |. Walker, S. H. Moorhead, H. W. Decker, T. J. Cowan, J. F. Welsh, T. O. 
Townsend, Alfred Ploog, E. A. Chrisman. 


Third row: W. P. Ammerman, J. H. Daniels, H. B. Bartlett, C. S. Lewis, G. T.. Havens, 
Ted Anthony, Jesse Hamm, Fred Wyman, W. E. Jones, Fred Garstang, J. P. Hand, 
Dr. S. G. Hands, Don McDonald, Rev. John Baird, W. H. Bicker. 


Second row: J. H. Rouse, F. M. Goddard, Dr. C. R. Baker, C. A. Piper, E. J. Stephen- 
son, F. M. Hathaway, W. L. Heysinger, A. T. Danico, R. W. Cram, A. E. Dannatt. 


Front row: A. R. Bawden, G. L. Crawford, E. H. Hoehn, E. A. Springer, F. J. Glueck, 
L. W. McKown, T. H. Marsland, J. C. Shenk, A. I. Naumann, H. B. Moorhead, G. A. 
Wieneke, N. S. Plank, H. J. Lytle. 


1909 BROTHERHOOD CLASS 


Back row (left to right): George Hines, A. W. Tschantz, F. A. Boggs, J. W. Betty, 
R. P. Redfield, R. H. Harned, Mr. Bergren (front), Lynott Gilbert (back), W. J. Gor- 
don, Prof. J. B. Young, A. A. Miller, C. E. Adams, Fred Wyman, ... ... ... Frank F. 
Betty, Alfred Spink, John Thompson, Morgan Reimers. 

Second row: W. L. Heysinger, M. H. Holliday, Thomas Carson, Ed A. Doam, Mr. 
Block, M. M. Rice, F. A. Weissner, . ... ... ., Mr. Grumsley, Capt. H. W. Gil- 
eS, are , L. W. McKown. 

Front row: F. D. Sisson, M. N. Richardson, Wm. Culbertson, J. A. Utts, Dr. L. M. 
Coffman (teacher), J. T. Easson, E. A. Horrigan, C. C. Mcintyre, W. W. Graham. 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS-~at the other end of the 
century——stands a little log cabin and ten: bare-handed 
pioneers. What has transformed these meager beginnings 


is into a Church of 1500 communicants worshipping in a 
comfortable sanctuary? Share with us the adventures of 
the frontiersmen and the triumphs of the builders. They 


stand BEHIND THESE YEARS. 


EAS ab cco 
QwitGcneer aes ye cc Ree NOK Ag SERRE MG Ss Stipe 
ents hike en 
eee : fe hiding da $500 ve 
UW EE NG ho raat Ales * ee A | eo i a i | 


The First Presbyterian Church had its beginning in the 
days when the only buildings in Davenport were log 
cabins. Worship services were: held in cabin homes or 
schools or shops until the Tippecanoe Cabin was built at 
Third and Main Streets in. 1840. This cabin was some- 
times called the Presbyterian church. 
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INTO THE WILDERNESS 


Chapter | 


Davenport, 


Among the trav- 
el- worn passen- 
gers on the horse 
ferry stood 
a sandy - haired — 
young man. sol- , 
emnly studying the village across the 
Mississippi. A dozen new log houses 
were clustered near the river, among 
them a rough frame house, a store, a 
hotel and a saloon. On the bluff above 
them curled the smoke from the camp- 
fires of the Sac and Fox Indians, who 
were still waiting to be paid for the 
land they were vacating according to 
the Black Hawk treaty. 


Michael Hummer. As soon as the 
young man could disinentangle him- 
self from the household goods of the 
other settlers, he went to the hotel. 


“Well,” said Samuel Barkley, the 
landlord, “I am mighty glad to meet 
you, Mr. Hummer. The folks have 
just been wishing a parson would 
settle here. Of what persuasion are 
you?” 

“Tam a Presbyterian,” gravely an- 
swered the young man. “Are there no 
other ministers in the settlement?” 


“Not a one. I am not a church man 
myself, but my wife is a Presbyterian. 
Everybody turns out whenever there 
is preaching.” 

“Who are the ministers that visit 
Davenport?” 


Enoch Mead. “The only Preshy- 


terian that comes very often is Brother 


Mead, a farmer living about five miles 


west of town. He is mighty well edu- 
cated, too. Fact is, they claim he was 
the second man ever to preach a ser- 
mon in Davenport. A Methodist by 
the name of Gavit is supposed to be 
the first.” 

“Where are the services usually 
held?” 

“Sometimes in the homes and some- 


times in Tom Hoge’s store or D. C. 
Eldridge’s blacksmith shop.” 


‘Are there any schools here?” 


“Yes, Miss Marianna Hall has start- 
ed one in her home. But there are not 
many children old enough for school 
because most of the settlers are newly 
married. When will your family 
arrive?” | 


“My wife will stay in Stephenson. 
for the present.’ 


Presbyterians Meet. Before night- 
fall the whole settlement knew of The 
Rev. Mr. Hummer’s arrival, and plans 
were made for services on the Sab- 
bath. The first Presbyterian services 
in Davenport had been held by The 
Rev. Enoch Mead, April 22, 1838, in 
a small building above the alley on 
Ripley Street between Second and 
Front Streets. 


The Rev. Mr. Hummer soon started 
a private school, probably in this same 
building. His log schoolroom was usu- 
ally open for worship on Sunday, and 
in it he preached many an eloquent 
sermon. He sometimes held services in 
other neighborhoods, as a volunteer 
missionary. 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS 


It was he who arranged for the 
organization of The Presbyterian 
Church in January, 1839, *the first 
Protestant church in Davenport. He 
was assisted by The Rev. Enoch Mead 
and The Rev. Ithamar Pillsbury of 
Andover, Illinois. 


Ithamar Pillsbury. When The Rev. 
Mr. Pillsbury received the invitation 
to this service, his horse was not at 
his home and it was time to start. Al- 
though he knew that 26 miles of 
rugged trail stretched between An- 
dover and Davenport and that there 
would be little chance of catching a 
ride for even a part of the trip, he set 
off a-foot. When he arrived at Rock 
River, the water was too deep for him 
to wade. The nearest farm house was 
two miles away, but the farmer sent 
his son with a wagon to set the min- 
ister across. 

At the Mississippi the ferry was 
tied up on the opposite shore and the 
ferryman could not be raised by 
shouting. The Rev. Mr. Pillsbury 
took off his shirt and waved it in vain. 
Finally, he began to sing the Doxology 
loudly enough that he was heard by 
the waiting congregation. 

— “That's the minister,” they said, and 
hurried to find the ferryman. 

The Rev. Mr. Pillsbury soon landed 
on the lowa shore. The text from 
which he preached that day was: “Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized, shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not, shall be 
damned.” 


Charter Members 


The ten men and women who 
bound themselves together that day 


*Other dates reported are the 
spring of 1838 and Jan., 1839. 


to form the new organization, had 
come from several communities with 
widely differing religious customs and 
traditions. But they were determined 
to work together that they might have 
a church home. 


There was Mrs. Ann Rhea Mitchell, 
a Kentuckian of the old Covenanter 
stock, who had lived in Alabama for 
a few years. She and her husband, 
Nathaniel, were living on a farm west 
of the village, while their son Gilbert 
(later known as Judge G. C. R. Mit- 
chell), practiced law in Davenport. 
As Mrs. Mitchell was one of the few 
older women in the settlement, she 
was known as “Mother” Mitchell. 


ee — : = 


Mrs. Ann Mitchell, charter member 
of the church, saved it from collapse. 
Affectionately known as ‘Mother’ 
Mitchell. 
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Livesets NVIL DER NESS 


She was truly a mother to the young 
church and to many a homesick bride 
or young mother who needed counsel 
and encouragement. She died here in. 
1S4S. 

Mrs. Jemima Barkley and her hus: 
band, Samuel, with at least two 
children, Samuel K. and Charlotte, 
were from Pennsylvania. For a while 
they operated the Davenport hotel, 
but Mr. Barkley lived only a few 
years. The Davenport directory of 
1858 showed Mrs. Barkley as a widow 
running a boarding house at 75 East 
Front Street. She passed away sud- 
denly two years later at the age of 
sixty-one, being survived but a short 
time by these two. children. 

Dr. and Mrs. Alexander C. Don- 
aldson were from Ohio. 
of the first physicians in the village, 
and also an alderman on the first city 
council. He had a good practice but 
the patients found it almost impossible 
to pay for his services.. He took up a 
claim and did some farming but soon 
became discouraged and moved to St. 
Louis and later to California. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Russell 
“When Dr. Donaldson resigned from 
the town council on May 4, 1839, 
he was succeeded by Andrew F. Rus: 
sell who served until, as borough sur- 
veyor, he discovered that he lived 
outside the corporation. That sum- 
mer he was town assessor, receiving 
six dollars for his services. He and 
Mrs. Russell, both-Presbyterians, soon 
returned to Pennsylvania. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Hoge, on 
the other hand, adapted themselves to 
the life of the frontier and made a 
vood living from a general merchan- 
dise store. Mr. Hoge belonged to the 
Young Men’s Literary Association, 
debating on such timely subjects as: 
“Would it be good policy for the 


He was one 


United States government to exercise 
immediate jurisdiction over the Ore: 
gon Terntory?” In i842 he was a 
candidate tor the office ot county 
treasurer, but he soon moved to Ga 
lena, Illinois, and later to New York. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Christie, trom 
Ohio, lived east of Davenport. - As 
Justice ot the Peace, Mr. Christie per- 
formed several marriage ceremonies, 
one of which united Miss Mary 
Hedges and Daniel N. Pope (relative 
of Miss Hetta Pope, a present member 
of the church). 

After the death of Mrs. Christie, 
Mr. Christie was married to Mrs. 
Lucy G. W. Hoge, widow of David 
Hoge and sister-in-law to Thomas 
Hoge. Mr. Christie then moved to 
East Davenport, where he operated a 
saw and planing mill at the foot of 
the street that now bears his name, 
and he lived in the large square house 
just east of the Pierce school. When 
he had been active in the church and 
community for nearly twenty years, 
and had lost his second wife, Mr. 
Christie moved to Fort Scott, Kansas. 


Officers.. These ten people consti- 
tuted the > Presbytertan Church of 
Davenport, which chose Dr. Donald- 
son and Thomas Hoge as ruling elders 
and engaged The Rev. Michael Hum- 
mer as the first minister. 

How joyously solemn was the oc- 
casion!. These whole-souled men and 
women were bound together in a 
sacred covenant sealed with the sac- 
rament of the Lord’s Supper. Now 
that they belonged to a church they 
began to feel at home. — 


Mr. and Mrs. Burrows... —- Ere the 
summer had passed, John McDowell 
Burrows and his bride, Sarah Meeker 
Burrows, arrived from Cincinnati 
bringing their membership letters. Mr. 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS 


J. M. D. Burrows, first Ruling Elder, 


ordained at the age of 28. He was a 
member of the First Church from 1839 
to 1889. 


Burrows was ordained ruling elder by 
The Rev. Ithamar Pillsbury. Both he 
and Mrs. Burrows were outstanding 
figures in the church for half:a cen- 


_tury. They were the grandparents of 
Mr. ‘Parke T. Burrows. 


Discord. At the end of six months, 
The Rev. Mr. Hummer’s ministry was 
terminated because he had become un- 
balanced on the subject of spiritual- 
ism and was intolerant of anyone who 
disagreed. Then the church was en- 
tirely without leadership, for the men 
chosen as ruling elders declined -to 
For many months there were 
no Presbyterian services except when 


SCIVE. 


some minister came to visit. The mem- 
bers were losing interest, and some 
joined the new Congregational 
Church, and others moved away. 


Finally, Thomas Hoge and J. M. D. 
Burrows. decided to put life into the 
organization. In 1842 they set out 
into the wilderness to visit all the Pres- 
byterians in the county, inviting them 
to a meeting in Mr. Hoge’s home. 
They were gone two weeks, but they 
aroused interest. 


Union. On the appointed day, the 
Presbyterians came, and with them, 
the Congregationalists. They said, “If 
all of us work together, we will be 
able to support a church.” 


With prayer and deliberation a 
union was affected. Three elders were 
chosen, Thomas Hoge and J. M. D. 
Burrows to represent the Presby- 
terians, and Rudolphus Bennett, the 
Congregationalists. Then a fund was 
started for building a house of worship 
and securing a minister. 


“The Presbyterian lion and the 
Congregational lamb had lain down 
together; the only trouble being that 
the lamb was inside the lion.” So The 
Rev. Asa Turner, a Congregational 
missionary, thought a few weeks later, 
when he heard what had happened. 
Full of indignation, he came immedi- 
ately to Davenport and called together 
the former members of his flock, per- 
suading them to try once more to 
support their own church with assist- 
ance from their Home Mission Board. 


Nevertheless, the dis- 
heartened Presbyterians were deter- 
mined to carry on. Several members 
had moved away, but their places 
had been taken by such people as Gil’ 
bert and David MeKown, John Dal- 


New Settlers. 
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zell and his sons James and Matthew, 
Mrs. Eleanor Jane McManus, Charles 
C. Williams and Daniel T. Newcomb. 


‘Their spirits were further revived 
by two elders who came to visit from 
Jackson county, riding fifty miles on 
their farm horses over the undeveloped 
trails, arriving here on Saturday night, 
attending communion services on the 
Sabbath, and setting off for home at 
daybreak on Monday morning. 


Sanctuaries. The church services 
had been held in the homes or in 
large rooms such as a carpenter shop, 
the print shop of the Iowa Sun, or 
the Burrows’ pork house. These 
places, that resounded during the 
week with the noises of labor, were 
swept on Saturday night and fitted 
with benches improvised by laying 
clean boards across nail kegs or saw- 
horses. 


Now the usual place of worship was 
the Tippecanoe cabin on the south- 
west corner of Third and Main Streets 
(site of the Davenport Bank Build- 
ing). While it was used for many 
civic and religious services, this cabin 
was sometimes called the Presbyterian 
Chureh because that denomination 
met there so frequently. 

Mud. As yet there were only a few 
board sidewalks in town and the 
streets were without adequate drain- 
age. One Sunday, after heavy rains, 
J. M. D. Burrows went from house to 
house in his wagon to gather up the 
worshipers of the village. On the way 
to the church with his load, the wagon 
got stuck in the mud. As the horses 
plunged ‘forward to pull it out, the 
king-bolt broke, letting the front 
wheels go on with the team. The 
front end of the wagon bed dropped 
to the ground, hurling the driver into 


INTO THE WILDERNESS 


the mud on all fours. Gathering him- 
self up and brushing the worst of the 
dirt from his best Cincinnati suit, Mr. 
Burrows carried the children and 
smaller women to firm ground. But 
as he was not a large man, some of 
the buxom matrons had to pick their 
way over the stepping stones he.placed 
for them. : 


Samuel Cleland. One autumn day 
in 1842 a Presbyterian minister, with 
his wife and a half dozen children, 
arrived in Davenport. The Rev. Sam- 
uel Cleland, of Scotch descent, was 
born in Ireland; August 16, 1798, and 
was educated in Belfast and Glasgow. 
He had been in pastoral work in Ohio 
and had come to invest his life in the 
new territory then being settled. 


He began at once to hold preaching 
services and was soon engaged as 
stated supply minister for the Presby- 
terian Church of Davenport. As he 
was an able speaker, he was invited to 
address a number of organizations. 

Building. Three Protestant denom- 
inations had erected houses of worship 
the preceding summer -— Episcopal, 
Baptist and Methodist. With The 
Rev. Mr. Cleland living in their midst, 
the Presbyterians now felt encouraged 
to build one also. 

The generous-spirited Mr. Antoine 
LeClaire had given them a town lot 
near the river, just as he had done 
with several other denominations. 
However, as it seemed unwise to build 
a church in the center of the business 
section, the lot was sold, and at an 
added cost of $150, a more suitable 
one was purchased on the north side 
of Third Street between Harrison and 
Main (where the Central Office 
Building now stands). There,-a little 
brick chapel measuring twenty by 
thirty feet was started at once. 
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The Rev. Samuel Cleland, Stated Sup- 
ply Minister, 1842-46, served two 


churches at a total salary of $400 a 
year. 


What courage and faith these 
pioneers showed in this undertaking! 


Money was so scarce on the fron- 
tier that most trade was carried on by 
barter. The only cash crop was wheat 
and the acreage was small. Payments 
on the land were falling due and could 
not be paid in produce. Interest on 
borrowed money was ten per cent or 


higher. 


Fortunately, the .carnestness of a 
people is not measured by the money 
it has. The Presbyterians felt that a 
church was necessary and they were 
willing to sacrifice to build one. 


Little Chapel. One spring day Mrs. 
J. M. D. Burrows wrote to her hus- 
band who was away on business. She 
said: “Mr. Williams has been up cart- 
ing sand around the church. He says 
they are to have it finished so as to 
hold meeting in it a week from Sun- 
day.” 


The Gazette of Thursday, June 8, 
1843, brought good news to the par- 
ish: “NOTICE—Religious services 
will for the first time be attended 
upon in the Presbyterian Church on 
Sabbath next at half past 10 o'clock.” 


Happiness shone on the faces that 
greeted each other at the new little 
chapel that Sunday morning. What 
though there were as yet no windows! 
What though the rafters were still ex- 
posed to view and the carpenter’s 
workbench remained in one corner of 
the sanctuary! Cushioned pews never 
seated a more serenely contented con- 
gregation than sat that morning on 
the benches made from unplaned slabs 
with rough-hewn underpinnings. Each 
worshiper was confident that some- 
time, some way, the chapel would be 
finished and paid for. 


Unfortunately, this optimism was 
badly shattered when The Rev. Mr. 
Cleland moved across the river in No- 
vember, 1843, to take charge of the 
Rock Island Presbyterian Church. He 
arranged to serve both the Rock Is- 
land and Davenport church, his salary 
of $400 a year coming half from each 
parish. 


The minister crossed the Mississippi 
on the ice in winter and by ferry in 
summer, except when the water was 
rough—then he made his precarious 
passage in the staunch yawl of a 
friend, sometimes getting a good wet- 
ting enroute. 
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Dark Days. At the end of the year 
the Davenport church did not renew 
the agreement because it could not 
raise the money for his salary. Never- 
-theless, The Rev. Mr. Cleland con- 
tinued to minister to the parish. Oc- 
casionally, The Rev. Enoch Mead or 
Mr. W. Woodward preached in the 
little chapel, also. 

Much as these volunteer services 
were appreciated, the church was not 
keeping pace with the growth of the 
town. In fact, seven years after the 
organization, there were only seven- 
teen members. The chapel was still 
unfinished with the rafters and rough 
benches staring in stark ugliness. The 
mortgage was due and there was no 
money with which to pay it. 


What could ke done? Some of the 
members were ready to disband and 
let the creditors have the building. 
But not Mother Mitchell, who said to 
Mr. Burrows, “You and I will stick to 
it as long as there is a shingle on it!” 

Because of her perseverance and 
faith the congregation undertook, reso- 


lutely, to finish the chapel and clear | 


the debt. . Lumber was furnished by 
James M. Dalzell and paint by Mr. 
Burrows, while Robert McCloskey did 
the carpenter work. At last, in the 
summer of 1846, it was completed 
and furnished with homemade pews 
and pulpit. | 
Charles Williams. The same sum- 
mer Charles C. Williams’ was chosen 
to serve with J. M. D. Burrows as 
ruling elder. He was also helpful in 


the church music as he was a “sweet: 


singer.” 

Sunday School. For four years the 
Presbyterians had helped to conduct 
the union Sunday school, but they 
wanted one of their own. With the 
completion of the sanctuary they 
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started one, with such enthusiasm, 
under the leadership of Mr. Williams, 
that it has continued to flourish even 
to the present time. He served as 
superintendent until his death from ° 
cholera in 1852. 


In the Sabbath schools of those days 
the pupils were divided into a few 
classes, each group reading or reciting 
in concert. They repeated the Scrip- 
ture passages memorized during the 
week, and at the end of the year the 


Collecting properties for the Centen- 
nial Pageant, Floyd Whitted finds in the 
City Museum the homemade pulpit used 


in the Third Street Chapel. On it he 

has placed the Bible used by the Rev. 
Mr. Cleland, while in the background 
is the photograph of Professor J. B. 
Young, for many years Ruling Elder 
‘and Superintendent of the Sunday 
‘School. 
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Tippecanoe cabin, 
built in 1840 at Third 
and Main streets, was 
used by the Presby- 
terians as a house of 
worship until 1843. 


> 


child who had memorized the most 
verses was awarded a Bible. 
children of the frontier enjoyed their 
Sunday school, especially the singing. 
As hymn books were scarce, the 
leader would read two lines and then 
lead in singing them. In this way the 
entire hymn was “lined”. The leader 
was also free to choose the ‘tune for 
there was usually no music printed in 
the kooks. The children memorized 
the words, and many adults of today 
remember hearing them sing in their 
declining years the hymns they learned 
in these Sabbath schools of long ago. 


Releasing the Minister. The little 
church now decided to secure a resi- 
dent minister, and delegated Mr. Bur- 
rows to inform the beloved Rev. Mr. 
Cleland that his services would no 
longer be needed. He invited the 
clergyman to spend the night in his 
home, the two men sharing a_ bed. 
When the lights were out, the young 
elder told of the decision. 

Many years afterwards Mr. Bur- 
rows said, “I could not bear to look 
the saintly man in the face while de- 
livering such a distasteful message; so 


I chose the dark.” 


George S. Rea. That autumn, 1846, 
The Rev. George S. Rea of Pennsyl- 
vania-came as stated supply minister 
for this church and the new one at 
Berlin .(LeClaire). A few 


later he was married in Davenport to 


[5 


The. 


months . 


Miss Sarah Ann Kistler of Perry 
county, Pennsylvania. During his min- 
istry the church membership increased 
to thirty. | 

In a_ historical sermon, ‘Presby- 
terianism in Davenport—Its Founda- 
tion, Establishment and Growth,” 
printed in the Davenport Gazette of 
July 24, 1876, Dr. Charles D.. Nott 
gives this comment on The Rev. Mr. 
Rea: “This gentleman, after remain- 
ing about two years, proved to be a 
very bad man. He was expelled from 
the church and was drummed out of 
town, some of our best citizens taking 
part in the affair.” 

What a blow for the struggling 
little church! No sooner had the out- 
look begun to brighten than this out- 
rage should occur. 


Erastus Ripley. Upon the departure 
of The Rev. Mr. Rea, The Rev. Eras- 
tus Ripley, Senior Professor of the 
new little Iowa College, was engaged 
to preach a few months in 1849. He 
found the church with a membership 
of thirty, and three more were added 
soon. Memories of this godly man 
were cherished long after he had 
moved, along with the college, to 
Grinnell, Iowa. . 

With the ministry of The Rev. Mr. 
Ripley, the frontier was receding, and 
with the coming of The Rev. J. D. 
Mason as resident pastor, the wilder- » 
ness was subdued. 


> 
Little brick chapel, 
built in 1843 at 232 


West Third street, was 
the first house of wor- 
ship owned by the 
Presbyterians in the 
city of Davenport. 
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The lowa law became effective requiring all organizations to be incorporated in order to hold 
property, and the Presbyterian Church decided, January 9, 1849, to comply by adopting the name 
"First Presbyterian Church of Davenport’. The first Trustees were James Renwick, Enos Tichnor, and 
James M. Dalzell, who also was Treasurer. These minutes have been preserved on a loose sheet of — 
writing paper in the handwriting of Dr. Charles Christopher Parry, the eminent physician and 
scientist who was commissioned as botanist on the expedition that established the boundary between 
Texas and Mexico. His second wife was a sister to Mr, Dalzell. | 
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Left: Mr. and Mrs. James B. 
Mason. He was a son of the 
Rev. James D. Mason, and was 
church treasurer for many years. 


Right: Mrs. Elisha (Joanna G.} 
Burrows, daughter-in-law of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. M. D. Burrows, with 
three of her grandchildren, in 
1912: Mildred LaVenture (left), 
William LaVenture (right), and 
Camilla Burrows. The LaVenture 
children are also great-grand- 
children of the Rev. and Mrs. 


James D. Mason. 


Left: Children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph W. Cram, in 1908, (left to 
right): Eloise, Ralph, Mary and 

Margaret. They are the grand- 
children of the Rev. and Mrs. 


James D. Mason. 
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UP THE HILL 
Chapter II 


“Now the 
house is as clean 
a3 a. ‘pin; ” said 


Mrs. McManus. 


“It ought to 
be, with all of us 
scrubbing at it,” 
said Mrs. McKown. 

“Tam sure Sister Mason will ap- 
preciate all we have done,” said Mrs. 
Burrows. 


“I wish we had a parsonage for 
them to move into,” sighed Mrs. Wil- 
‘liams. 


“As hard as times have been, we 
are fortunate to have the church fin- 


ished,” said Mrs. Barkley. 


“Will a Disciple be in the way?” 
greeted Mrs. Eldridge as she arrived. 
“JT am just as glad as if it were our 
own minister coming. Here are some 
spareribs from the hog we butchered 
this morning.” 


“The Rev. and Mrs. Mason will 
like them just as well as if they were 
from a Presbyterian pig,” Mrs. New- 
comb assured her. 


“Do you think they can stand some 
Congregational bread and apple but- 
ter?” was the greeting from Mrs. Col- 
lings. 

“Has anyone gone to meet the 
stage?” asked Mrs. Kinkead. 

“Yes, Dr. Parry and James Ren- 
wick are there,” answered Mrs. Dal- 
zell. 


James D. Mason. Such was the 
spirit with which The Rev. James 


Dinsmore Mason and his family were 
welcomed to Davenport early in 
November, 1849. He was then 37 
years old, and his wife, Ann Blaine 
Mason (aunt to James G. Blaine, the 
Secretary of State), was one year 
younger. 


They had at that time a five-year 
old son, James Blaine Mason. During 
their ministry in this church five more 
children were born to them, three of 
whom grew to maturity, Margaret 


The Rev. James D. Mason, first Pastor, 
1849-59, also served as saddle bag mis- 
sionary to the surrounding young Pres- 
byterian churches, 
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Blaine (Mrs. William LaVenture), 
Anna Belle (Mrs. Robert Hunter 
Nott, whose husband was a brother 
to a later pastor of this church), and 
John Burrows Mason. Among their 
descendants still living in Davenport 
are Mrs. Ralph W. Cram, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Herrick, Mrs. Louis Kloppen- 
burg, Benjamin Blaine Nott and Mrs. 


Clarence Cochrane. 


Salary. The congregation that The 
Rev. Mr. Mason came to serve had a 
membership of thirty-three, and the 
parish included three counties, as he 
was the only active Presbyterian min- 
ister in that area. Although times were 
growing better, the church was unable 
to pay his full salary of $450 a year 
without assistance from the Board of 
Home Missions. In return, The Rev. 
Mr. Mason also served the Presby- 
terian Church at Berlin (now. Le- 


Claire). 


Circuit Rider. One of the active 
members of the LeClaire church was 
Robert Christie, who had been one of 
the charter members of the Davenport 


church. He sold the LeClaire church 


BEHIND THESE YEARS 


the lot on which its first house of wor- 
ship was built. Under The Rev. Mr. 
Mason’s ministry this church grew so 
rapidly that in less than two years it 
required its own minister. 


Then The Rev. Mr. Mason was 
free to devote part of his time to the 
rural areas too remote for the people 
to be able to attend the Davenport 
church often. He began by preaching 
once a month in the home of a mem- 
ber at Blue Grass, a settlement so 
young that deer roamed in the forest 
and a full-grown bear had. recently 
been killed there. 


By 1852 there were nine members 
living in that neighborhood. With- - 
drawing their membership from the 
Davenport church, they organized the 
Blue Grass Presbyterian Church with 


The Rev. Enoch Mead as their first 


minister. 


The Rev. Mr. Mason next held 
services in the homes of members liv- 
ing north of town. There the Sum- 
mit Church was organized, and built 
its own place of-worship in 1858. 


Parsonage. During these. years the 
Davenport church had doubled its 
membership several times. It now paid 
all the pastor’s salary and had erected 
a parsonage for $2500 on the south 
side of Fourth Street, just across the 
alley from the church. With appropri- 
ate ceremonies it was first occupied 
by the Mason family on September 
17, 1852. That evening the pastor 


Third Street Church, built in 
1854, is said to have been the 
a’ first with a spire in Davenport. 
oh. Because of its height, it was used 


to tryout the first fire engines. 


sali seul Jer os Aoidwe to sol add 
eet wT aghat chive enw qide 4 
He wtag. daaids sida yveieica nen 
% etsy wv wads esol mm acl) yibepes 


ageinin “Wo ah by nie, 


as, sowe vA sdT nT 

st Oy sat ent To Neq'stivob ad Gat 
Haotig adsa6} soc Goa esos Lh 
yrognavsl) ody busty ws old HT 8 
wrietpasiny yt! negod aE ott abruitde 
“orm slo smed ods mm dimou © ano 
i themidlitee: ¢ aes) oul is aot 


em or —_ 


oqneva gi 


ret ve bie HO seislfl ai 


‘bas Aduiads 2tds Yo tosg Tiel 6 OF 
iowa Roout noes eworwé aol 


trvil ih 
alk doo pay 


es we ja 


eff snd) eonegergnes oT 
& bad sve Od oms> noone 


woe 


wernt 03 i wonser) 1 rb wh WO ads bec wilt vinids Yo eidevedenom : 

vivauoe? beet x grscl caeensyy Viet torte <«l ay "yiticry ee Labishor deisg F 
Tas bulla ed rien sais ryaeot] svtton yvloo ald ane , 

eisdgiain seit sw wieds 0781 yal Sow goed cyouttA wow telt ai rose 


iV’ oorheddyina jadi ai yee 
“et. fonovd odmarmt edi aciwerb 
oY besifeyxo yords ghee nogqasved 
ditw trl Asiatythsrl 2m) sull 


evtateen 


thteau aeaw doy scld oited Brite: 


s95y 2 OTHE lo vinkes Hie? aud yoy at. 
Yo basod sa aot! somutecem tuocdiew, 


wel sdT ymin aol.com oma 


wit tes. ot beso coond vob aT *ydeonT oft bovise ols moeeM  oM 
‘Waele ol wor} nilisdh ts dist (ibid : 
(sue) : 

Lied tx ames aM vo sdf : 


wil ersdindia to ean ott m1 295ivIe 
mye, “Stig od T hwy sa inom ‘yer 
Hiwd Das” Dosiceme taw doiudD tm 

&t ub qidesow. 4g hale HO eh 


ola eraty orost) uot .eponeme4 
ai baideob bed d-aads Iran aav 
bi fat] Wen0es a ATG. extn we qiider oaeasiit a 
bain bet bos yisise a roieng oda {fr 
disoa ot ty OOPLE rot TyshowaG a 
ol? 2o0Hoe tey( 3990 dnuet 6 sbis 
hauages fa0W.. donate ‘ed9 con} yoils 


boinwave Jas ans $? oar os 


raruatqe? AO ylienst noes oth t; 
e% 


adorn i, gine sotT a 


wits odt We on waebtR HenidD - 
enw dour 
to oto rvod bad olw:pitendD modo 
HeqrvesC! sly to eedmora tornado ods 
dowels mis!Qot ory bloe ohh dowds 


- 


vist od ola toe sracdaroea | 


ni Mind eal “seit atts 
a meh die ak Ca 
i ay Reeth dh 


ee 
ro 
cai 
pe 
seh aS 
ee 
oe 
q 
‘Re ene x 
a 
i it s 
Oo a! 


Pews in the Third Street Church 
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Worshipers entering from the center aisle were separated from those coming from 
the side aisles by partitions as high as the backs of the pews. The prices of the unsold 


pews are given. 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS 


wrote in his diary: “Oh that the 
Holy Spirit may rest upon us therein 
and all who may hereafter occupy it, 
that the expectation of the church in 
re it may be abundantly real- 
ized. 


Bigger Church. A few months later 
the little chapel was sold and a brick 
church, 45 by 70 feet in dimension, 
was started on the same site. In the 
meantime worship services were held 
in LeClaire House. This announce- 
ment is found in the Davenport 
Gazette of Thursday, November 10, 
1853: “RELIGIOUS NOTICE-—The 
Presbyterian congregation will meet 
during the winter in the basement 
of their new church. Services next 
Sabbath morning at 11 o’clock and at 
6’ in the evening.” 


The edifice was completed and 
dedicated the following July. Tradi- 
tion says that the steeple was the first 
to rear its head in the city of Dav 
enport. In the early pictures of the 
town it was a conspicuous feature of 
the landscape. As it was the tallest 
building in the city, it was sometimes 
used to try out the new fire engines. 


The Bell. The bell that hung: in 
this steeple may have been the one 
from the little chapel; at any rate, 
it was bought .by the women. To 
raise the money they held a fair at 
the courthouse which they made fes- 
tive with flags, evergreen arches and 
colored lights. The military band 
played and two cannons boomed their 
greetings, waking all the babies in the 
neighborhood and shattering the win- 
dows of the courthouse. 


Homemade ice cream, a novelty, 
was to have been served, but mis- 
chievous boys broke in and ate it. 


In spite of the disappointments, the 
women cleared $150 after paying for 
the band, the cannons, and _ replac- 
ing the broken windows. They bought 
a bell with a beautiful tone. After 
it had been used for many years it 
was sold and placed in the Clinton 
county courthouse. 


Early Records. On the fading pages 


‘of the church minute book, in the 


record of the congregational meeting 
of January, 1858, we read: “Resolved, 
that persons holding and renting pews, 
be requested to call on the Treasurer, 
M. Dalzell, Jr., during the first ten 
days of each quarter, and pay their 
pew rents, and if such rent is not 
paid in ten days, the Treasurer be 
instructed to collect the sum and add 
five per cent to the rent, for collec- 
tion. Resolution adopted.” A more 
pleasant item of the financial report 
on that date is: “The Trustees would 
gratefully acknowledge the receipt 
from the ladies of the church of about 
$440.” 


When The Rev. Mr. Mason had 
been here nine years, he preached a 
historical sermon, January 3, 1859, 
a longhand copy of which has been 
preserved in the church record book. 
The pages are yellow and crumbling 
with age and the writing is growing 
dim, but the message is still pulsating 
with the interest and vigor of the 
writer. In regard to the finances of 
the church he says: erecting 
the Church edifice we now occupy 
_.. ata cost of $8450, of which we 
are sorry to add, near $2000 remains 
yet unpaid. The salary of the Pastor 
was at first $450; which was increased 
in due time, first to $600, and then 
to $700, and two years ago to $1000, 


~ (together with the use of the manse), 
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UP THE HILL 


and always entirely upon the volun- 
tary movement of the people. This, 
moreover, has always been paid ‘with 
promptness, according to agreement, 
together with many incidental tokens 
of Christian kindness and confidence 

. In these years $2288 have been 
contributed to the various causes of 
Christian benevolences, supported by 
the Presbyterian. Church.” 


James M. Dalzell. The church roll 
had now increased to 160 even after 
the rural members had been trans- 
ferred to their new church homes. 
The Sabbath School had an enroll- 


ment of 150. There was an adult 


James M. Dalzell, 
the Sabbath School, 
church at Third street. 


Superintendent of 
1852-64,. in the 


Bible Class as early as 1855. Since 
the death of Charles C. Williams, 
the school had been under the guid- 
ance of James M. Dalzell, who con- 
tinued as superintendent until 1864. 


Although he was a very busy man, 
Mr. Dalzell took time for private 
devotions and for family worship 
every morning. He carried his re- 
ligion into his work, be it selling 
lumber or serving as secretary of the 
local Board of Trade. He was a ruling 
elder in the church, contributing much- 
to its spiritual and financial welfare. 


Pastor Resigns. When a feeling of 
prosperity and well-being had been 
established in the church, a. congre- 
gational meeting was called, May 7, 
1859, to consider the resignation of 
the pastor. 


“Resigned!” gasped the members, 
as the news was passed around the 
parish. “Resigned just when _ the 
church was going well!” 


That was the reason The Rev. Mr. 
Mason felt he was needed more in - 
some of the struggling young 
churches. He was a missionary and 
the Davenport church was no longer 
a mission station. 


As The Rev. Mr. Mason’s work 
was in the adjoining neighborhoods 
where the churches were still under 
the care of the Board of Home Mis- 
sions, his family continued to live in 
town. When he retired from active 
ministerial work, he again became a 
familiar figure in Davenport, being 
known then among Presbyterians as 
Father Mason. 


Samuel M. Anderson. With the 
opening of the new year, 1860, The 


Rev. Samuel McCullough Andersor 


[59 | 


Be vi abroiencstes 6 
mora vad wry 1s exw sd a 
Savi, Ki oi toon itmle 


Ea svnd BASSE | 
oi. eeerrso euorshy 's 


qidérew. iixasl wl. bas aneitorvslas vd bameaque 2a0nee : " 


gt. oil baertny vA.) RAANOM Se ee 


Utilise Jt wd Mow aif: Gani opp, 


ors a3) aaa i MI Te AO bg iced 
ait) aes a ae bert 1) bse 
take yeoaudinsics vit dy sea at Tab 


eagitew fgion crt bin) Leute at O8. 


1 gris’ i ane yy 4 thpizt aH roteo4 
nav bee gaced lew Das Qieomeoig 
‘eh ebon dessidy, oh ai Ded epaters 
Cage, roti éow Bisoo, ipnuttiiy 
ss ASABE: ott aobenda OF ERI 
WEG th 


. modi they “od 1 4 { {yi bins Tp) | 
sit Lavois bedehqo enw eet KE eh 
wit tieve vtec boriyed Al". sleepin 


2 claw we tha 


tM vo yt t, Mwsy1 36) aw eet T 
nt crn bebo ete od ili aoeshl 
“Teese. Lan wie nG.4 ‘ Me 
Gite Yihuow: ft Yoepw ott Pati aT be 
Tate! Gh eww tsusly Yrudevedd os 
(pane lesan i 


drow. 2 noarh ighe® ov. od To vA 

_syoptoddigion warms Jat enw 
whut Te stew astonuils od} stow 
“et yiadtl ie Lot ald FO iegs al 
fe gel of bepnreiy yujaid ei efor 
Swit 207) bags, ot mewlVe varvion 
b settee nigga. gdb paw sheet 
yaittd  Fugntved Ar savest carhiqes 


oh sista netes oftormns carly maond- 


noes euriee4t 


eit An agevebnw .M lsummod 
wT 0081 oy wait lt te Yatiiaqe 
areisbnA dyvallc ht lsiimed: va 


rr if ona ott 


. Auth), 


snttudt donuts we ‘ed. 
tote as bet loot Aradde® 
tube 8 enw val T Ort 7 50k 


sa 


le ar 
ot a pated 


ssadeatectaadh-~ “inateaiteerbainains ett inicmaciueannen 


' 


entered quietly into his work as pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church. 
He was a dignified young widower. 
Continuing his studies, he received 
his Doctor of Divinity degree dur- 
ing his ministry here. 


Civil War. It was an exciting time. 
The notable John Brown had been 
executed and escaped slaves were 
passing through Davenport on. their 
way to freedom in’ Canada, The 
events that led to the War of. the 
Rebellion and the part that Iowa 
played in it, are recorded on the 
pages of American History. The re- 
sourcefulness of the Davenport wo- 
men in outfitting the first Iowa troop 
when the government was unable to 
supply uniforms for them is familiar 
to all true Hawkeyes. 


Sewing Society. Although the 
homemade uniforms caused amuse- 
ment among the troops in standard 
ones, the women continued to sew 


for the shivering soldiers and_ their 


destitute families. Each denomination 
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fed and clothed the needy among its 
own members and helped to care for 
strangers. 


While the Presbyterian women had 
for years raised money for the church, 
there had been no permanent wo- 
men’s organization among them un- 
til they formed the Ladies’ Sewing 
Society in 1862, with Mrs. E. B. 
Buchanan as president. Besides their 
sewing they also knitted, buying the 
wool in the fleece, which had to be 
washed, carded, spun into yarn and 
dyed before it could be knitted into 
stockings and mittens. 


Music. All the while the other work 
of the church was going on. The old 
melodeon was now moved to the 
basement and a new reed organ graced 
the sanctuary. Mr. J. C. Wallace,» 
the curly-haired young proprietor of 
the music store, was the organist and 
leader of the volunteer choir. His 
salary was $100 a year, but like that 
of the sexton, Mr. John M. Middle- 


ton, it was often in arrears until the 
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women gave a lawn festival to raise 
the money. 


As it was, the policy of the church 
to obtain the best musical talent avail- 
able, some of the choir members were 
not communicants. After much dis- 
cussion and hesitation, they were 
given the privilege of voting in con- 
gregational meetings because of their 
musical cotittibution. 


Debts Paid. The stoves that had, 


for years, toasted some of the wor- 


shipers while others shivered, were 
now worn out and were replaced by 
a furnace in 1861. The church was 
lighted by gas,-the bill for which 
was about $40 a year. 


As the expenses of the church in- 
creased, there were generous gifts 
with which to meet them, for the 
prices of agricultural and mill pro- 
ducts were good. A considerable sum 
was also realized from the sale of 
the parsonage, which was not needed 
because the minister had no family. 
At last the entire church debt was 
wiped out. 


New Church. Then it was not long 
until the congregation had again out- 
grown its building, for which Woeber 
Brothers, carriage manufacturers, 
were offering $6000. At the same 
time the beautiful new $20,000 St. 
Luke’s Episcopal edifice (now the 
Davenport Public Museum) was in 
the hands of creditors who offered it 
to the Presbyterians for $6000. 


To us the problem seems very 
simple. But to the people who had 
worshiped for years in the old church 
it seemed a sacrilege to convert it into 
a factory. Besides, the cost of getting 
St. Luke’s ready for use would not 
be small. Even then it was at the 
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outskirts of the city and people did 
not want to go so far to church. 


But the most serious objection was 
that raised by such devout men as 
James M. Dalzell and David Me- 
Kown. They believed that so splendid 
a sanctuary would hinder rather than 
help the spiritual growth of the wor- 
shipers. 


For a few weeks this issue claimed 
the interest of the people of Daven- 
port. Finally, the proposed transfer 
of property was made, April 26, 1864. 


There was tender sorrow at leav- 
ing the old Third Street church, 
which the last service was held May 
1. Happiness in the beautiful new 
sanctuary was marred by the with- 
drawal from membership of several 
families who could not endorse the 
increasingly liberal policy of the First 
Presbyterian Church. 


However, the remaining members 
went to work with a will. The middle 
of June the women held a two-day 
strawberry festival at Metropolitan 
Hall, one feature of the entertain- 
ment being “Barnum’s Baby Show.” 
They netted over $650 to be used on 
the new edifice which was now known 
as the Seventh Street Church. 


Minister Marries. About the same 
time The Rev. Dr. Anderson was 
married to a young widow of the 
parish, Mrs. Julia Fountain, daughter 
of J. M. D. Burrows. She was leader 
of the Ladies’ Sewing Society for 
several years. So highly was_ she 
esteemed by the women that they 
later dedicated their self-denial fund 
to her memory. 


Soon after the Seventh Street 
Church was ready for use, the manse 
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at 224 East Twelfth Street was 
erected. It was the home of suc- 
cessive pastors for nearly half a cen- 
tury. 


Sunday School. The Sabbath School 
was growing and introducing new 
ideas. The calendar given in the city 
directory of 1867 shows the hour of 
meeting as nine o'clock in the sum- 
mer and half an hour later in winter. 
The superintendent was S. J. Sanger, 
with J. S. Altman, assistant; J. T. 
Walker, teacher of the Adult Bible 
Class; Mrs. R. Hake, teacher of the 
‘infant school’; and W. H. Farrand, 


librarian. 


In its new building on the hillside, 
the church soon had as many mem- 
bers as had been on its roll at the 


old location. It had started up the 
The Rev. S. M. Anderson, D.D., 1860- hill 

69, was an able minister and a_ good ; 

business man, 


Seventh Street 
Church, purchased 
in 1864, was at the 
outskirts of the city, 
and is now the Dav- 
enport Public Mu- 
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WOMEN AT WORK 
Chapter Ill 


The War of 
the Rebellion was. 
over but the 
women kept on 
working. In a 
crisis they had 
worked together 
to relieve suffering humanity, and 
having had a taste of organization and 
a widening outlook on church work, 
they continued their Ladies’ Sewing 
Society. Although hostilities had 
ceased, the families of many soldiers 
were still destitute for several years. 


The Presbyterian women assisted 
The Rev. Dr. Anderson and_ the 
‘elders in administering “charity” in 
the form of food, fuel and clothing, 
most of the garments being made in 
the Sewing Society. They also made 
clothing for the Davenport Soldiers’ 
Relief Society which was non-sec- 
tarian, 

Some of the members were especial- 
ly active in’ the care of. soldiers’ 
orphans. Mrs. Daniel T. Neweomb 
was a director of the State Soldiers’ 
Orphan Society and was influential 
in establishing a home for the. chil- 
dren in the now unused. barracks 
of Camp Kinsman (present site of the 
Iowa Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home). 

Interesting is that page of Daven- 
port history which tells how the wo- 
men of the city collected furniture, 
bedding and dishes to make the bleak 
buildings habitable, and how. they 
welcomed a hundred and fifty orphans 
arriving on the steamboat from Keo- 


kuk. 


The. first superintendent of the 
Orphans’ Home was Dr. Milton B. 
Cochrane, who was soon made an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church. The 
Ladies’ Sewing Society did a great 
deal of sewing for the orphans and 
helped to give them a happy Christ- 
mas. 


For many years the church con- 
tributed to the Freedmen’s Bureau 
of the Presbyterian Church of the 


1870-72, 
preacher of unusual ability, claimed he 
left the seminary with only one sermon 


The... Revs. hee 8; 


Stewart, 


which he preached in every country 
town between Pittsburgh and Cincinnati. 
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Newcomb Memorial Chapel, built in 
-1871 for a Sunday School that had met 
above a saloon and then in a grove. 


U. S. A., but there was no work 
established by this church among the 
Negroes of Davenport. 


John B. Stewart. Dr. Samuel M. 
Anderson served as pastor for ten 
years, leaving December 31, 1869, 
to accept a pastorate in Hamilton, 
Ohio. His successor, The Rev. John 
B. Stewart, arrived on June 28, 1870. 
As he was a.man of unusual ability 
as a speaker, the church attendance 
was always good and the membership 
increased to 240. 

Newcomb Memorial. With the 
orphans properly provided for, Mrs 
Newcomb became interested in the 
Y.M. C. A. Mission Sunday School 


in Hamburg (Northwest Davenport), 


which was meeting over a saloon 1n- 


wintertime and in Judge Mitchell’s 
grove in summer, because there was 
no better place available. Purchasing 
a lot, she erected on it the Newcomb 
Memorial Chapel, (in memory of her 


late husband, Daniel T. Newcomb), 


which was dedicated to the use of 
this Sunday School on December 19, 
S71. At her request the session of 


oS 2 BMD ALI te thee Seat 


the First Church appointed Seth P. 
Bryant to assist her in the manage- 
ment of the school. In 1882, she 
deeded the property to the First 


Church in trust tor the Sunday School 


which remained a mission for several 
decades. 

After serving the Davenport church 
for two years, The Rev. Mr. Stewart 
accepted the pastorate of the Calvary - 
Church of Milwaukee, and later 
served the Central Presbyterian 
Church of Des Moines, being Moder- 
ator of the Synod of Iowa in 1884. 

Charles D. Nott. The next pastor, 
The Rev. Charles DeKay Nott, D. 
D., ‘entered upon his work on the 
second Sabbath in January, 1873. 


Pa VORA a oc . " “ atone aa eee es _ | 
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The Rev. Charles D. Nott, D.D., 1873- 
80, was a grandson of Dr. Eliphalet 
Nott, President of Union College. 
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WOMEN AT WORK 


A few years earlier, in his parish in 
Kansas City, Missouri, Michael Hum- 
mer, the first minister of this church, 
had been a member. 


On the day of Dr. Nott’s installa- 
tion, April 6, it was raining, but the 
sanctuary was filled. The sermon was 
delivered by The Rev. Dr. Nicolls 
of St. Louis, with the dedicatory 
prayer offered by The Rev. J. D. 
Mason. The hymn books used were 
the new “Songs of the Sanctuary,” 
containing both words and music. The 
organist was Mr. J. C. Wallace, who 
also directed the choir, two members 
of which were probably Mrs. Joanna 
G. Burrows and J. S. Altman. 


Pipe Organ. The reed organ was 
still used on this occasion, but in a 
few weeks it was relegated to the 
Sunday School room and replaced in 
the sanctuary by the pipe organ pur- 
chased from the Trinity Episcopal 
Church. Like others of its day, this 
organ was pumped by hand. Many 


times the elders had difficulty in: 


finding acdependable organ boy. 


by av creecat: letter, “William. 2H, 
Cochrane, son of Dr. M. B. Coch- 
rane, says: “Oh yes, I pumped the 
organ—have vivid recollections of the 
speed with which the indicator shot 
up during the fortissimo passages, 
and how my arms ached-—and my 
bellows near the bursting point. Have 
had a leaning towards soft pedaling 
ever since.” 


Sometimes, when the organist 
stepped on the pedal, there was no 
response from the blower because he 
was asleep or visiting with some 
friend in a nearby carriage. One Sune 


day a devout lady, mother of the 
boy on duty, glanced up; near the 
ceiling was her son peering out be- 
tween the pipes. 


Renwick Memorial. One of the 
early business women, of the city was 
Miss Rebecca Renwick, sister to 
James Renwick. Operating a millinery 
shop, she accumulated a modest estate.. 
At her death, in May, 1868, she be- 
queathed to the First Presbyterian 
Church, property that yielded. the 
Renwick Memorial Fund of $4000, 
the interest from which was -to be 
used for Sunday School and mission 
work. By 1874 the accrued income 
was a thousand dollars, which was 
used to cover half the cost of erect- 
ing the Renwick Memorial Chapel at 
the corner of College Avenue and 
Fulton Street in East Davenport. The 
grounds included two lots, one. of 
which had been donated to the First 
Church by A. C. Fulton. 

The chapel was dedicated on Sun- 
day afternoon, January 3, 1875. Un- 
der the charge of The. Rev. J. D. 
Mason as missionary, a Sunday School 
Was organized a short time after- 


wards. The work flourished so that 


on February 6, 1876, the congrega- 
tion of thirty members was organized 
into the College Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (now Mt. Ida), with The 


Rev. Mr. Mason as the first minister. 


Missionary Society. The Synod of 
South Iowa met in this church in 
1879. In connection with it the wo- 
men held a meeting at which they 
organized the Synodical Women’s 
Missionary Society, Mrs. M. B. Coch- 
rane helping to draw up the const1- 
tution. The discussions crystallized in 
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this parish an interest in’ missions. 
At once the envelope system was in- 
troduced to raise the benevolent fund. 


This was the summer of the terrible 
vrasshopper invasion in Kansas, with 
its consequent famine and. suffering, 
vivid accounts of which were given 
in the newspapers. One day Mrs. C. 
Stewart Ells called on Mrs. Lizzie 
Howard (later Mrs. Carpenter) to 
work out a practical plan for the re- 


lief of “Bleeding Kansas.” They got - 


down on their knees and prayed 
about it. Then it was only a few days 
until the local Women’s Missionary 
Society was organized, with Mrs. J. 
M. D. Burrows as president; and im- 
mediately a box was sent to Kansas. 


The society was an innovation 


upon which many people looked ask- 
ance. The movement owed its success 
to the sound judyment of the women. 


BEHIND THESE YEARS 


Mrs. Thomas W. McClelland, Mrs. 
M. B. Cochrane and Mrs. C. D. Nott 
were appointed by the church session 
to administer the poor relief in the 
parish. Mrs. Ells gave a hundred dol- 
lars to start the = self-denial fund, 
which provided a scholarship for one 
of the schools in the Gaboon mission 
in Africa. 


Young People. The girls caught the 
enthusiasm of the women, and within 
a year, formed a junior society known 
as the Busy Bees, sending their first 
box to the drought area of Nebraska. 
Like their mothers, they made new 
garments and renovated old ones for 
use in mission relief work. They also 


made cash contributions to national 


and foreign mission causes. 

One of the young ladies, Miss 
Abbie Cochrane, was a. teacher in 
the North Davenport grammar school. 


Only threescore and ten 
years ago many sincere 
people looked 
upon the work of women 
in Missionary Societies. 
Now, Miss Alfreda Zarges 
(seated left) is Director of 


Religious Education and 
plans with committees of 
girls ‘for more effective 
work in their departments 
of the~ Church School. 
(Seated right) Florence 
Spangle, (standing left) 
Eloise Gaghagen, and 
(standing right) Dorothy 
Risse. 


askance 


_—- 


ee ee a a, ae ey 


ree oe mn pacha | 
tilt rou dT aonb! 


ol) Bb Ko iu ee a 
bal leertob- se “Abs Jee 


iy 


setae aoods sym aoudo Alt gh 


BATLEY re 


dt tars else 2A'T algae? gauoY 


atelipw Dew 
mMionrd. yruios® vols, B bowl soe 
jax torts gaibirive Moved GAY Sh 


Bes 


eee ao. shebedy odd oh.werl 
- ' 
win ob voi eration 1d? ae) 
; aor i 
78) aoheobls. botavudss. bw 2 tebe 


vals YSAT 20 tay) folzainy Ue oe 
lestonen of gonuerades i fsg. abate 
2a comin cisely 


aziM ony lo aa 
he) ASS Soe Spwinuod otiA 
locnisg tneuidiGay JnyepersveQ: detavl odd 


eubsl, peaay 


ist 


ast bad a1u9voadt vieO 
Simpmie 
In otsp 


HomiGyw to ateWw of! 


son vRe ( 
bawye: pict 14 
feay 
actly >22 ¥ Wah ores ni 
eepioS ‘mhertA: eit we" 
o idfset' al | He! 
bad. sdilonybs 
to Rewttiqntos | tiv ; 
avitsdty stom ote shin 
etnemhngsh cuedt nl how 
toons? notudD ~ odd to 
wang? ‘tiga  betoget 
(tal) gaibuntel . slpacad 
bam ‘Wapbdpes ool 
yt'oroQ {itdi: paibmste} oY 
i abe Pe: 


hrtoer: 
iw? pile? , 


en ddes’ 


BOF AM vib ei yaigkg 
jtseit 
i, ol, (x Bt Las 
tapprow git to ineaneutd aha 


4 , ae ih 


con ‘one a Saath % i ne i 
7 
one Woh qitemtbadve. « babjvorg dots.’ 


Hiny efedth A on Hcimyoe ea 9 pda 
maiish a © bonnes cued | 
OVI ow aa as 


ami bids Ste j 
iin) ea. soni. brawolt 
rod TL tal fe moana 
baytie bow’ eon 7 es 
evil wot Wu Cute HR wohT Ai juorls 
yr ise 
Tt aM 


SHE LIES. | 


“USKGDIO 2B yI9iIOe 
G 4h eure IM 
bee BO a Ywinboen 
yn al TP 
Jou, fia ae oe 
wu Jeeves oll wea 


ables A 
see 


ATS bee 


’ 
five Le F 


MAT EV Oma 
wer basa: ; 


Mss ps2 alt ty 


Ith, ° 2b 


AAtTiow ih 


, ah 
B honee 
to Wow > 
rain le ” sKetian vaiboght” te toil 
nwols 


enomoW teh gaa fray 


to tool) tune wit os 


¥ 


- 


2 “* poeeettied oo pe 


i 
[aie @. 


LS 
et) 


WOMEN 


One day an Indian in paint and 
feathers looked in at the schoolroom 
window and shook his tomahawk at 
the children, enjoying the consterna- 
tion he was causing. 


To Mexico. Miss Cochrane was ap- 
pointed as an educational missionary 
to Mexico in 1879, but being only 
twenty-three years old, she was ac- 
companied by her father on her first 
trip. into that land infested with 
bandits and Indians. Her support 
came from the Iowa Synodical Socie- 
ty,,Mrs. D. T. Newcomb contribut- 
ing a large portion of her salary. 


The next summer Miss Abbie was 
joined on the mission field by her sis- 
ter Lillie (Miss Mary Elizabeth Coch- 
rane), who was supported by the 
Des Moines Presbyterian Society. Af- 
ter five years of teaching there, Abbie 
resigned, to be married to William D. 
Nicholson, a civil engineer for the 
Mexican National: Railway. Lillie, 
however, continued in this schoolwork 
until 1892, 
married to Marion E. Beall, a mis- 
sionary in Mexico City. 


Whenever either of these ladies 
visited Davenport, the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society was fired with new 
zeal for the cause of missions. 


Nicholas M. Clute. The vacancy 
was filled by The Rev. Nicholas Mar- 
-cellus Clute, D. D., at the end of 
May, the following year. He was 
born of Dutch parents in the Mohawk 
Valley and lived most of his life in 
the Empire state, coming to Charles 
City, lowa three years prior to his 
call to Davenport. 
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The Rev. Nicholas M. Clute, D.D., 
Pastor from |I881 to 1885. 


a ee nen hn vac 


The Ladies’ Social Sewing Society 
was still sewing and knitting, but 
took time for many kinds of festivals, 
one of which was a reception for Dr. 
and Mrs. Clute at the manse. The 
women were now raising money to 
recarpet and recushion the sanctuary. 


Benevolence. So successful were the 
women in raising money that they 
were asked to raise the entire Benévol- 
ence Fund for the church. For sev- 
eral years Miss Elizabeth Andreas 
served as treasurer of the fund, most 
of which went to the boards of the 
General Assembly. Contributions 
were given to the German Theologi- 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS 


cal Seminary (now Dubuque Uni- 


versity) and Parsons College, for the 
partial support of students in training 
for the ministry. 


Chinese Mission. Miss Lida Adams 
came to realize the number of Chinese 
laundrymen in the city. She promoted 
for them English classes taught by 
the young people whose homes were 
opened to them showing American 
life at its best. This work, begun in 
1882 with Miss Julia McAlister as 
superintendent, was continued more 
than fifteen years, until there were 
no longer many Chinese in town. 


Pansy Band. The children’s mis- 
sionary circle known as the Pansy 
Band. was started at the 
by Mrs. Joanna Burrows. 


The chil- 
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dren learned of peoples in foreign 
lands and made simple articles for 
sale at bazaars to raise missionary 
money. Miss Lucy Johnston remem- 
bers sitting on the window ledge in 
the basement of the Seventh Street 
Church and using bright-colored yarn 
on’ sewing cards. The boys sometimes 
Saturday afternoon ball 
game because of the meetings. The 
first year, the Pansy Band sent $40 
to the Mexico Mission, and later 
helped to buy an organ for use in 
the Indian territory. : 


Social Service. Some of the young 
people expressed their missionary in- 
terest by teaching in the Newcomb 
Memorial Sunday School, which was 
supervised by such men as Elders J. 


B. Young, M. B. Cochrane, Richard 


The Church School Shop now provides a wide variety of activity for boys, under the 
direction of Mr. Gustafson (right), with the assistance of Leslie Wright, Scoutmaster 


(left), and Walter Parker (center). 
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D. Simpson, J. R. Bowman, and John 
N. Greer. 


Having outgrown its name, the 


Ladies’ Sewing. Society became the. 


Ladies’ Social Society of Church 
Workers, and for many years was 
called by the first part of the name. 
Many of their activities had a social 
service function. 

As early as 1876 the. women were 
asked by the session to welcome 
strangers at the church and visit them 
in their homes. The Ladies’ Social 
Society furnished printed cards which 
the young men placed in the hotel 
rooms each week-end inviting the 
travellers to worship at the First 
Presbyterian Church. 


WOMEN AT WORK 


Shortly after the beginning of Dr. 
Clute’s ministry here, Mrs. Clute 
passed to her reward, The pastor 
later married Mrs. Mary Whitney, 
matron of the Iowa Soldiers’ Orphans’ 
Home. During the four years he 
served the church, he recorded with 
trembling hands the proceedings of 
the session, resigning because of fail- 
ing health. He returned to Charles 
City and served as supply minister 
to small churches for several years. 


This was the era of woman’s eman- 
cipation from the narrow limits of 
the fireside. The Missionary Society 
was appropriately called by Miss Lil- 
lic Cochrane “a college of Liberal 
Arts to the women of the church.” 


Left: Mrs. Alma Cale Lundberg, Church Sec- 


retary for 13 years. 
Treasurer since 1931. 


( 


Right: Mrs. Ida B. Hutchens, 
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Above: The Brother- 
hood Class is a char- 
ter member of the 
National Brotherhood 


Association. 


Right: Fred Wyman, peg 
member of the Board - 

of Trustees for three 
decades and generous 
supporter of the church. 


Reet Seem 


The Church School staff of officers and teachers about 1916. 


Back row: Grace Frank, Mrs. John Hand, Mrs. Schultz, Mrs. Naumann, A. |. Naumann, Mr. 
Malone, Kate Anthony, J. A, Uts, JA. Rohde, ‘Mr. Beyer, 2. 020.0 05. ee ey ee eee 
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Fourth row: ... (half face), Oliver Murray (behind), Mt Bria ates, Mary Henry 
Jean Robeson,. Eloise Gee, Dorothy Drier, Lois Wells, Sadie Terry, Mrs. J. A. Rohde, ... .. 
E. Vera Stuehmer, .. .. (behind), Jessie Easson, George S. Johnson. 


Third row: Cable Von Maur, W. R. Johnson, Mrs. L. M. Coffman, Pearl Shaw, Cora Johnson. 

Second row: Elmer Thomas, L. J. Yaggy, Mrs. F. A. Waugh, Mrs. Wilcox, Mrs. Young, J. B. 
Young, H. W. Gilbert, Mrs. Heine, Mrs. Maude Wettstein, Kathryn Farber, Mrs. J. |. Lunch, Birdie 
McDowell. 

Front row: ... .., J. I. Lynch, Margaret Cram (behind), Helen Frank, John Ogg, C. J. 
Von Maur, Dr. L. M. Cofioran, Harry Whaley, Alden Coffman, Joseph Jackson. 


ABSTAINERSS 
Have Less Sib 


“ono ‘ery | ,ovre dA 


omy Ww bes? dieth 


mis o& éh-anld bood bod ott te eden 
ani. Yo “Xediiew 10 aoult wot seeteuiT tei 
baodrediowWd lspatiet ; ruoteaee bap Iebas 


Nonoindser 


Aonudls ot to wivogay 


s GARE ted. 23a)iy0 of pas areoitto tp Tints loud? fowdo oat b- 
aM noo woh A pn ortueV wai tddo? ba breht edal att doa sger@ rwer jac 
a . i cl pon Ru feta ae pbad? . A td ga vated aA sto erclolt 
Washi viol! ealowand ie ae lonided) yomuM, yyiO . “exe tod) . o.  .. Twot dive i ae 
Pep! ebde® 41 pare watt sibpe 2 tla 55) aed yt oro oe ssiold pines a asl 
|S \aodaddt 42 eplbgw: Hoivell eedt (ha te ae /> yeomdout2 cr 


Harada, oteD word tii echo a” or . evel Be whl ne¥ ad : :wor bidT _ 
BO ae! nth aos iM Haul sy A ope tJ roshont- vomld rwor beeoed 
SHIGE donudol ol aM fedyo% Baie Bi petit abyoM a jecie WA hedia WwW pay 

: ae? | Nawal % 

OS ped ndel doo nate 6 nideed mot? deep aM. (ony) £4 + gwee ties4 Y 
oopogl the Ke uw mted nebtA jyolmdtW/ mor ta woe MS _— nd 


Let i. 
p , i 
: : A 4 5 : ‘ Foal: 
oY ree 8 mee re tile lh tine - - 
. : ‘ * . = 
yy “ ude 


* > on + Re ee ttn ee —s . ¥ tha ONS ce no meee 


EXPANDING HORIZONS 
Chapter IV 


“Who. will our 
next pastor be?” = 

T his question 
was asked many 
times during the 
discouraging year 
that followed. At 
last there was an answer: The Rev. 
Joseph Brewster Little, D. D., from 
Adrian, Michigan, who came April 
22, 1886. An hour after he landed, 
he was in the Maundy Thursday 
prayer meeting, coming close to the 
hearts of his people. 


Easter Sunday was bright and 
beautiful and the sanctuary was 
decked with flowers. Resurrection 
music was provided by the Misses 
Annable and Day, and the Messrs. 
Meyer and Frizell. The services re- 
freshed the hopes of the worshipers, 
the beginning of revitalized activity 
in the church. 


Youth. The work of. the young 
people took on new life with the or- 
ganization of a Christian Endeavor 
Society afhliated with the national 
program. Under sympathetic adult 
leaders, the meetings were conducted 
entirely by the youth. The society 
grew rapidly and soon won the favor 
of those who had at first looked ask- 
ance upon the innovation. 


At the same time the girls of the 
Young People’s Missionary Society 
kept on raising money and filling mis- 
sion boxes, among the leaders being 
Kathryn Farber, Lida Middleton and 
Helen Cattell. In addition to’ the 


work in the Newcomb Sunday School. 
where the Misses Margaret LaVen- 
ture and Laura Harlow were active, 
the young men and women helped 
to conduct a Christian Endeavor 
Society at the chapel and furnished 
music at the People’s City Mission. 


Women and Missions. One spring 
day the trains brought scores of ladies 
to Davenport to attend the 1887 
meeting of the Presbyterian Women’s 
Board of Missions of the Northwest. 


~The expanding horizon of the Pres- 


byterian. Church is shown by the 
great number of lands discussed on 
the program, a copy of which has 
been preserved by Mrs. Thomas Mur- 
ray. The meetings gave added impetus 
to the local enthusiasm for the cause 
of world-wide evangelization. 

This was an age of revival’ meet- 
ings. From year to year the First 
Presbyterian Church = cooperated 
in such evangelistic campaigns, re- 
celving many new members into her 
fellowship. Yet the church roll re- 
mained about three: hundred because 


of the great number leaving town or 


removed by death. 


Going Home. Some of the men 
and women who had served the Lord 
long and faithfully in the First 
Church, were now declining in years 
and were giving gver their respon- 
sibilities to a younger generation. 
Their benign presence was a benedic- 
tion to the congregation, but within 
the space of a few years several of 
the early leaders were called home: 
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The Manse, 224 East Twelfth street, 
built in 1865 and used until 1907, was 


the scene of many weddings. 


The Rev. Enoch Mead and The Rev. 
J. D. Mason, both pioneer ministers; 
Elders J. M. D. Burrows, Dr. Charles 
Crary, Dr. jy). Dhempson,: fd- 
ward Roberts and Edward Russell: 
Trustees Charles E. Putnam, James 


Renwick and William Renwick; Mrs.’ 


D. T. (Patience V.) Newcomb, and 
Mrs. Sarah McManus, grandmother 
to Mrs. Gus Ficke. 

‘The church also mourned the pass- 
ing of the minister’s wife, Mrs. Mary 
A. Little, who had- suffered poor 
health since her arrival, but had given 
her declining strength to the parish. 
She left a son, George B. Little, now 
a dentist in Palo Alto, California; 
and a daughter Mary (Mamie), who 
was later married to the renowned 
lecturer, Edward Howard Griggs. So 
much had Mrs. Little endeared her- 
self to the women that they furnished, 
in her memory, a classroom in the 
Mary Holmes Seminary for colored 
girls in West Point, Mississippi. 


Boys’ Band. The children of the 
Pansy Band were now growing up. 
The boys had served as ushers at the 
Women’s Missionary convention and 
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were beginning to take pare ins the | 


~J 


Christian Endeavor meetings. Before 
long the entire band was absorbed by 
that society. Likewise, the Boys’ Sun- 
dav School Class, taught first by Mrs. 
Emma Regnier and then by Pro- 
fessor J. W. McBride, now became 
the Young Men’s Bible Class with 
Mr. F. S. Shepard as leader. 

Then the younger set formed the 
Boy’s Band, meeting once a month 
with Miss Lida Middleton as leader: 
These boys joined in with the girls 
to start the Junior Christian Endeavor 
in October, 1894, of which Miss 
Grace Regnier was superintendent for 
several years. 


Minister Marries. It was a happy 
occasion when The Rev.. Dr. Little 
was married to Miss Julia McAlister. 
The Ladies’ Social Society arranged 
an elaborate reception for them in 
the church parlors, presenting them 
with a nice gift. : 

In her quict way, Miss McAlister 
had been active in all the Women’s 
work and in the Sunday School. She 
had been superintendent of the 
Chinese Mission and the Pansy Band. 
Already beloved by the congrega- 
tion, she was welcomed as the pas- 
tor’s new wife. 


For Others. Now the work of the 
Chinese Mission was under the super- 
vision of Miss Lida P.- Middleton. 
Besides the Sunday School at New- 
comb Memorial Chapel, which was 
in charge of George W. Cable, the’ 
young people, with James S$. Conner 
as superintendent, were conducting 
Mission Sunday School at the church 
on Sunday afternoons in the hope of 
reaching the young people who 
worked so late on Saturday evenings 
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HORIZONS 


that they were not up for the regular 
school at nine-thirty. 


One of the young women, Miss 
Josephine Suiter, was teaching in the 
village school at Walcott. With some 
support from the Davenport church, 
she fitted up an abandoned school- 
house and started in it a little Sun- 
day School, which is still serving the 
community. 


Music. When The Rev. Dr. Little 
had been here nearly ten years, his 
New Year sermon was a_ historical 
one. In it he said: “For years we 
have had by far the best choir this 
city has ever known. It was so good 
it came near making the whole con- 
gregation good singers. It stimulated 
other choirs to excellence. And it 
leaves a faultless echo in the present 
arrangement.” 


That arrangement was a precentor, 
Mr. C. R. McCandless, who led the 
congregational singing and occasional- 
ly sang a solo. However, a quartet 
choir was soon engaged again. The 
organist was Professor S$. T. Bowlby 


of Rock. Island. 


At one time the choir had a vacancy 
which George Little was invited to 
fll. He was flattered and put his 
youthful soul into his singing for 
twenty-eight weeks. When he was 
about to leave -for the university that 
fall, the treasurer gave him a check 


for his services. Coming as a surprise, 


it was the first money he had ever 
received for his singing. It was used 
for his first tailormade suit which he 
was to wear at the University of 
Michigan 

The widening vision of the First 
Church was reflected in the frequency 
with which out-of-town choirs pro- 
vided musical programs, one of them 


Church. 
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The Rev. Joseph B. Little, D.D., 1886- 
96, was from an Indiana family famous 
for its number of Presbyterian ministers. 


being the Princeton College Glee 
Club, which sang during the Christ- 
mas vacation of 1894. Miss Renwick 
arranged for a phonographic concert 
at one of the Ladies’ Social Society 
meetings, and another time, a stere- 
optical lecture on Egypt. 


Changes. The First Presbyterian 
Church had now been worshiping at 
Seventh and Brady Streets for thirty 
vears, in which time the residential 
section of the city had moved up the 
hill, placing the center of the parish 
far north of the Seventh Street 
Several churches were al- 
ready located on the hill where some 
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of the Presbyterians were attending 
for convenience. 


New Site. “Let us move to the 
hilltop,” said the women, who soon 
raised five hundred dollars toward 
furnishing a new church. They sent 
a committee to confer with the 
trustees regarding the selection of a 
location. 


Dr. Little was happy with the pro- 
gress of the church and also with its 
outlook, but he felt that another man 
should carry out the building plan. 
Resigning at the close of. his tenth 
year, he accepted a call to Shenan- 
doah, Iowa. 

Ere his successor arrived, the 
ground for the new church had been 
purchased, the Ladies’ Social Society 
advancing their $500 to make a pay- 
ment on it. The committee that made 
the selection were men and women 


of vision: Messrs. Anthony Burdick, 
A. F. Cutter, George P. McClelland, 
Henry Spink and J. S$. Wylie; and 
Mesdames R. E. Lindsay and W. D. 
Middleton. The site they chose was 
at Kirkwood Boulevard and Iowa 
Street. . 


Although the trustees began at 
once to solicit subscriptions for the 
new edifice, over three years elapsed 
before it was ready for occupation. 
In the meantime the congregation 
continued to worship at the Seventh 
Street church. 


John B. Donaldson. The Rev. John 
B. Donaldson, D. D., began his min- 
istry here on November 8, 1896. He 
and. his family were welcomed at a 
reception in the home of Dr. and 


Mrs. W. D. Middleton. 


~Records. Dr. Donaldson, a scholar 
especially interested in history, en- 
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couraged the church to provide ade: 
quate records of the events of his 
pastorate. The minute books of the 
session and the board of trustees 
were fully posted and preserved. 
Many intimate details of the church 
and its members were published as 
news in the local church periodical, 
The Presbyterian, a bound volume of 
which is: found in the pastor’s study. 
Dr. Donaldson was editor, with Ralph 
W. Cram as associate. 


Not satisfied with the current 


events of the church, Dr. Donaldson 
compiled a great deal of authentic 
information regarding the early his- 
tory of the organization and its minis- 
ters. A committee collected portraits 
of all the former pastors, making up 
the hall of fame in the corridor op- 
posite the pastor’s study, copies of 
which are used in the present his- 
torical volume. 


Service. In those last years at the 
old location, special effort was made 
to render lasting service in the down- 
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town section. The result was an im- 
mediate increase in the Sunday School 
and church attendance so that the 
building was filled to capacity every 
Sunday. Also the shut-ins were visited 
by the women of the new Home De- 
partment, and the infants were served 


by the Cradle Roll. 


The First Church was still furnish- 
ing teachers for the Newcomb 
Memorial Sunday School and now 
paying the salary of The Rev. John 
McArthur, who was employed part 
time to minister to the little congre- 
gation. This mission was meeting the 
running expenses of its work. 

Under the leadership of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. R: Bowman, the young peo- 
ple of the home church were conduct- 
ing a new Sunday School on Jersey 
Ridge Road. They held occasional 
services in several other rural neigh- 
borhoods but none developed into 
established schools. 


The gifts of the church to benevol- 
ences were increasing, and the Wo- 


Laurance Smith, assistant 
organist, accompanying a 
quartet from the Eventide 
Choir, 1939, (front, left to 
right): Mary Schmidt, Phyl- 
lis Jones, Robert McIntosh, 
William Weck. 
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men’s Missionary Society, which had 
in 1896 ranked fifteenth in the Synod 
in contributions to state projects, had 
already come up to first place. At the 
sume time, Parsons College enjoyed 
a large gift from Mr. G. W.. Cable, 
and scholarship endowments amount- 
ing to $4000 from Mrs. D. T. New- 
comb’s estate, and $1000 from Mrs 
N. M. Clute. The People’s Union 
Mission in the “tenderloin” district 
received donations for the erection of 
a new hall. 

Thus, while the First Presbyterian 
Church was raising funds for build- 
ing and furnishing its own magnifi- 
cent edifice which was to cost $100,- 
QOO, she was promoting an unusually 
large number of altruistic enterprises, 
and her fellowship came up to 400 
members. 


Boys. At a memorable communion 
service, October 9, 1898, five boys 
from Mr. Charles J. Von Maur’s Sun- 
day School class were received into 
the church; Norman M. Baker, Al- 
bert R. Bawden, Paul Blair, Wilbur 
D. Cloud and Harold Alden Dalzell 
They were then active in the boys’ 
Club and in the Junior Christian En- 
deavor. They cherish fond memories 
of the annual class dinners given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Von Maur in their 
home. Nor have they forgotten being 
sent out of class because they were 
annoying the girls in Mrs. Stile’s 
class across the balcony. 

Out of this class came one of the 
first young men from the church to 
enter. the Christian ministry, The 
Rev. Harold A. Dalzell, D. D., now 
Associate Pastor of the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He was not related to 
the pioneer family by that name. 


HORIZONS 


Wheels. Some of the young people 
who had traveled and others who 
liked to hear about life in foreign 
lands formed the Palmers’ Club, 
Which met in the W. D. Middleton 
home for music and travel talks. 
Popular as this club was, a few who 
wanted to travel under their own had 
a Bicycle Club which helped build 
cycle paths along the highway as far 
as Pleasant Valley. 

One day when some of the young 
men were out on their wheels, the 
pastor hurried by on foot to visit in 
the parish. 

“Dr. Donaldson ought to have a 
bicycle!” exclaimed George Middle- 
ton. | 

“A minister ride a bicycle? He looks 
better on a horse,” said Hiram Wylie. 

“Of course, he borrows father’s 
horse whenever he wants to make 
calls in the country. But he would 
use a Wheel here in town,” continued 
George. 

“Let’s get him one,” the young 
men. said, 

On Easter morning a fine “rubber- 
tired steed” was found on the front 
porch of the manse. As was to be ex- 
pected, the pastor was sometimes 
chased down the street by a frenzied 
dog, and once he was bitten on the 
shin. But no “coach and four” was 
ever more appreciated than this gift 
from youthful friends. 


Fire. During the last year, the old 
church home narrowly escaped de- 
struction. Once the tower was struck 
by lightning. Another time, when the 


-temperature was below zero, ‘during 


the morning sermon the ushers noticed 
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smoke coming up the stairway. Leav- 
ing their posts, Hiram Wylie and 
George Middleton fell to work and 
extinguished a fire in the basement 
without disturbing the services. 


Memory Meeting. The last com- 
munion in the old church was the 
last of the century. It was the first 
oceasion on which the individual com- 
munion glasses were used, a gift to 
the church by Mr. Benjamin Barr. 
The ewer and chalices of the old set 
were given to the Second Presbyterian 
Church (now Mt. Ida Church). 

The eve of Thanksgiving, Novem- 
ber 29, 1899, a “memory meeting” 
was held in the old primary class- 


room, representatives of the various © 


organizations of the church giving: his- 
torical accounts of their work. 


The Seventh Street Church had 
been sold to Mrs. Mary L. D. Put- 


Br D: THESE YEARS 


nam, whose late husband, Charles E. 
Putnam, had been president of the 
board of trustees arranging for the 
purchase of the building thirty-five 
years before. It was to be the Museum 
for the Academy of Science. 

On Sunday, December 3, the last 
worship services were held here. As 
there was no heat because the jani- 
tor failed to realize that the building 
would be used, the sermon was omit- 
ted. Two members were received into 
the fellowship, Mrs. James C. Me- 
Donald and Mrs. LaFayette Parker, 
whose husband had formerly been 
president of the board of trustees of 
the church. 


The final ceremony of farewell was 
the presentation of the keys to the 
new owner, Mrs. Putnam. Then the 
congregation formed a procession to 
march to the new church on the hill 
top. 


Church Nursery in which parents leave their young children during the Sunday 


morning services. Mildred Haden, supervisor, in 1934. 


Back row (left to right): Joy Wren, Patty Wren, Wayne Moulder, Norma 


Jane Engle, Ann Winchell. 


Front 
Winchell. 


row: Joyce Gustafson, Joyce Moorhead, Beverly Gustafson, Helen 


[SO | 


| Hiern aif) SBUKD: rai sherk OL 26a? 
f° gaibhiad welt ites seadiinnt od Laltad 1? 
bia anw nokia vit on) acl bia 
| olur bev esas pte: é adinae owl ..Wed 
MEO msl 27M Satan otf 
dated auaiadd I. ‘aM be theme 
nied yhantrot. bad Caer ncleuast viagithva 
lo esos? 10 ba 10} oh te diobt 

Aya 

egy Ugwars it to yrororss lati oT 
avi G) aver sty Y. ACR (euITy” wth) 
gis aon SVE. wo own 
QS tuleeseoin es Lore NOURI AgE 
it } seen 


ot 
gu*t 


tri MAT tO Lun Vit} ori) 


(09 


ae ae hae saw to jive oe, 


ia ees et #. . 


‘pe@m.y orld to 


t | 
it toner i a3 


papa a: ne nae 

Po tanh aie . 
: « : n} a } r 
am ea. mS aps i 

“ 

1 ‘ ' +5 

p 
i 


bieu pers “9 pe 


mattikaiat bons oh of ie 
(dswid® abe aM ion) 
stay wivigedacat i) 
“ypBuore yor” as 
eanle Yb MII 
ky auyt 
aid nity Acids wht 
drow witht Vey eS tenia 
Lie yg Ise a daergwee oT 
“gu J wot atl vt tahoe pe fe 


4 
We > Wis eb 


rate 


pobmue ont prim ot ni vtlito gapoy watt tins Honig dae ai canvas tow? e's 
| PERT ni roziviegque nebo bi rbilil Cn ; 
omobl .whlveM ssa not ytteS nerW yal ilidgiy of ted} wor doe 


Sodan and. sign. enol = | 
avis des ybaved eocdibae vous worlata@® Be seb! Bhat ‘ale 
y * ei * \ ; i 
he y ay v ay is de Ae ; 
: iy Se a 
WCCO ee | 
. 5 i cit ] Res 


saat - . we rs ’ ve 
. * , y ee \ ‘ . « v ad “ 
Diy Ee: Te yi ee a ot . Raat ae: ‘pare \ ip eae 
phe see ree od M , afar, >” *. SOT ee oe | a alto a » 4 /.. y ry Dh 4% , aay Ny ! tise i ee ee oe 


The members were justly proud of the new church they had erected at Kirkwood Boulevard and 


lowa Street in 


1899. A saintly elder prayed that they would never worship the building instead 
of God. 


ON THE HILLTOP 
Chapter V 


Then a silver-haired little 


Breaking Sod. There was a drizzling 
rain and the wind was sharp that 
morning. But it was a happy crowd 
that met on the vacant lot at Kirk- 
wood Boulevard and Iowa Street. A 
brief prayer was offered by. the pas- 
tor, Dr. J. B. Donaldson, with the 
Lord’s Prayer in) unison, 


[ST] 


lady 
stepped forward and took up a shovel. 
She was Mrs.. Mary L. D. Putnam, 
the senior member of the church. 
Cutting the sod, she lifted a shovelful 
to the wagon amid the cheers of ap- 


~plause. She was followed by officials 


and members of the church, young 
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and old, each loading a shovel of earth 
until the wagon was filled. This be- 
ginning of excavation for the new 
church on the hilltop was March 18, 
1898. Four months later the corner- 
stone was laid. 


Cornerstone. The Stars and Stripes 
floated over the construction derrick. 
The floor of the assembly room was 
crowded and both streets were 
jammed with people who remained 
in their carriages to witness the cere- 
monies. An impressive address was de- 
livered by the Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, The Rev. Robert. F. 
Aemple, D:D.) ELD: tathes,of 
Mrs. Donaldson). Numerous articles 
were deposited in the cornerstone by 
A. F. Cutter, President of the Build- 
ing Committee and J. B. Young, 
Senior Elder. The contractor who 
lowered the stone into place was Fred 
Theleman, son-in-law of a former 
elder, Dr. J. J. Tomson. Striking the 
stone three times in the name of the 
triune God, Dr. Donaldson laid the 
cornerstone. The music was in charge 
of Miss Henrietta Warren and Pro- 
fessor S. T. Bowlby, with Miss Lil- 


lian Smith, the blind soprano, singing 


“Blest Be the Tie that Binds.” 


like the 


of a_ friend's 


"The windows, 
eyes face, 
give illumination and ex- 
pression’. The west win- 
dows, in memory of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hiram Cable, 
represent  Hofmann's 
“Christ at Emmaus" at the 
moment when the disciples 


say to him, “Abide with 


us. The "Church Mili- 
tant and the ‘Church 
Triumphant" are on either 
side. 


Making Money. While the walls 
were going up stone by stone, every 
organization in the church was rais- 
ing money for some part of the furn- 
ishings. Mrs. W. D. Middleton gave - 
music lessons, using her fees to pur- 
chase a grand piano for the Sunday 
School; Mr. and: Mrs. Priester .sold 
soap chips; the Misses Bessie Burrows 
and Anna Mason sold candies; Mrs. 
J. G. Burrows, foot powder; Mrs. A. 
F. Cutter, jelly; Mrs. William Ren- 
wick, vegetables; Miss Anna Rhodes, 
jelly and yeast; Mrs. Murphy, Parker- 
house rolls, Mrs. J. W. McBride, pic- 
tures of the church; Mrs. S. P. Bryant, 
baking powder; Miss Sarah Daven- 
port, extracts; Mrs. J. B: Young, 
liniment; Mrs. Johnson, tomatoes; 
Mrs. E. F. Long, bread; Mrs. C. A. 
Dopp made kitchen aprons; and Mrs. 
J. B. Donaldson, handkerchief bags; 
while Mrs. Cousins did plain sewing 
and Mrs. George Bechtel made new 
stockings out of old ones by putting 
in new feet; Mrs. L. A. Beaver, Mrs. 
Harrison Bird and Mrs. H. M. Joiner 


took friends out riding in their car- 


riages for ten cents an hour. 


The work of the women in prepar- 
ing for the occupation of the church 
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can never be estimated. While the 
Ladies’ Social Society was reimbursed 
for the money advanced to pay for 
the ground, they paid $5000 in cash 
for furnishings and finishings and 
for five years contributed a thousand 
dollars a year on the mortgage. 


New Church. Dr. Donaldson’s 
description of the beautiful new edi- 
fice is fittingly quoted: “The new 
church was built of Marquette brown- 
stone, which has a magnesian stain 
known as the ‘rain drop’ marking. It 
makes the warmest, richest, stateliest 
structure that heart could wish. The 
architecture is Romanesque; the tower 
is in the style of Richardson, the 
eminent Boston architect; and the 
carved oak leaves and foliage in the 
gables are of Renaissance design. The 
interior is modified from the medieval 
churchly lines into a modern octagon; 
while the ceiling is marked with a 
Maltese cross in buff and a Greek 
cross in olive green.” 

Windows of unusually fine art 
glass were dedicated to the memory 
of departed members of the church; 
on the, east side of the sanctuary, the 
Renwick estate; and on the west, that 


of Mr. and Mrs. Cable. In the Ln 


"The Angel of the Resur- 
rection" with Hope lean- 
ing on her anchor and 
Faith on the 


"Memorials to that James 


cross are 


Renwick who was the last 
to be burned in 


Scotland, of his namesake, 


martyr 


the father of our music," 


and his son William. 


deavor Hall under the balcony, the 
west window is a memorial to’ The 
Rev. Enoch Mead, who helped to 
organize the church; the next two 
to Mr. and Mrs. John Middleton and 
their daughter and son, Mary Mid- 
dleton Vale and Alexander P. Mid- 
dleton; two more to the first elder, 
John McDowell Burrows and_ his 
wife, Sarah Meeker Burrows: and 
the east one to a more recent elder, 
Edward Roberts and his wife, Jane 


Roberts. 


In the Sunday School Chapel (now 
the Junior Department), one window 
was dedicated by Captain and Mrs. 
Walter Blair to the memory of their 
son Paul. The center window honored 
the memory of Mrs. Mary Webb 
Modemann, mother of Mrs. W. D. 
Middleton, expressing her love for 
music. Mrs. Middleton’s gift piano 
was placed. in this chapel where she 
served as Sunday School pianist sev- 
eral years until her health failed. 


First Services. The first services in 
the new edifice were held in this 
chapel on December 3, 1899, after 
the congregation had given up the 
keys of the old chureh and marched 
up the hill, preeeded by a grandson 
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Dedication 


The dedicatory services were held on Sunday morning, December 17, 1899. The pro- 
‘gram is found in The Presbyterian: 


Silent Prayer by Each Worshiper 


Prelude—Liebestraum St Rat aoe AMR SR Me MEAN Dla ha Se TAT ene ae I) 
Doxology and Lord's Prayer Nba ros Sip) MELEE Shaper RCT T STD eh Congregation 
Jubilate, Balmer ...... eer YY af a ora em? 5 7 oN NA Choir 
Responsive Reading, Meggett a ear Pastor and People 
Comomation, Alt: Pia the Power ec hla acl scenes Congregation and Choir 
bo, eR -Robert F. Moccia DD. LE: D., Moderator of General Assembly 
Treasurer’s Report | RDS ei = Rep peace Burdick 
Presentation of Keys... EUS NS Re REE eS ALF. Cutter 
Acceptance of the Building . oN Oe a OR, MERE ee ON ete, TRE. Be oe oT 
Apostle’s Creed. Epa Nt IE ER OR PD ssstebs Seidl Wa densities dct ce” SEO ORE 


Gloria Patria 
Sermon ..... W. G. Craig, D.D., LL.D., President of McCormick Theological. Seminary 
Offertory—-*With Verdure Clad,” from the Creation 0... . Mrs. O. C. Tennis 


Dedication Readings 


s 


Dedication, Prayer UAT Se aide 2S ON Aes SAR PR ER ey S/S ea Pastor 
Dedication Poem Sao ais ees “Mrs. W. H. Wilson 
Postlude -Offertoire in G Ford 
Kirkwood Choir 
Professor S. T. Bowlby, Miss Julia Ryan Dr. C. Rv McCandless 
Organist . Miss Florence Atkinson Dr. Arthur Atkinson 
Broadway Choir 
Mrs. J. K. Scott Miss Julian Hill Dr. A. H. McCandless J. A. Johnson 
| Building Committee 
A. F, Cutter, Superintendent W. A. Blair W.H. Wilson, Secretary 
G. W. Cable, President A. Burdick, Treasurer C. J. Von Maur 
Ruling Elders 
J. S. Conner, Clerk J. S. Wylie Dr. C. R. Baker 
C. J. Von Maur J. W. McBride J. B. Young 
B. T. Stiles C. A. Dalzell M. L. Millspaugh 
Ushers ; 
Parke T. Burrows George W. Cable, Jr. James D. Mason 
Edward Torbert George Middleton Dr. C. R. Baker 


Hiram Wylie George Bechtel Harry Betty 
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ON THE HILLTOP 


of Charles C. Williams (founder of 
the Sunday School) carrying The 
Bible. The sermon was preached by 
the pastor. The Endeavor Hall was 
dedicated that evening and the first 
prayer meeting was held on Tuesday 
evening. 


The sanctuary was first open to 
the public on Wednesday afternoon, 
when the memorial windows were un- 
veiled in an impressive service. The 
pulpit, which was dedicated to the 
memory of the first pastor, The Rev. 
James Dinsmore Mason, was un- 
draped. The same evening the Social 
Hall (now the Brotherhood Room) 
was formally opened for a church 
dinner and a two-day bazaar, special 
features of which were an art gallery 
and a New England kitchen. Dinner 
was served to four hundred guests, 
nearly a thousand being present that 
first evening. Dr. Donaldson was 
proud of the fact that there were ‘no 
chances, no questionable practices, no 
appeal to bad motives,’ and yet the 
festival cleared $1300. Many of the 


older members have happy memories 


of this festival even though it meant 
hard’ work. 


The first Easter Sunday of the new 
century was celebrated by a union 
communion service in the new sanct- 
uary, several of the churches of the 
city. participating. That evening there 
was a sacred concert arranged by 
Professor Bowlby. 


Wedding. Wedding bells were fre- 
quently mingled with the other joy- 
ous sounds of the living, pulsating 


church. The first marriage to be. 


solemnized in the new sanctuary was 


‘that of Henry W. Voss to Miss Min- 


nie Juanita Mehaffy on August 1, 
1900, The master of ceremonies -was 
William Van Der Veer; Miss Juksch, 
bridesmaid; and William Voss, best 
man. Mendelssohn’s “Wedding 
March” was played by Mrs. W. D. 
Middleton. 


Synod. That autumn the Synod of 
Iowa convened here, the moderator 
being The Rev. Joseph B. Little, D. 
D., former pastor. At this meeting 


a 


‘the retiring moderator, Dr. Bailey, 


presented to Dr. Little as moderator 
a gavel made from the wood of the 


old and the new church buildings of 


Davenport. 


Women and Missions. Simultane- 
ously. the Women’s Synodical Mis- 
sionary Society celebrated its silver 
jubilee along with the local society. 
The foreign missionaries who were 
present stimulated new enthusiasm 
among members of the First Church. 


Six months later: the Presbyterian 
Women's Board of Missions for the 
Northwest was again entertained here. 
In preparation, Mrs. A. F. Cutter 
was executive. chairman and Miss 
Josephine. Cable, corresponding sec 
retary; Mrs. R. E. Lindsay and Mrs. 
N. M. Richardson assigned the dele- 
gates to the homes for lodging and 
breakfast; Mrs. C. R. Baker arranged 
the railroad’ certificates; and Mrs. 
Thomas Murray was in charge of 
the meals at the church where sew 
eral hundred were served. Mrs. Car- 
penter (formerly Mrs. Lizzie 
Howard) came from Minneapolis, 


‘and Mrs. William Renwick, from 
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California, to help welcome the 
guests. 
The delegates were deeply im- 


pressed with the spirit of unity that 
was fostered by taking the cup of 
the Lord’s Supper trom the individ- 
ual chalices all lifted as a single action 
from the great assembly. 

A theme which gripped the imagi- 
nation was the Boxer uprising in 
China. The Rev Horace Pitkin, a 
missionary who had been supporting 
two mission stations with his own 
means and had recently been mar- 
tyred, had left this message to his 
absent wife regarding their only son: 
“Take good care of Horace, and when 
he is 25 years old I want him to come 
and take up my work in China.” 

The suffering endured by the mis- 
sionarics on this and other foreign 
fields was a powerful challenge to 
young people to give their lives for 
the same Of the convention 
guests seven were candidates for such 
service. The challenge reached not 
only the women but also the men of 
the parish, many of whom heard the 
addresses. 


Cause. 


Our Missionary. Immediately there 
was started in the Davenport church 
& Movement to send out a representa- 


Miss Maye Annette Dennis, mis- 
sionary in Mainpuri, India, spends 
her days at teaching, caring for 
the sick and troubled, or delib- 
erating in conferences, but in the 
silent hours of the early night, 
into the 
language many gems of litera- 


ture, and composes hymns with 


she translates native 


original music based on native 
rhythm patterns. 


tive to the foreign field. The. class 
of boys taught by C. J. Von Maur 
promptly voted to earn a hundred 
dollars by mowing lawns and run- 
ning errands; while the young men’s 
class planned to. raise an equal 
amount, to which the former teacher, 
Mrs. William Renwick, promised to 
add fifty dollars. The response was 
so generous that in six weeks the 
success of the project was assured, 
and Harry Betty was appointed treas- 
urer of the fund.. 


William M. Barrett. The first man 
to represent the First Church in Dav- 
enport on the foreign field was The 
Rev. William M. Barrett, then un- 
der appointment to Korea. He had 
been brought up in Kansas and had 
served in the Y. M.-C. A: during 
the Spanish-American War. When 
he was pastor of the Blue Grass 
church, he had become acquainted 
with some of the Davenport people. 
He sailed from San Francisco, August 
10, 1901, as a single man and was 
later married to Miss Elizabeth Car- 
son, also a missionary in Korea. His 
support, $650 a year, was given by 
this church for several years until 
poor health forced him to resign. The 
church then adopted) another mis- 


“slonary. 
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Above: Mr. and Mrs. George S. John. 
son and Mr. and Mrs. George Bechtel, 
with the car in which they toured the 
South together. 


Below: Mrs. Fred Wyman, active in 
the Sunday School and the Women's 
Missionary Society. 
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Fred McCarl. This missionary en- 
thusiasm spread to the Newcomb Sun- 
day School where, also in 1901, one 
of the teachers, Fred McCarl, was 
appointed by the Methodist Board of 
Missions to take over the manage- 
ment of the mission printing press 
in the Philippine Islands. 


In Mexico. Already a few mem- 
bers of the First Church had served 
under the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions.’ Abbie Cochrane 
Nicholson and Mary (Lillie) Coch- 
rane Beall had resigned from the serv- 
ice but were still living in Mexico. 
Miss Helen M. Cattell had been mar: 
ried to The Rev. Otis C. Olds in 
1897 and returned with him as a 
missionary to Parrall, Mexico, where 
they served several years, resigning 
because of The Rev. Mr. Olds’ broken 
health. They are still living in Cali 
fornia. 


To Utah. § Mission work. in the 
homeland also claimed some of the 
young people of this church. Miss 
Margaret LaVenture joined Ada Tay~ 
lor in 1906 at Ferron, Utah, where 
they were teachers in a Presbyterian 
Mission School fur Gentiles and Mor- 
mons. Miss LaVenture was: later mar- 
ried to William Henry Herrick, a 
Presbyterian Sunday School mission- 
ary at Ferron. Since his death in 1927 
she has resided in Davenport. They 
were followed in a few years by Miss 
Maye Annette Dennis, who began 
her life of missionary service. there 
in 1908. Mrs. Emma Reid was in 
training as a deaconess, serving as a 
missionary at Newcomb. Memorial 
Chapel and in) Omaha, Nebraska. 
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Having retired from that work, she 
is now living in Davenport. 


Silver Gifts. While these members 
were giving their lives for the evangel- 
ization of the world, other men and 
women of this church were giving 
money to support the same cause. 
Miss Elizabeth McKee left a legacy 
of $500 and a house, while Mr. 
Proudfoot left $200 for the work at 
Newcomb Chapel. A generous sum 
bequeathed by Mrs. Mary L. D. Put- 
nam to the Women’s Missionary 
Society was applied on a school for 
the Pima Indians at Tucson, Arizona. 
The Rev. Joseph Platt, a retired min- 
ister then living in Davenport, left 
his entire estate of $100,000 to the 
colleges and missions of the Presby- 
terian Church. Smaller gifts were 
made annually by clubs and classes. 


Young People. This was the be- 
vinning of the era of organized Sun- 
day School classes. Already the boys 
were conducting summer camps and 
the girls had a nursery for young 
children during the Sunday morning 
worship service. So active was the 
Christian Endeavor Society that in 
1899 the delegates from the Tri-cities 
chartered 
delegates to the Detroit convention, 
and the next year a large delegation 
attended the one in California. 


The high school girls formed a club 
in 1904 for social and missionary pur- 
poses, calling themselves the Young 
‘Ladies’ Club. The charter members 
were Margaret Manker, Gladys Letts, 
Bessie Joiner, Lucy Johnston, Virginia 
Millspaugh, Ann and Bess Betty, 
Hetta Pope, Lucy Boynton, Carolyn 
and Julia Dennis, and Elizabeth and 
Pearl Martin; Maye Dennis joined 
later. They helped in the Flower 
Mission, under the supervision of Mrs. 


railway coach for their - 


ganization, 


BEHIND THESE YEARS 


P. T. Burrows, to carry bouquets to 
invalids and shut-ins. For many years 
they paid the rent on the telephone 
in the pastor’s study and the printing 
bill for the church. calendars.. When 
this name was no longer appropriate, 
the organization became the Kirk- 


wood Guild. 


Many of these charter members 
were in a Sunday School class which 
was organized in 1906 into the Fidelis 
Class taught by Mrs. George S. John- 
son, who has served faithfully for 
thirty-three years. The class has given 
Christmas baskets for distribution in 
Davenport, to the relief of the suffer- 
ing in Armenia, to the support of a 
French orphan after: the World War, 
to scholarships in mission schools, and 
provided a scholarship for a Mexican 
student at the University of Dubuque, 
later arranging for him to do mission 
work among the Mexican families of 
Bettendorf. These girls were active - 
in the downtown Mission Sunday 
School for many years. 


Brotherhood. There were organiza- 
tions to furnish social and benevolent: 


activities for every group in the 
church except the men, who. were 
so busy. with the business of the 


Whole church that they had given no 
thought to themselves. Influenced by 
the Laymen’s Movement that was 
sweeping the country, they had held 
a banquet in 1902 and had met oc- 
casionally. However, it was three 
years later that they organized the 
Men’s Bible Class with Professor W. 
D. Wells as leader. About the same 
time, Messrs. R. H. Harned, George 
Bechtel, and G. 8. Johnson attended 
the first Brotherhood convention in 
Indianapolis, making this club: a 
charter member of the national or- 
with the motto, “Others.” 
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Their orchestra has furnished special 
music On many occasions. A few of 
the charter members still remain: Dr. 
C. R. Baker, Fred J..Glueck, L. W. 
McKown, P. T. Burrows and A. R. 
Bawden. Hundreds of laymen have 
gone out to become active in other 
churches, many of them organizing 
Brotherhood classes in their new 
church homes. 


Fallen Asleep. Year by year the 
hand of time was removing from 
earthly duties many sainted men and 
women. The pages of The Presby- 
terian paid loving tribute to the 
~ memory of John M. Middleton, who 
had served the church for half a 
century, and was followed in death 
by his son, Dr. William Drummond 
Middleton, whom the pastor called 
the “beloved physician.” Mrs. Samuel 
Cleland and Mrs. Enoch Mead, wives 
of pioneer ministers of the church, 
‘had survived. their husbands for a 
number of years. Other workers now 
departed were: James S. Conner, D. 
N. Richardson, Major George P. Me- 
Clelland, Captain John L. Dow. 
Judge William W. Gilliland, Henrv 
Munroe, Elizabeth Andreas, Mrs 
Mary L. D. Putnam and The Rev 
Joseph Platt. 


To Palestine. The strain of the 
work in the parish, together with ill- 
ness in his own home, was threatening 
the health of Dr. Donaldson. One 
day, 1902, Morris Richardson handed 
him a purse, the gift of a few anony- 
mous friends, which provided him and 
Mrs. Donaldson a vacation in Pale- 
stine. With his brother, The Rev 
Wilson E. Donaldson, supplying the 
pulpit during his absence, he was able 
to fulfill the dream of a lifetime, re- 
turning with health and vigor re- 
stored. 
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Growth. There had been a gradual 
growth in the Sunday School enroll- 
ment and attendance in the Seventh 
Street Church; but as soon as the new 
building was in use, the increase had 
been so rapid that within a few 
months the chapel was overflowing. 
The division of the school into de- 
partments for separate opening. ex- 
ercises had relieved the congestion. 
so that there was again room for 
new members. By September, 1907, 
the enrollment had reached 650 and 
the church membership was 5450. 


Among the able men who had 
served the Sunday School as superin- 
tendents were: Dr. M. B. Cochrane, 
W. H. Wilson, J. B.. Young, J. R. 
Bowman, J. S$. Wylie and Charles C. 
MelIntyre. Now Charles: J. Von Maur 
was beginning his long and valuable 
service. There were weekly meetings 
of the Teachers’ Club which were’ 
helpful to the teachers. 


Paying the Bill. The new Kirk- 


wood church had cost $86,000, but 


because of the bankruptcy of the con: 
tractor, the church was liable a sec- 
ond time for the price of some ma- 
terials used tn the building. The cost 
of the lawsuit, together with the 
claims that were established, brought 
the cost of the building and its furn- 
ishings up to $100,000. The Portage 
Stone Company and the Lindsay and 
Phelps Company granted time pay- 
ments without interest. In five years, 
after the completion of the building, 
the mortgage had been satisfied, leav- 
ing only five thousand dollars in notes 
outstanding. 


As the members had become ac- 
customed to subscriptions, they de- 
cided 1n 1906 to discontinue the rent- 


ing of pews and to depend entirely 
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upon the subscription plan for meet- 
ing local expenses. 


“Another subscription? We have 
just finished paying our pledge for 
the new building.” 


“Oh, if it is just for the running 
expenses, it won't take much.” 


Thus the men and women of the 
parish reasoned as they gave their 
pledges, and as a consequence there 
was a deficit that year, a natural 
result in a group not yet educated 
to make free will offerings to make 
up for the large sum formerly ob- 
tained from pew rentals. 


Ministers. Dr. Donaldson’s son 
Henry had died in Davenport and 
John had barely survived scarlet fever 
However, John was soon to enter 
upon his training for the ministry at 
Princeton University and later at the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary at 
Chicago. The oldest son, Robert Sam: 
ple Donaldson, had already been grad- 
uated from Princeton, cum laude. 
Both Robert and John attained emin- 
ence in pastoral work in the Presby- 
terian Church. Robert became Secre- 
tary for Promotion, under the Board 
of National Missions, with the | re- 
sponsibility of raising $5,000,000 an- 
nual budget, and was serving at the 
time of his death in 1932 as Superin- 
tendent of the Presbyterian Church 
Extension Board of San’ Francisco. 
John became a Representative of the 
Roard of Christian Education for the 


Pulpit of richly carved oak placed in 
the Kirkwood Boulevard Church as a 
memorial to the first pastor, the Rev. 
James Dinsmore Mason, by his son, 
James B. Mason. The pulpit, together 
with the three chairs, is now in the 
Junior Chapel. 


ON THE HILLTOP 


Synod of Colorado, but was forced to 
retire at the age of thirty-nine years 
because of ill health. 


Now that the church was estab- 
lished in its new home on the hilltop. 
The Rev. John B. Donaldson, D. D.. 
resigned, leaving in September, 1907 
After a few months of vacation for 
a much-needed rest, he accepted a 
pastorate at LaPorte, Indiana, and 
fifteen years later he was still build- 
ing churches, at that time dedicating 
the St. James Church, Oakland, Calt- 


fornia. 


John 
Pastor, 1896-1907, was a scholarly gen- 


The Rev. B. Donaldson, -D.D., 
tleman who visited his parish on a 
bicycle. He was from a family of clergy- 
men and gave his two sons to the min- 


istry of the Presbyterian Church. 
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Right: Sunday School rally 
twenty-five years ago. Girls 
accompanying the float were 
from the Fidelis Class taught by 
Mrs. George S. Johnson. 


Below: Church picnic at the 
summer home of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Bechtel in-1922. Dr. and 
Mrs. L. M. Coffman in the center. 


Until the Sanctuary was remodeled in 1924, the organ filled the chancel and the choir occupied 
the space in front of it. , While the quartet furnished the special music on Sunday mornings, this 
vested chorus was argonned in 1915 to sing on other occasions. 


Back row: ... MP Pin thing Spink, Thomas Ferguson, Fred Glueck, Hans Kuehl, Charles 
Zuber, Edna Mitchell (organist), . Cresilius, Paul Tornquist, A. A. Georgen, C. W. Hale, Carl 
Krell, Bertha Townsend . 

Front row: Mary medians Derothy Drier, Vera Stuehmer, Fannie Schnitger, Jessie Easson, 


Carolyn Dennis, Winifred James, Harry Whaley (director), ... ... ... .. Harel Perry, Flora 
Moorhead, Lois Wells, Alma Stafford, Elsie Kuehl, Lena Brandenberg. 
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UP AND DOING 
Chapter YI 


“Tt was a big job 
and we had a lot 
of fun iy oe 
said the Presbyter- 
ians as they settled 
down after the ex- 
citement of building and paying for 
the new church. 


Slump. Unfortunately, the parish 
was without a pastor for nearly a 
year, in which time the accumulated 
deficit, together with repairs at New- 
comb Chapel, reached a total in- 
debtedness of nearly ten thousand dol- 
lars. Disagreement as to policy led 
several families to withdraw their 
membership. 


Leroy M. Coffman. Then came the 
new minister. The Rev. LeRoy M. 
Coffman, D. D., brought up at Bur- 
lington, lowa, gradu: ited from Drake 
University and McCormick Theologi- 
cal Seminary, and experienced as a 
teacher and journalist, had been in 
pastoral work for several years. Com, 
ing from Sidney, Ohio, he began his 
ministry here on June 21, 1908. He 
and Mrs. Coffman with their three 
children, Alden, Donald and Ruth, 
made their home: at 1520 Farnam 
Street. 


With characteristic’ thoroughness, 
Dr. Coffman acquainted himself with 
every detail of the church and parish. 
With an active membership of only 
400, the church debt was wiped out 
before the end of the year, using the 
$4500 realized from the sale of the 
manse at 224 East Twelfth Street. 
and raising the balance by subscrip- 
tion. By this time the congregation 


L. M. Coffman 


Mrs. 
Donald (standing), 


and children, 
Ruth and Alden. 


was accustomed to the idea of en- 
larged subscriptions, so that the an- 
nual pledges now met the regular ex- 
penses of the church. 


All the organizations took on re- 
newed life. At the first meeting of 
the Brotherhood that autumn there 
were only two members present, but 
they went out after the others and in 
a few years built up a ‘class of two 
hundred men. Under the leadership of 
Dr. Coffman, this class became such 
a body of laymen as is rarely found 
In any congregation. With their co- 
operation and support the pastor was 
able to lead the church in a program 
of outstanding achievements. 


Newcomb Church. It was sdon ap- 
parent that the work of the parish 
was too heavy for one man. In Sep- 
tember, 1909, The Rev. Harold C. 
Anderson became assistant pastor, 
with full responsibility for the work 
at Newcomb Memorial ‘Chapel. At 
once the attendance there began to 
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PEemEND THESE YEARS 


increase. The building was moved to 
its present location, enlarged and re- 
modeled, being rededicated, January 
15, 1911, while The Rev. Arthur J. 
Marbet was minister. The Rev. F. O. 
Woestemeyer served two years, fol- 
lowed in 1913 by The Rev. Nelson 
Dalenberg. The mission was organized 
into the Newcomb Church, April 30, 
1916, with eighty members and The 
Rev. Mr. Dalenberg as the first pas- 
tor. According to the will of Mrs. 
Newcomb, the property had to re- 
main a trust of the First Presbyterian 
Church. But since that time the little 
church has been able to meet its run- 
ning expenses, being assisted by the 
First Church when repairs have been 
necessary. 


Foreign Fields. When The Rev. 
Mr. Anderson had served the chapel 


less than a year, he resigned to accept. 


an appointment to Porta Nova, Bra- 
zil, under the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions, taking with him as 
a bride Miss Evelyn Dose, one of the 


Newcomb Sunday School workers. . 


The young couple gave their lives to 
the work there, The Rev. Mr. Ander- 
son continuing even after the death 
of Mrs. Anderson in 1937. 


Foreign Pastors. Upon the resigna- 
tion of the foreign pastor, The Rev. 
~ William M. Barrett of Korea, the 
First Church assumed the support of 
The Rev. E. F. Knickerbocker on the 
China field in 1909: at $1000 a year. 
He was succeeded in 1916 by The 
Rev. David Ernest Crabb, also of 
China. The church was so inspired 
with the reports from the mission 
field that, with a membership of only 
500, the support of a second foreign 
representative was undertaken in 


- Bible 


1911, The Rev. F. B. McCuskey of 
India, who still continues in that 
capacity in 1939, 


Church Workers. The Ladies’ 
Social Society of Church Workers, 
then known by the last part of its 
ofheial name, was still raising money, 
giving $500 for the enlargement of 
Newcomb Chapel in 1911, $400 for 
the renovation of the pipe organ in 
1913, and large annual amounts for 
the new manse which was built in 
1914, Under the inspiration of Dr. 
Coffman, the emphasis of the society 
was changed from money raising. 
to “wayside ministry” and_ spiritual 
work, 


Bible Class. Many of the women 
were active in Sunday School. work, 
but their own class,. under Mrs. 
Joanna G. Burrows, had no activity 
outside the class hour. In October, 
1913, Mrs. D. E. Stafford took the 
initiative in organizing the Women’s 
Class with charter members: 
Mesdames D. E. Stafford, Alice 
Blackett,’ C.-L. Henderson, HH. 1: 
Pope, Joe Andrews and J. W. Betty; 


~the Misses Caroline Otis and Minnie 


Hobson, and Mrs.. Ward and. Mrs. 
Paxton. They immediately assembled 
an orchestra to lead the singing at 
their worship services. After a few 
months Mrs. L. M. Coffman became 
the teacher, which office she filled 
faithfully for about twenty years. The 
class has done much’ to promote the 
welfare of the church. 


Anti-Knockers. The Boys’ Club 
was now made up of older boys. As 
the lads of high school age had no 
week-day activities, they organized 
the Anti-Knockers’ Class to “study 
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These three outstanding laymen worked 
together for the interests of the King- 
dom of God, the welfare of the First 
Church, the moral and civic improve- 
ment of the city, and the development 
of Christian character in young people. 
Keen business judgment and deep con- 
secration made them leaders of men. 
Until death removed them, they labored 
shoulder to shoulder with the pastor, 
making possible the unprecedented 
growth and achievement of Dr. Coff- 


' 
mans pastorate. 


Charles J. Von Maur, Superintendent 
of the Sunday School] for over 30 years, 
Elder, 1896-1926, and teacher of boys’ 


class. Interest in church work led him 
to make a visit to the Holy Land in 


1925; 


George S. Johnson, Elder, 1908-1925, | Rowland H. Harned, President of the 


leader in the laymen's missionary move- Board of Trustees for 26 years, Elder, 
ment, which supported a representative 1904-1937, teacher in the Sunday School 
of the First Church on the foreign field. for 28 yours, and organizer of the City 


Council of Churches, 
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the Bible, lead a better life, help Opus Excelsis. The boys boasted 
others.”” The charter of May 10, 1912, so much of their activities that the 
was signed by Harry Jager, coma high school girls ‘wanted to organize. 
Beiderbecke. Frank S. Hanson, Her- They had difficulty finding a perman- 
man N. Uhde, Herbert T. Fennell. ent leader until Mr. O. E. Johnson 


Dale Wells, Francis Bowker, Osmer 
L. Griswold, Charles Goff, Kingman 
Spalding, Walter Dennis, Dick Von 
Maur, and W. R. Johnson. They 
were soon joined by John Armitage, 
Lester Baldwin, and Allan Stebbins 
Under the leadership of Mr. John- 
son, these boys had a wholesome pro- 
gram of picnics and athletics, grow- 
ing up to take a responsible position 
in the church. 


Scouts. Only four years after Con- 
gress had signed the charter for the 
Boy Scouts, Troop No. 7 was formed 


was sent to take the class for the 
month. That was twenty-five years 
ago and he is still the leader. The 
Opus Excelsis (O. E.) Class for many 
years conducted the nursery during 
the morning worship period. 


The girls had many contests and 
joint meetings with the A. K. Class. 
Unfortunately, the records do not 
show how many marriages resulted 
from this cooperation. Each class has 
furnished its own room, including a 
piano, and has contributed a generous 
quota of funds and workers to the 


at the First Presbyterian Church, activities of the church. 

1914, with David Murray as Scout- bird iouemiel. "Oke ofthe 
master. “The Oe ee originally secrets of ‘Dr. Coffman’s success as 
made tees Philip Adler, Stephen a minister was his genius for tireless 
Dathuiger, Alden Coffman, Austin work and for drawing other people 
Goddard, Blair Johnson, Ab So A into that work. The Forward Move- 
Miller, Pressly MeClelland, Joseph 


Chester Salter and George 
Summers. Along with other organiza- 
tions they used the Social Room for 
a gymnasium, When the hitching lot 
north of the church was no longer 
needed because the automobile » had 
replaced the horse and buggy, the 
scouts made it into a playground, 


Pelegrin, 


FHT 


ment, which swept the country dur- 
ing this decade, reached deep into 
the life of the First Church. A big 
drive under the leadership of Joseph 
W. Powell, national Brotherhood or- 
ganizer, culminated. in the Rally of 
December 7, 1913. The calendar, a 
copy. of which has been preserved by 


1916 QUARTET CHOIR 


Left right: Clifford 
Hakes, bass; Mrs. Hulde 
M. Matthey, contralto; 
Edna Mitchell, 


Grace Ames, 


to 


organist; 
soprano; 
Donald Leslie, tenor. 
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The Manse at 321 Kirkwood Boulevard. 


Mrs. Thomas Murray, although it is 
over twenty-five years old, radiates 
the enthusiasm of the pastor and his 
corps of cooperative ofhcers and mem- 
bers. Everyone was assigned a piece of 
work for which he was personally 
responsible. The rally cry was “Save 
Souls for Jesus Christ.” This was the 
beginning of a great period of rapid 
growth in this church, the number of 
communicants now exceeding 700 and 
the Sunday School enrollment going 
over 1000. 


As the church grew, to provide 
against over-burdening a few willing 
workers, the board of. trustees was 
increased from six to nine members 
and the session from nine to twelve 
elders. Their work was further 


lightened by forming the board of: 


deacons whose duty it was to deal 
with all matters pertaining to poor 
relief in the congregation. The men 
chosen January 29, 1914, to be the 
first deacons were J. T. Easson, L. 


W. McKown and J. W. Betty. 

With the multiplication of organ- 
izations and week-day activities, the 
clubs and classes were becoming ab- 
sorbed in their own little programs 
and losing sight of the central pur- 
pose of the church. In order to co- 
ordinate the work. into a unified 
whole, the Church Council was set 
up at the end of that year. It was 
composed of the pastor, the clerk of 
the session and the presidents of all 
the organizations of the church. 


Music Director. With the work at 
Newcomb Memorial Chapel entirely 
in charge of The Rev. Mr. Dalen- 
berg, so that the First Church scarce- ' 
ly noticed the withdrawal of the 
eighty members to organize the 1n- 
dependent church, the ministry of the 
home parish. was now too heavy for 


one man. In April, 1915, Harry A. 


Whaley became Dr. Coffman's as- 
sistant to direct the church music and 
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the work of the young people and to 
serve as secretary to the pastor. 

There was then a-quartet choir of 
paid singers who soon appeared in 
vestments. Their services were con- 
tinued for the morning worship, but 
Mr. Whaley soon trained a volunteer 
chorus which sang on other occasions, 
the Young Ladies’ Club furnishing 
many of the singers. It soon became 
necessary to enlarge the choir loft 
to accommodate the large choir. The 
Cecelian Chorus gave a May Festival 
in 1917, 


Evangelism. That same spring there 
was a special evangelistic program 


1939 Vacation Bible School 
Class which constructed the side 
panels of simulated stained glass 
window. 

Left to right: George Crawford, 
Claire Mclntosh, Mrs. Maurice 
Sparks, Teacher; Duane Grobman, 
Nancy Lee Turnbull, Virgene 
Pennewell, Davis Bowers, Delores 


Kambeck, Eugene Harris, Jack 
Stull. 


with Miss Rose Fetterolf employed to 
visit in the home. for a few weeks 
preceding Easter. She was later mar- 
ricd toi The: Rev. W. F. Baird, D. 
D., a missionary to Korea. Similar 
visiting was done the succeeding 
springs by Miss Hazel Seamen and 
Miss Sindt., 

Miss Maye Annette Dennis, who 
had already given considerable serv- 
ice in the national missions at Ferron, 
Utah, and at Daybrook, North Caro- 
lina, now completed her training in 
the Deaconess School, Baltimore, and 
sailed for Allahabad, India, in August, 
1917. As soon as she had acquired 


1939 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FACULTY 

Back row: Marjorie Ross, Alfreda Zarges, Director; Oscar L. Gustafson. 

Third row: Jacqueline Urmy, Mary Lou Watson, Adelaide Arndt, Mrs. Roy 
McLain, Eleanor Gruenau, Armilda Platner. 

Second row: Jean Watson, Beverly Brownlie, Rose Margaret Spore, Margaret 
Nickless, Mrs. Robert Wren, Winifred Sleyter. 

Front row (left to right): Gertrude McIntosh, Mrs. Maurice Sparks, Helen 
Schutter, Mrs. Laurance Smith, Mrs. Walter Parker, Ruby Jane Moody, Betty 
Jane Tomson, Mrs. Dorothy Barlow. 
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sufhcient command of the language, 
she was assigned to village mission 
work at Mainpuri, where the variety 
of her work is limited only by the 
range of human needs. In June, 1939, 
she returned from her third term of 
service there, radiating the happiness 
known only to those who are meeting 
the challenges of big tasks in the 
supreme cause. 


World War. Miss Dennis was not 
the only member of the church who 
sailed for service on foreign soil that 
eventful year, 153 of the men, in- 
cluding an elder, Colonel Fred La- 
Mar, being called to the colors be- 
cause of the World War. At one 
time the A. K. Class had 77 mem- 
bers in military service. The boys at 
home kept in touch with them through 
the A. K. Messenger, a leaflet pub- 
lished by John Bauman, and “The 
Soldier’s Spirit,” a Scripture reading 
course furnished by W. R. Johnson. 
The only name from this class to ap- 
pear on.the casualty list was that of 
Private Harry Oddy, severely 
wounded at Chateau Therry. 

For the duration of the war, the 
church contributed generously — of 
time and money to meet the social 
and spiritual as well as the physical 
needs of the soldiers. Folding Red 
Cross bandages or knitting sweaters, 
the hands of women and girls were 
never quietly folded even in the park, 
street car or at prayer meeting. 


Father-Son. While the boys in uni- 
form had first claim on the efforts 
of the entire nation, the other boys 
were not forgotten. In fact, they 
seemed even more precious than be- 
fore, father-son organizations spring: 
ing up all over the country. A con- 
~ferenee for older boys had been held 
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"Discovering God Through the Beau- 
tiful'', under the leadership of Oscar L. 
Gustafson, 1939, led the Intermediate 
Group to design and make this Cross 
with its symbols of Art, Nature, Music 
and Literature. Left to right: Donald 
Gaghagen, Dorothy Beintema, and Cle- 
mens Cunnick. 


in the First Church in October, 1916, 
with the first Father-Son Banquet 
over a year later on Lincoln’s birth- 
day. Since that time the annual ban- 
quet has been a red letter day for 
the boys from tender youth to ripe 
maturity. 


Mother-Daughter. Seeing the com- 
radeship fostered by these festivals, 
the Women’s Bible Class sponsored 
a Mother-Daughter Banquet, March 
15, 1920, which: has now become a 
traditional annual event. 


| 90 | 


AT b0@ orivavdssiO" 


ode eat tow 


J 36920 Yo at deveboe) edt sebho “lui 
otoibarnatt! off, bul’ YE?)  wartotwe 
NOD Tit. oder lac gerah of que? 
sii nwtel HA ¥e) elodetga. of ite 
bleno :tHply ot tod -orvtoretid bre 
OQ baw .ormeined gdte-u9 nepoaret? 
idinavD s90m 

Orth, at tJ ou aut Ac ) ot } i rt 


dsiiw 


TREY Me BB 


Jase Ke ovat at) a 
dasid ¢ cletio ) Fe Wisi 
oth Sena ie ae 
tat aga asagl Lite aoe brat Jp 
dipey ‘rotcdot mutt ad. 

yar vatn 


“gag oth Ue: aatdguelt retioM 
ehwatient, <a) yet SAVIC TL 
bénoanan? wad dA reais A ogtla 
tiowsM Aayatyel cious eC Techies 8 

§ oes wt oP aia air 


t tse ait B ePOeD > ag anasibent 


cd | ify thdy tf: 


bt: OF etixd 


Pipes Sl 
Doct eu eheeed yal ip 


pab hice pow de pune) 


A) 


tebe 


eg» ‘a: . 


or 


yp ier 1 onhwe « 


7 


Sin seek cell Sane abil ee 
ope toidds oda to vaeregce hte ; 


“i aon. oft Yo O25 wate th 
will beret te aby 7 
ii exohos atl of Bolla 
ona Th o«5W bila W 
inact TT bed wat A A perp 
36 eot adT .sonrtee yastilien am aad 6. 
yy adi cra dt dauot eee ‘¥ oe 
dese JM nal & Os pas A lt | 
wet bon nr i ask, b 
ediDaot 917 qi & ~ Jrige yore 
goanlal. JL Wy buleisrws? BOD 
qu oo edo ebdy att, seamegiag oAT 
jo mili cow ted yew edt ae bt " 
¥ hota 98 yA) yah Ki a 


eniodT usortnitd a) DOW 4 


od saw ond to riiserual old or ; 
tw voters Loauctprarers does — int 


yore % 


lainoe old ITAA Of yoo bar out 
ilemegdg. och ee iw oh 
trast yi thet 


grain. va yal we 
gibw ebay bite proinow th 
chur, oh oi cove bobhaty 

Bichon RT ads os 


La ate ym i aS 


#: 


thet cod ond 


Bemrwe THESE Or EARS 


Gospel Abroad. After the war, a 
disillusioned world was saying, “If 
the churches had done their duty in 
Christianizing the world, the war 
could never have happened.” Accept: 
ing that challenge, the First Church 
was determined to do its part in pre- 
venting a recurrence of such carnage. 
Missions and Christian education were 
given increased emphasis, several 
members, including Mrs. Julia Me- 
Alister Little and Mrs. J. A. Miller, 
left bequests for the promotion of 
this work. 


With the church. still supporting 
The Rev. Mr. Crabb in China and 
The Rev. Mr. McCuskey in India, the 
clubs were making annual contribu- 
tions to the support of Miss Dennis 
in India and the Andersons in Brazil. 
Now Mrs. R. E. Lindsay (later Mrs. 
Fred Wyman) and her son, Edwin 
Blair Lindsay, volunteered to support 
a missionary in memory of Mrs. Lind- 
say's mother, Mrs. Margaret Ann 
Blair, and her husband, Ralph Edwin 
Lindsay. They maintained Mrs. Wil- 
liam Wallace on the Mexico field 
until her death, when they took over 
the support of her husband, Dr. Wal- 
lace, until his retirement. This men- 
orial gift was continued for fifteen 
years with such quiet modesty that 
few of the members knew it was 
being done. 

As a result of the war, cries for 
help were coming from far and near. 
The Church Workers were kept busy, 
making clothing for the Armenian 
sufferers, the Freedmen of Arkansas, 
and the destitute of Davenport, served 
by the Ladies’ Industrial Relief So- 
ciety and St. Luke's Hospital. 


Vacation School. 
the work of the First Church had in- 


In the meantime - 


creased so that two full-time assistants 
were needed on the staff. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Vernon were employed 
in 1919 as directors of music and ed- 
ucational work respectively. The next 
summer they started the Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School, which each year 
provides. profitable and interesting 
activity for hundreds: of children in 
the neighborhood. The program in- 
cludes not only Bible study, but also 
music and correlated activities, to- 
gether with recreational games and 
social features. 


Pipe Organ. The music of the 
church was now greatly enriched by 
the use Mr. Vernon made of his 
violin. The pipe organ was also fitted 
out (1919) with an electrical motor, 
which ended a long series of episodes 
centering around the organ boy. Most 
of the young men of the church had 
sometime contributed to the praise 
service by pumping the organ. Some 
who served as regular blowers were 
Parke T. Burrows, Dr. George Mid- 
dleton, Oliver Murray, and Albert, 
Ray and Harry Bawden. For a few 
years the organ toiled on under the 
power of the motor, and then it gave 
place to a new organ. 


Westminster. The young married 
people had a social organization which 
now formed a Sunday School class 
with Mr. George Innes as leader. In- 
terested in missions, they soon’ pro- 
vided an organ for the use of Mr. and 


Mrs. Anderson in their evangelistic 


work in Brazil and gave money to 
build huts in a leper colony in China. 
Now known as the Westminster 
Class, they are a vital force in the 
charch, 
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Broadcaster. In order to reach the 
big church family more effectively, 
Dr. Coffman began to publish The 
Broadcaster, 1923. For several years 
it brought into the homes of the par- 
ish its weekly messages of informa: 
tion, guidance, comfort and enthusi- 
asm. The bound volume in the pas- 
tor’s study has preserved for future 
generations a vivid picture of an en- 
ergetic church at work. 


More Room. For some time the 
cottage west of the church, a bequest 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Alexander, had 
been used as a Sunday School annex. 
Every available space in the church 
building had been utilized ‘and: yet 
there was not enough room. The 
auditorium was so full of classes that 
it.sounded like a “blab” school, the 
young men were in the kitchen, and 
the boys in the furnace room, while 
the Young Married People’s Class 
overflowed the tower room. 

One day two young men on a fish- 
ing trip discussed the condition. 

“What can we do about it?” asked 
Edwin. | 

“Not very much, | suppose,” an- 
swered Burdick. 

They fished on in silence. That 
evening as they ate their supper by 
the campfire, they watched the flames 
leap in the dark. At last one of them 
spoke. 

“Do you know, I have just been 
thinking .. .” 

“So have'l.i ..” 


A few days after their return to 
Davenport, the board of trustees re- 
ceived the tender of a yift of $60,000 
for remodeling the sanctuary and 


ores. 


erecting a Bible School building, on 
condition that the rest of the congre- 
gation pledge a similar amount. There 
were five names on the tender: Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Wyman, Mrs. D. N. 
Richardson, Burdick Richardson and 
Edwin B, Lindsay—the result of the 
thinking the two young men_ had 
done. 


It was not long until the Davenport 
Democrat and Leader printed an edi- 
torial by Ralph W. Cram, one para- 
graph of which is: * “Upholding the 
church in a practical manner’ was ex- 
emplified by Davenport Presbyterians, 
Sunday (May 20, 1923), with pretty 
near 100 per cent efficiency. With- 
out any high pressure campaign, but 
simply as an act of worship, after they 
were fully advised of the need of 
making their church home propor- 
tionate in size to their big family, the 
Presbyterians opened their pocket- 
books and poured over $103,000 on 
the altar at a single session.” 


Bible School. Soon the plans sub- 
mitted by Temple and Burrows, archi 
tects, were accepted and the contracts 
let. Ground: was broken for the new 
Bible School building on October 23, 
two children. from the Primary De- 
partment cutting the sod. The walls 
were ready for the cornerstone to be 
laid the Sunday before Thanksgiving. 

The last meeting of the Sunday 
School in the sanctuary was May 25, 
1924, when classes bade farewell to 
cramped quarters which had been the 
scene of many happy or sacred mem- 
The adicu of the A. K. Class 
on leaving the kitchen was touching. 


The Young Married People (West: 


minster) in the belfry tower were 


looking forward to plenty of room. 
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The next Sunday the lawn and 
sidewalks were teeming with excite- 
ment as the school of over a thousand 
pupils and teachers formed into line, 
class by class. At the signal from the 
bugler in the belfry the procession, 
five blocks long, filed into the new 
building under the direction of L. W. 
McKown, Field Marshal for the day. 
First came the crucifier and the stand- 
ard bearers with the United States 
flag, the Church flag, and the new 
church banner; then came the vested 
chorus choir leading in the singing of 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers,” accom- 
panied by the Brotherhood orchestra. 
The pastor, Dr. Coffman, standing in 
his study window, waved his greet- 
ings to the classes as they entered. 


As the superintendent, Charles J. 
Von Maur, was unavoidably absent, 
his message was read by the assist- 
ant, T. J. Cowan, who was master of 
ceremonies. There were short ad- 
dresses by G. W. Harding, Mrs. 
Brownlee, Judge F. D. Letts and Dr. 
Coffman, with a closing prayer by 
Arnold A. Garthoff, then the Director 


of Young People’s work. 


Child's Greeting. When Mr. Von 
Maur returned from an extended trip 
in the East, it seemed fitting that he 
should have a special welcome to the 
new building. Little four-year-old 
Marilyn Meyer was to present him 
with a basket of red roses and recite 
a carefully worded speech of appreci- 
ation. But when she saw this great 
sea of faces, she forgot it. After a 
moment of confusion, she threw her 
chubby arms around the superinten- 
dent’s neck and kissed him. Her spon- 
taneous welcome was an appropriate 
expression of the esteem in which he 
was held by the church and Sunday 
School. 


ES, 


To Egypt. About the same time, 
Arnold A. Garthoff was called to 
serve as Bursar of the American Col- 
lege of Cairo, Egypt, under the 
United Presbyterian. Board: of Mis- 
sions. After two years of service, he 
returned on furlough, taking back 


with him as a bride, Miss Margaret 


Frank, the soprano soloist of the First 


Church choir. 


Sanctuary. During the summer and 
autumn of 1924, all the services were 
held in the auditorium of the Bible 
School because the sanctuary was be- 
ing remodeled, circular pews being 
replaced by straight ones: and_ the 
bowled floor being leveled. The room 
under the balcony was opened to in- 
crease the seating capacity of the main 
auditorium. When the new. organ 
was installed, its 2600 pipes were 
placed in the second story, leaving, the 
chancel free to be fitted up with choir 
stalls and a seat for the minister. 

The richly carved oak pulpit and 
chairs, no longer fitting into the 
simpler style of decoration, were re- 
moved to the Junior Chapel and the 
pulpit replaced by a new one also 
dedicated to the memory of The Rev. 
James Dinsmore Mason. 

The decorative chancel. mural in 
Byzantine motif suggests, an attitude 
of prayer and worship. With sym- 
bolic rather than realistic line and 
color, the figures are in harmony with 
the medieval style of the architecture. 
Designed and executed by R. J. Mc- 
Kinney, then Director of the Tri-City 
Art League, it is considered an out- 
standing piece of American art. 

Memorial Gifts. From the proscen- 


ium arch was suspended an antique 
silver sanctuary lamp which is burn- 


ing day and night to symbolize the 


eternal presence of God. The seven- 
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branched candlesticks below it were a 


memorial to Dr. W. D..Middleton, 


who as a child sixty years earlier, had 


gone with his father, John M. Middle- 
ton, on Sunday mornings, to ring the 
historic bell at the Third Street 
Church. He had been a generous sup- 
porter of the church at Seventh and 


Brady Streets, but had lived only a. 


few years after the erection of the 


Kirkwood church. 


The new communion service was a 
memorial to Ralph Edwin Lindsay. It 
included patens and trays of solid 
pewter and an antique pewter. com- 
munion service consisting of two 
patens, two chalices, a flagon, and a 
baptismal bowl. 


Miss Laura Jane Rhodes presented 
a brass altar vase in honor of the 


Anna Mary Rhodes, had helped to 


arrange. flowers on the altar. The 


Miss. 


mate to it was presented by Miss 
Anna in memory of Mrs. Julia Me- 
Alister Little. 


Dedication. The new Bible School 
Building and the ‘remodeled sanctu- 
ary were dedicated in a ten-day series 
of festivities beginning November 30, 
1924, just twenty-five years after the 
Kirkwood church was first occupied. 
At the regular Sunday morning wor- 
ship service, the keys being delivered 
by the builder, John Soller, the edi- - 
fices were presented by George W. 
Cable, Jr., as Chairman of the Build- 
ing Committee, to R. H. Harned, as 
President of the Board of Trustees. 
The Bible, Hymnal, and Book of Re- 
membrance (containing the names of 
all who had contributed to the build: 
ing program) were placed on the altar 
by a member of the session. The ad- 
dress, “A Great Work,” was deliv- 
ered by Dr. Coffman. 


Oe 3 St ees 
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Bible School Building, with the front rooms occupied by the church offices. 
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This was the first occasion on which 
the new organ was used. The chorus 
choir gave the oratorio, “Hymn of 
Praise” by Felix Mendelssohn that 
evening, with Miss Greta Edner as 
organist. The dedication of the organ 
was a week later when the great 
American organist, Clarence Eddy, 
gave a concert of classical and modern 
music. Thus, from the beginning, the 
new organ has responded to the touch 
of artists producing the richest qual- 
ity of music from the world’s greatest 
composers. 


The climax of the festivities was 
the dedicatory address delivered by 
that great layman of the Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. Robert E. Speer of New 


York. The theme of his powerful 


message was ~The ‘Task’ of . the 
Church.” 
Music. In the spring Miss Mar 


garet Frank started a girls’ choir, with 
Miss Bernice Johnson as accompanist, 
giving a concert in June. Early the 
same year the church engaged as mu- 
sic director, A. Cyril Graham, Di- 
rector of the Augustana Conservatory 
of Music. Each Sunday morning, 
preceding the worship services, he 
gave a short organ recital, 


Mr. and Mrs. Cannon. Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Renwick Cannon now 
became assistants to the pastor, with 
special charge of religious education, 
including the work with boys and 
young people. Under their supervis- 
ion was started the weekly mimeo- 
graphed leaflet, “Crumbs of En- 
deavor,’’ which for several years met 
the need of the young people during 
the interim in which The Broadcaster 
was not published. 


Motion Pictures. The church had 
to compete with so many attractions 


that, in 1927, the motion picture was 
introduced into the Sunday evening 
services. At the end of two years it 
was discontinued because of the scar- 
city of films interesting to young peo- 
ple and at the same time worthy of a 
place on the church program. Stere- 
opticon slides, on the other hand, 
could be adapted for illustrating a 
wide variety of religious and educa- 
tional subjects. 


Alfreda Zarges. Miss Alfreda 
Zarges became Director of Religious 
Education in September, 1927. 
Working in her quiet way behind the 
scenes and attending to multitudinous 
details, she has helped the Church 
School and the Young People’s work 
to attain unusually high standards. 
Many are the workers she has inspired 
and trained to become excellent lead- 
ers, 


©. E. Johnson. At the same time, 
Mr. O. E. Johnson, an active layman 
in the church, became Director of 
Roys’ Work as a part-time member of 
the staff. Under his leadership the 
Roy Scouts and other boys’ clubs he- 
came increasingly vital factors in the 
educational and recreational life of 
the church. He was succeeded tour 
years later by Oscar L. Gustafson. 


Deo Juvante. The girls just out of 
high school who had belonged to the 
Westminster Guild, now organized 
the Deo Juvante Class in 1926. In its 
short life this class has had seven 
different leaders, and yet it has main- 
tained a monthly mission study course 
during the week and made quarterly 
contributions to the support of an In- 
dian student nurse in training at 
Granada, Arizona. Many — baskets 
have been filled to relieve the suffer- 
ing in Davenport. Recently the girls 
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knitted bright-colored scarves for the 
war sufferers in Spain. Mrs. A. S. 
Nickless has been the leader for four 
years. 


Ambassadors. A similar group was 
formed by the boys of Mr. Harned’s 
class, in 1929, under the leadership of 
Lawrence “Candy” Evans, the Am- 
bassadors for Christ. For four years 
out of seven these boys held the cham- 
pionship in the church baskethall 
league at the Y.M.C.A. They spon- 
sored the Mardi Gras in 1931. They 
held some joint meetings with the 
Deo Juvante girls and have now be- 
come a young married people's class, 
still retaining their original class name. 
Dr. A. S. Nickless has recently be- 


come the leader. 


Business Women. The employed 
women who could not participate in 
the daytime activities of the Church 
Workers’ Society were organized into 
an evening circle by Mrs. D. E. Staf- 
ford, with the assistance of Mrs. 
George S, Johnson and Mrs. L. J. 
Yaggy. 
studied mission work and contributed 
to its support. They gave to. the 
church the United States flag which 
is now used on patriotic occasions. 


Women's Gifts. The women were 
still very active, the Church Workers 
in one year, 1920, having earned over 
$3,000 to complete the payments on 
the Bible School Building. In response 

Dr. Coffman's teaching on stew- 
ardship, several women left bequests 
to the church. Mrs. Margaret Ann 
Blair's legacy of $500 was applied on 
the support of a nurse, Miss Hepperle, 
to assist Dr. and Mrs. Anderson at 
Brazil. The legacy of 
several hundred dollars 
Rlizabeth Putnam was added to the 


Beginning in 1927, they have ° 


from . Miss. 


Neweomb Memorial Fund, the inter- 
est to be used for the upkeep of the 
Neweomb Church building. Miss 
Rebecca Renwick, niece of the former 
Miss Rebecca Renwick, at her death 
on June 2, 1932, bequeathed property 
to create the James and Elizabeth 
Renwick Memorial Fund in memory 
of her parents. The bequest will even- 
tually approximate $12,000, the in- 
come from which is to be used for the 
benefit of the needy aged people of 
the church. 


Salaries Cut. The men and women 
employed to serve the church made 
a generous gesture. As the post-bel- 
lum depression deepened, they volun- 
teered, from pastor to janitor, to have 
their salaries reduced. Although the 
offer was rejected, it was repeated and 
finally accepted, a fifteen per cent re- 
duction to be effective in October, 
1932. 


At the same time the services of 
the paid quartet were discontinued, 
making a further reduction in the 
budget. Since that time the choirs 
have been made up entirely of volun: 
teer singers. 


The finances of the church involved 
no small amount of bookkeeping. For 
most of the preceding fifty-year period 
the accounts had been in the hands of 
three men who served as treasurer: 
James B. Mason, J. W.. McBride and 
Henry Jager. Mrs. Ida B. Hutchens 
became treasurer in 1931 and still fills 
the position faithfully. 


Ministry. The first Sunday of Dr. 
Coffman’s ministry here, a little boy 
named Lyle Utts sang a solo at the 
morning services. That boy soon left 
Davenport, but his Sunday School 
teacher, Mrs..D. E. Stafford, has kept 
track Of him. Upon his release from 
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the army after the World War, he 


completed his theological training and 


went into pastoral work for a few 
years. He then served as chaplain in 
the army and supervised the religious 
work of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps of the country. He is now Di- 
rector of the Newark School of Mu- 
sic, Newark, Ohio. 


About ten years ago a group of 
boys began training and are now or- 
dained ministers. Everett C. Moor- 
head, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. 
Moorhead, a graduate of Coe College 
and the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary of Chicago, is now. pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Lincoln, Hlinois, and is Moderator of 
the Springfield Presbytery; George E. 


Steele, son of Mr. and Mrs. Maurice - 


Steele, was graduated from Augus- 
tana College and from the Presby- 
terian Seminary at Chicago. He is 
now serving the Calvary Presbyterian 
Church and the Memorial Chapel at 
Fort Dodge, Iowa; Clarence C. Rich- 
ardson, son of. Mr. and Mrs. Ray B. 
Richardson, was graduated from Cor’ 
nell College and the Theological Sem- 
inary at the University of Dubuque. 
He is pastor of the Cascade Commun: 
ity. Presbyterian Church, Cascade, 
lowa; Lynn ‘Townsend, brother of 
Thomas O. Townsend, was graduated 
from Coe College and is now pastor 
of the Congregational Church at 
Acton, Massachusetts. 


Holy Land. When Dr. and Mrs. 
Coffman had: been here twenty years, 
the church expressed its appreciation 
by giving them a purse to provide a 
vacation of a few months in Palestine. 
They were accompanied by their 
daughter Ruth (now Mrs. Norval 
Caldwell of Oskaloosa). Upon their 
return, the parish, with Mrs. Thomas 


BEHIND THESE YEARS 


Murray as chairman, honored them 
with a big reception. 


Anniversary. Perhaps no reception 
in the church has expressed more ap- 
preciation than the celebration on 
June 18, 1933, of the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of Dr. and Mrs. Coffman’s 
arrival in Davenport. The sermon by 
Dr. Coffman was “The Story of a 
Quarter-Century,” printed in the 
Davenport Democrat and Leader the . 
following day. It was followed by a 
reception in the Bible School audi- 
torium, with Mrs. Thomas Murray 
presenting the floral gift to Mrs. Coff- 
man, and Theodore Lorenzen, the sil- 
ver gift to Dr Coffman. Dr. C. R. 
Baker presented a folio of messages 
from absent parishioners and friends. 
As a fitting close the crowd formed 
a friendship circle to sing “Blest Be 
the Tie that Binds.” 


Retrenchment. Then a few more 
months the minister labored and 
prayed, giving every ounce of his en- 
ergy that the church might be spared 
the spiritual depression which threat: 
ened, as a result of the financial, de- 
pression, to overwhelm the whole 
country. Already the First Church 
had been forced to curtail the budget 
and make retrenchments, but every 
department kept up to a high stand- 


ard of service. 


Suddenly, with only a moment's 
warning, the beloved pastor laid 
down his burden one morning and 
entered into the spirit world. Dr. 
LeRoy M. Coffman departed this life 
on September 27, 1934. 


Who was worthy to don the mantle 
that had fallen from his shoulders? 
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The Rev. LeRoy Mallon Coffman, D.D., Pastor from..1908 to 1.934, 
when the membership increased from 500 to 1,500. Remembered as 
a great executive and builder . . . challenging speaker . . . good - 
shepherd ... beloved friend ... for his merry laughter . . . quick 
twinkle of the eye .... delightful stories . . . kindly counsel. . . under- 
standing prayers . . . comforting visits, unsummoned, just when he 
was needed ... constancy of purpose... could always be depended 
upon... so fired with enthusiasm for his work that he seemed to 
have to work fast to get it all done... 
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Intermediate Girls’ Choir in 1932. 

Back row: Phyllis Jones, Peggy Johnson, Mary Jane Blemker, Arva Mae 
Ruser, Catherine Case, Dorothy Frazier, Violet Wendhausen, Virginia 
Quigg, Mae Leona Bientema, Ruth Paulsen, Mildred Fisher, Louise Schu- 
holz, Blanche Rassler, Helen Popp, Ruth Frazier, Gerda Brodowsky, Patricia 
Crozier. 

Front row: Oscar Gustafson (director), Mary Sievert, Betty Hage, 
Emily Shaw, Jean Shillinglaw, Norma Jones. 


Choir Social, 1916, in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Wells. ; 

Back row: Lois Wells, Alfred Spink, 
Elsie Kuehl, Alma Stafford, Winifred 
James, Lena Brandenberg, Jessie 
Easson, Lettie Dennis. 

Third row: Fred J. Glueck, Harry 
Whaley (director), Flora Moorhead, 
Dorothy Drier, Esther Christiansen, 
Florence McCleary, Mary McCleary, 

Second row: Paul Tornquist, Bertha 
Fownseed,. oe ce wig annie 
Schnitger, 

Front row: Al Georgen, Edwina 
Wells, Hans Kuehl. 


Senior Choir in May, 1931. 

Back row: W. L. Heysinger, Keith Piper, Richard Gainey, Dean Handley, Robert 
Innes, Evan Byrd, Oscar J. Kendall, Sutherland Miller, Chester Hennings, Oscar 
Woodward, Clarence Moulder. 

Second row: Vera Meinert, Agnes Wieneke, Roberta Ray, Irene Blackman, Caro- 
line Ladd, Mabel Breeding, Henrietta Wisihake, Louise Nelson, Mrs. F. M. Casjins, 
Mrs. O. E, Johnson. . 

Front row: Mae lllian, Alice Stromgren, Jennie Burton, Dorothy McClanahan, 
Grace E. Smith (organist), G. Everett Anderson (director), Re ; 
Margaret Looney, Mrs. L. T. Watson, Nell Kirby, Helen Tefft Cavsling, 
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THE FIRST MILESTONE 
Chapter VII 


A great man of God was gone! 
Hearts were stricken with grief at his 
sudden passing. 


Recovery. But the life of the 
church was not ended, for the very 
walls and corridors seemed to echo 
with his tireless step and cheerful 
spirit urging his friends to be strong 
and of good courage. The First Pres- 
byterian Church had for nearly a 
century withstood the shock of hard- 
ship, discouragement and loss. It 
could not fail now. 


“Out of loyalty to Dr. Coffman, 
we must carry on,” said the staff, and 
“Carry on!” became the slogan of the 
entire congregation. 


Mr. Oscar L. Gustafson, Minister 
of Music, and Miss Alfreda Zarges, 
Director of Religious Education, 
stepped forward as they knew their 
departed leader would have wished 
them to do. Working to the limit of 
their strength, they met with a re- 


sponse from the congregation that 
would have gratified the soul of Dr. 
Coffman. Each Sunday there was a 
capable speaker with a timely message, 
and not for a single Sabbath during 
the seven months that the church was 
without a pastor did the ‘attendance 
or the offering fall below the standard » 
of the preceding year. 


But there must be another shepherd 
for the flock. A committee composed 
of Rowland H. Harned, Parke T. 
Burrows, William R. Johnson, Ed- 
win B. Lindsay, and Ernest C. Heuck, 
Jr., (representative of the young peo- 
ple at their request), traveled over 
8,000 miles in a period of five months, 
interviewing the ablest ministers and 
studying their work. 


Alfred S. Nickless. The new pas- 
tor arrived in time for the Mothers’ 
Day services, 1935. The Rev. Alfred 
Samuel Nickless, D.D., was born in 
England and ‘trained in the Presby- 


Enjoying Christmas Eve together are the members 
of the Nickless family, left: Lester, Dr. Nickless, Helen, 
Mrs. Nickless, and Margaret. 
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terian Theological Seminary at Chi- 
cago, coming to this charge from the 
First Presbyterian Church of San 
Francisco, California. At his installa- 
tion, May 28, 1935, the sermon was 
given by The Rev. John Timothy 
Stone, D.D., President of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary and Past Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly. The 
charge to the pastor was delivered by 
his younger brother, The Rev. Percy 
M. Nickless, D.D., Pastor of the Cen- 
tral) Presbyterian Church of Des 


Moines. 


Dr. and Mrs. Nickless and their 
children, Lester, Margaret and Helen, 
entered into the life of the church 
and community, and the work went 
forward without interruption. 


The depth of the depression had 
passed but the financial situation was 
still difficult, many members having 
lost heavily in business. Some of the 
generous contributors had died and 
others had moved out of town. The 
church missed their spiritual influence 
as well as their gifts, but the, great 
organi-ation went steadily on with its 
“ork. 


The Church Today 


Now a hundred years has elapsed 
since that courageous little beginning 
in the wilderness. Thousands of de- 
~yout men and women have sacrificed 
that the church might live and grow. 
A membership of ten has multiplied 
to 1500, and the tiny log cabin has 
given place to ‘larger and larger edi- 
fices until a beautiful sanctuary and 
a commodious Bible School building 
have been attained. 


Instead of only an occasional ser- 
mon by a visiting minister, the church 
how maintains a sevenrday program 


’ 


with devotional, educational, social 
and recreational activities for all ages. 
The Church School, with an enroll- 
ment of 1,244 and an average attend- 
ance of 750, has’ nine departments 
ranging from pre-nursery to young 
people, beyond which are seven  or- 
ganized adult classes. The Home De- 
partment serves the shut-ins, and the 


~Cradle Roll, the infants; while the 


nursery takes care of young children 
whose parents wish to attend church. 


Clubs: The Society of Church’ 
Workers and the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society have been combined to 
form the Presbyterian Women’s As- 
sociation with five regular circles and 
three special groups: the Young Mar- 
ricd Women’s Circle, the business 
Women’s Circle and the Kirkwood 
Guild. They raise most of their funds 


‘by subscription, but still hold many 


festivals such as bazaars, hobby shows, 


_ banguets and teas. Other departments 


of the church sponsor special pro- 
grams also—concerts, pageants, and 
the Kermis, having significant social 
and educational value. 


The Presbyterian: Men’s. Fellowship 
is only two years old and is bringing 
together many fine businessmen who 
would not otherwise have an oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted. It spon- 
sored the first Father-Daughter Ban- 
quet on October 24, 1939, fostering a 
spirit. of comradeship between the 
men and the girls of the church. 


The gymnasium furnishes a wide 
variety of recreation. Departmental 
and class teams participate in inter- 
church tournaments. Two troops of 
Roy Scouts and one of Girl Scouts 
now have a total enrollment of about 


seventy-five. 
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THE FIRST MILESTONE 


Choirs. The ministry of music, 
under Mr. Oscar L. Gustafson, in- 
cludes the work of five vested choirs 
in which are enrolled over two hun- 
dred voluntary singers ranging from 
the fourth school grade to adulthood. 
For nine years he has carried on a 
systematic program of graded instruc- 
tion in music and musical apprecia- 
tion, cultivating the attitude of rever- 
ence and worship. 


Beginning with the children’s choir 
of Cecelian Carollers, on the basis of 
merit, the girls are promoted to the 
Intermediate Girls’ A Cappella Choir 
and the boys to the Cathedral Sing- 
ers. Young people of high school age, 
who have attained a high standard of 
musical accomplishment and measure 
up to the attendance and attitude 
qualifications imposed by the self-gov- 


Dr. A. 5S. Nickless “in consecration 


service for Edward Davis, son of Mr. 


and Mrs. Charles E. Grayson. 


erned group, are admitted to the 


Eventide Choir. 


“Our singing shall be to the glory 
of God” is the watchword of the Sen- 
ior Choir which provides the music of 
the morning worship services. With 
compensation in terms of musical ex- 


_ perience and spiritual growth, these 


men and women have consecrated 
their talents to the praise of the 
Master. 

Miss Grace E. Smith,. church or- 
ganist for twelve years, and her as- 
sistant, Laurance Smith, assist in 


training the choirs, serving at the pub- 
lic worship hour and on special occas- 
Professional musicians are vol- 
unteer accompanists for the children’s 
choirs,;: making valuable contributions 
to the training of the boys and girls. 
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Planning group of the. Eventide 
Fellowship in 1938, with Camp 


> 


Lincoln cabin in the background. se to “4 
. Peace 


Miss Alfreda Zarges at Camp 


Lincoln for the Eventide 


ship retreat. 


The Kermis in 1937 brought the 
world to Davenport, with cos- 
tumes, curios, and skillfully impro- 
vised scenery to depict foreign 
home life in a realistic way. Under 
the direction of Miss Zarges and 
Mr. Gustafson, the Festival had 
unusual educational and spiritual 
value. Thousands of adults were 
in attendance and one day a 
thousand school children took a 
miniature world tour under com- 
petent guides. 


Sunrise Communion Serv- 
ice at Camp Lincoln for 
the Eventide Fellowship re- 
treat in 1938. 


Left to right: H. A. Mc- 
Intosh, H. E. Johnson, Dr. 
A. S. Nickless, C. C. Min- 


ard, George Innes. 
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Pome D°- THESE YEARS 


Eventide Fellowship. The most 
unique work of the First Presbyterian 
Church is the Eventide Fellowship 
which has attracted nation-wide at- 
tention. Under the guidance of adult 
advisors, chief of whom are Miss Al- 
freda Zarges and Mr. Oscar Gustaf- 
son, the young people plan and con- 
duct the dignified Sunday evening 
worship services in the church sanctu- 
ary and then divide into small groups 
for the discussion of subjects that 
claim the interests and relate to the 
problems of youth today. The eve- 
ning is concluded with a period of 
fellowship for the combined group, 
with music, conversation, and simple 
refreshments, ending with the fellow- 
ship circle, the benediction and the 
taps in the distance. Thus the sanc- 
tuary is open to the young people, 
giving light for their guidance and 
fellowship in a world that is not al- 
ways friendly; and the youth is en- 
couraged to turn to the church with 
all his problems. 


Summer Service. Each summer for 
three days about eighty young people 
and their adult leaders meet at Camp 
Lincoln, and there in the spirit of de- 
votion, analyze the youth program of 
the church and make plans for the en- 
suing year. This retreat is a rich ex- 
perience for the youth. 


The Vacation Bible School has be- 
come an established summer activity 
for over two hundred boys and girls 
from four to fourteen years of age. 
- Young people volunteer their services 
as teachers and assistants. 


Every year a dozen or more young 
people are privileged to attend youth 
conferences, gaining deep inspiration. 
Others, along with adult leaders, take 


training courses at the Leadership - 


Training School at Wooster, Ohio. In 


fact, most of the present departmental 
leaders of the church school have had 
training there. ; 


Standard Training. However, it is 
not necessary for workers to go so 
far for training. The Scott County 
Standard Leadership Training School 
was organized a decade ago by Miss 
Zarges, who served as its dean for 
seven years. The First Church still 
takes a leading part in this work. 


Retreat. For the last four years 
the church officials and leaders have 
devoted one Sunday each autumn to 
a planning conference at Camp Lin- 
coln where the work of the preceding 
year is evaluated and that of the en- 
suing year is discussed. Addresses by 
laymen and the members show deep 
insight into the religious problems of 
the day. 


For Others. The First Church still 
shows its deep interest in the welfare 
of other people by contributing to 
many forms. of benevolence. It sup- 
ports The Rev. F. B. McCuskey as a 
pastor in India, and contributes annu- 
ally to the work of Miss Maye Dennis 
there and that of Dr. H. C. Anderson 
in Brazil. The Sunday School has for 
seven years contributed to the sup- - 
port of The Rev. J. T. Jones, Secre- 
tary of Work among the Negro race 
in the southern states. It also pro- 
vides two annual scholarships for 
ministerial students. 


There is a strong emphasis on 
Christian education as a part of the 
local church program and also for the 
higher training of the young people, 
many of the leaders giving time and 
money for the promotion of Presby- 
terian colleges and seminaries. At 
present five young men from the con- 
vregation are in training for Christian 
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leadership: Curtis Gruenau and Wil- 
liam Hage at the Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary in Chicago; Richard 
Hampton and Robert Spencer at the 
University of Dubuque; and Roger 
McShane at Princeton University. 


In order to meet the needs of a liv- 
ing, changing church in an age of 
transition, in 1938 the buildings were 
remodeled and redecorated at a cost 
of $13,000. For this purpose a gift 
of three thousand dollars was made 
anonymously. The sanctuary hymnals 
were presented as a memorial to Mary 
Ann McDonald, symbolizing the hap- 
piness she had experienced as a singer 
in the children’s choir. At the same 
time, a thanksgiving fund was used 
to provide a car for Mr. McCuskey 
to replace the one this church had 
given him seventeen years ago, and 
smaller gifts for Miss Dennis and Dr. 
Anderson. Three hundred dollars 


was given to Newcomb Church. 


Staff. Today the church employs a 
staff which includes the pastor, the 
minister of music and director of 
boys’ work, the director of religious 
education and young people’s work, 
the chureh secretary, the part-time 
treasurer, the part-time organist and 
assistant, and the janitor and assistant. 
The session consists of eighteen elders, 
the board of trustees of nine members, 
‘the board of deacons, nine; and the 
educational council, fifteen. However, 
were it not for the splendid coopera- 
tion of the entire membership, the far- 
reaching program of the church could 
not be carried out. 


100 Years 


This is the church that has grown 
from that small beginning in the 
wilderness, a church to which over 
6000 people have at some time 


Ceremonial of the Eventide Fellowship 
in which a faggot for each member is 
bound to the Cross with bonds of loy- 


alty, humility, sacrifice and service. 
Richard Hampton places the bundle of 
faggots on the altar as Phyllis Jones 
repeats the four-fold pledge. 


pledged their loyalty, a church which 
has raised over a million dollars for 
local expenses and nearly half a mil- 
lion for the promotion of the King- 
dom of God outside of Davenport, a 
church that has started five other 
churches in the county and given as- 
sistance to many more. The influence 
of this great church in the community 
cannot be measured, for it has cooper- 
ated in countless movements for civic 
and cultural improvement, and has 
given to the world hundreds of stable 
Christian homes and unnumbered 
consecrated men and women. 


This church stands as a memorial to 
the faith, courage and sacrifices of 
that littke band of pioneers and their 
train of followers who have built the 
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BERIND THESE YEARS 


great structure of today. In the spirit 


of humility and reverence, the cen- 
tenary of its founding was commem- 
orated in the spring of 1939. The 
making of the church was vividly 
portrayed in “The Church in Retro- 
spect,” the sermon by The Rev. Dr. 
Nickless on March 5. Further appre- 
ciation of the work of the founders 
and builders was developed in the 
youth program at the Presbyterian 
Rally a few days later. 


The pioneer atmosphere was pro- 
duced at festive social occasions by 
the use of costumes, furniture and 
decorations loaned from the treasures 
of many Davenport families. Ban- 
quets were served by the light of 
candles and kerosene lamps on tables 
laid with rare glass and antiques. 
Amid the picturesque scenes and the 
flutter of gay costumes was the somber 
note of hardship and privation which 
was set at naught because of the de- 
votion of the stalwart characters. 


Messages. Many sides of frontier 
life were reverently presented in the 
_ pageant, “Behind These Years,” on 
March 30. It was more than a _his- 
torical dramatization, for it was in 
close keeping with the stirring mes- 
sages brought by such speakers as The 
Rev. Charles W. Welch, D.D., Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.; 
The Right Rev. Harry S. Longley, 
D.D., Bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Diocese of Iowa; The Rev. 
George Arthur Frantz, D.D., Pastor 
-of the First Presbyterian Church of 


Indianapolis; The Rev. David I. 
Berger, D.D., Dean Elect of Coe Col- 
lege; and The Rev. Bruce McCul- 
lough, D.D., Pastor of the Presby- 


terian Church of Clinton, Iowa. 


Of unusual significance were the 
devotional services conducted by Dr, 
and Mrs. Robert E. Speer of New 
York. The men and women who wor- 
shiped with them were inspired to 
dedicate their lives anew to the work 
of the kingdom and to live courage- 
ously the simple teachings of the Man 
of Galilee. 


The Sacrament of the Holy Com- 
munion took a richer meaning at the 
one-hundredth Easter services of the 
church, blending the great forces of 
the past with those of the present in 
a stream of consecrated power that 
flows on into the coming centuries. 


The Milestone. We, the men and 
women, boys and girls of the living 
present, now stand at the.first mile- 
stone, holding in our hands the herit- 
age of the past and in our hearts the 
deep gratitude for those who have 
placed their offerings on the altar of 
sacrifice that the Church of Christ 
might: live. 

Behind us lie the vast frontiers 
subdued by our forefathers and be- 
fore us stretch the limitless expanses 
of the years to come. Just as our fore- 
fathers encountered an unknown 
wilderness, so we are facing an un- 
charted future. What heritage will 
we pass on to the generations yet to 
come? 
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THE FIRS T..MILES TONE 


. The speaker at the Centennial Ban- 
quet was the Rev. Charles W. Welch, 
D.D., Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church. He is 
shown (right) with Dr. A. S. Nickless 
(standing) and W. R. Johnson (left), 
Chairman of the Centennial Committee. 


Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer and the reception committee that welcomed them to 
Davenport for the Centennial celebrations. Standing: Mrs. A. S. Nickless, Mrs. Clifford 


Baxter, Arthur Holstrom, Mrs. Speer, Dr. A. S. Nickless, Pastor; George Innes, Mrs. 
Innes. Seated: Dr. Speer and W. R. Johnson. 
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100th Anniversary Program 
1839-1939 


Sunday, March 5, 11:00-—Sermon, “The Church in Retrospect” by Dr. A. S. Nickless 


Thursday, March 9, 7:45—Presbyterian Rally—Worship Service by Eventide Fellowship 
“We Mould the Eager Dreams They Left Us,’ by Dr. Bruce McCullough, Pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church at Clinton, Iowa. 


Sunday, March 12, 11:00—Sermon, “The Church in Prospect,” by Dr. A. S. Nickless 


Thursday, March 16, 6:30—Centennial Banquet—Guest Speakers, The Rev. Charles 
W. Welch, D.D., Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of the U.S.A.; The Right Rev. Harry S. Longley, D.D., Bishop of Episcopal Di- 


ocese of Iowa. 


Sunday, March 19, 11:00—Sermon: “What Is Christianity?” by Robert E. Speer, D.D., 
LL.D., Litt.D. 


Sunday, March 19, 7:15—-Sermon: “The Revelation of Christ,” by Robert E. Speer, 
D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 
Worship Services daily this week led by Dr. and Mrs. Speer. 


Sunday, March 26, 11:00—Sermon “Man’s Extremity, God’s Opportunity,” by Dr. 
A. S. Nickless. 


Thursday, March 30, 7:45—-Pageant, “Behind These Years,’ Oscar L. Gustafson, Di- 


rector 

Sunday, April 2, 11:00—-Palm Sunday Theme, “Behold, Thy King Cometh,” by Dr. 
A. S. Nickless 

Thursday, April 6, 7:45—-Maundy Thursday, Holy Communion 

Friday, April 7, 12:00 to 3:00——-Good Friday Service 
7:45—Exeerpts from Lenten Cantatas by All Choirs 

Sunday, April 9, 6:30—-Sunrise Easter Services 


9:30—Sermon, “Eternity in the Heart’ by Dr. A. S. Nickless 
11:00—Centennial Easter Communion with Reception of 109 new members 


Thursday, April 13, 7:45—Dinner in honor of all new members who united with the 
church during the past year; Guest Speaker, The Rev. David I. Berger, Pastor of | 
the First Presbyterian Church of Muscatine, Iowa. 


Sunday, April 16, 7:15—University of Dubuque, A Capella Choir 


Thursday, April 25-—Annual Meeting of the Presbytery of Iowa City 
6:15-——Dinner in honor of the Presbytery—Guest Speaker, The Rev. George 
Arthur Frantz, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis, Indiana 
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BEYOND THESE YEARS 
By ALFRED SAMUEL NICKLESS, D.D. 


Chapter VIII 


As we have read the pages of this 
book we have been looking at our 
beloved church in the light of one 
hundred years. We have seen some- 
thing of her glorious past, from the 
day of very small beginnings. We 
have. glimpsed something of her 
struggle and growth in days that were 
difhcult, coming right through years 
of great testing to her present period 
of achievement and realization. We 
pay our high and gracious tribute to 
all those worthy souls who from the 
very beginning gave themselves in un- 
dying devotion, and rich, consecrated 
and self-sacrificing service, in order 
that we might share in the priceless 
heritage which it is ours to enjoy 
today as a church. Now we stand 
upon the threshold of another cen- 
tury. It is ours to build, upon the 
work which has already been accom- 
plished, an even more glorious church. 


Our thought here deals with the 


church of the living present and the 


still more dynamic and challenging 
future. There is a word which comes 
to us out of the recent world confer- 
ence of Christians held in Madras, 
India last year—“Let the church be 
the Church.” This is what the First 
Presbyterian Church’ of Davenport, 
Iowa must continue to be, never a 
society or club but “the Church.” She 
will only continue to be this as she 
ever seeks to help boys and girls, 
young men and maidens, men and 
women, to gain and hold a sense of 
the true meaning of life as revealed 


and interpreted and made possible by - 


the great head of the Church, Jesus 
Christ. As we strive in our fellow: 


ship as members of this church to 
keep alive an awareness of the reality 
of God in all of our life. 


Theology is important, laws and 
principles of conduct are necessary, a 
clear-cut philosophy is always helpful, 
but that which comes to the heart and 
satisfies the soul is the message of a 
living person. We must continue to 
believe as did our forebears in the in- 
vincibility of the church as long as she 
remains true to her Living Lord. 


First Church has come through 
some very dark days within the last 
century, and it may be that even 
darker days are ahead in the light of 
all of the events which are transpiring 
in our world today. But the fact that 
the church universal has — persisted 
through nineteen hundred years, and 
our own Presbyterian communion has 
lived through one. hundred years 
within the larger fellowship of the 
church of God, should be sufficient -to 
strengthen our confidence in her as 
she faces the future, providing she 
continues true to the divine mission 
entrusted to her. 


This mission our church will find 
in the consciousness of the unique re- 
lationship which is ever the church's 
when she lives in closest. relationship 
with Him who is the living Savior and 
Lord. Let our church continue to pro- 
claim unceasingly and fearlessly the 
Kingdom of God’s distinctive message 
to a world needing that message, and 
faithfully serve as an organizing fac- 
tor for the Divine Kingdom in rela- 
tionship to life in every realm. For 
the individual still needs that which 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS 


the church alone can give, not only 
in comfort and guidance but in con- 
viction and challenge. 


But not only does the individual 
need the cleansing winds of God’s re- 
deeming grace to sweep through his 
life, but also those other vast areas of 
life as they confront us today. Our 
homes must yield to the pervading in- 
fluences of God’s truth and light. Our 
social life must be brought more and 
more into the Kingdom of God do- 
main. Our commerce and industry 
must recognize that their only pledge 
for continuance is as the principles of 
the Galilean are taken seriously with- 
in these realms, our politics both na- 
tionally and_= internationally must 
come under the sway of the teachings 
and influence of the Prince. of Peace 
or else we ‘are headed for the jungle 
as nations. 


So from out of the walls of First 
Church let there continue to go in 
ever-increasing numbers those who 
are imbued with these ideals. Let 
there go also those outstanding young 
men and women thoroughly trained, 
intellectually equipped, stalwarts in 
Christian character, full of fervor and 
zeal who are definitely committed to 
the Christian emprise as ministers and 
missionaries. 


Within the church let us come to 
feel our oneness in increasing strength 
in one united fellowship in connection 
with the different organizations and 
departments of the church’s life 
which have come to mean so much to 
the life of the members of our com- 
munion, educationally, socially, and 
sniritually. Never should we lose our 
conception of the church in its rela- 
tionship to the city, the state, the 
nation and the world beyond our own 
national boundaries. For no church 
can live if it is parochial in its outlook 


and spirit. And one of the glories " 
First Church has been revealed i 

this, that even before the mrt he 
church edifice was fully paid for, the 
membership of nearly five hundred 
was supporting a full-time Christian 
missionary in another part of the 
world. What should not a fellowship 
of nearly fifteen hundred souls be 
doing? 


We rejoice that so much has been 
done through the consecrated labors 
of heroic souls to give our church the 
leadership which she possesses, in the 
splendid educational program, the 
school of choirs, the devoted labors of 
men and women in their respective 
fields, along these avenues we are able 
to translate the experiences of a vital 
Christianity, which is for life’s every- 
day. Our prayer is that increasingly 
the conviction may possess us that it is 
only as the power which is beyond, 
works through us for good in the 
world about us, will the church merit 
its right to continue through another 
one hundred years. For as one has 
expressed it, “The church which at- 
tempts to have Christ without sharing 
Him with others will surely die. The 
spirituality of the church at home, 
and its power to redeem those nearest 
is inseparably locked up. with its pas- 
sion for those who live in the far 
places of the earth. We must evan- 
gelize or perish.” 


All this means bigness of mind and 
spirit, venturesomeness and consecra- 
tion on our part. And ‘so we accept 
the unknown and untried future as a 
free gift from the hands of One who 
has not failed our church through 
these last one hundred years, One 
who has been with his church from 
the beginning, the Captain of our Sal- 
vation. With Him at the helm we 
face the future with confidence and 
courage. 
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Centennial Committee 


Executive Program Committee 
W. R. Johnson, Chairman Arthur J. Holstrom A: I. Naumann 


Mrs. C. A. Davis, Secretary George Innes Mrs. Otto Nobis 
Mrs. Clifford Baxter H. J. Lytle M. N. Richardson 
Harry B. Betty Mrs. H. J. Lytle Mrs. E. G. Senty 
Parke T. Burrows Mrs. Donald McDonald Eugene A. Springer 
Oscar L. Gustafson L. E. Milota Miss Alfreda Zarges 
: Purpose and Achievement 
Dr. A. S. Nickless W.R. Johnson . George Innes 
Co-Ordination 
W. R. Johnson L. E. Milota 
Meetings with Dr. and Mrs. R. E. Speer 
George Innes, Chairman L. M. Turnbull Hd, Lyttle Mrs. Clifford Baxter 
New Member’s Dinner 
Dr. J. C. Peart; Chairman C. C. Minard Mrs. Rose Johnson 
Don Healey Mrs. Jerry Jager 
History 
Mrs. E.G. Senty, Chairman - Ralph W. Cram Mrs. Thomas Murray 
Parke T. Burrows _ + Mrs. D. E. Stafford Alice N. Vogt 
Pageant 
Mrs. Donald McDonald, Chairman Roy W. McLain Laurance E. Smith 
Mrs. J. Ross Lee Mrs. Alton Collins Blair Johnson 
Mrs. C. H. Baxter Karl E. Madden Oscar L. Gustafson 
Mrs. E. G. Senty Floyd Whitted Mrs. O. L. Gustafson 
Exhibits ) 
Mrs. P. T. Burrows L. W. McKown Howard McLaughlin 
Mrs. D. E. Statford Burdick Richardson Mrs. Howard McLaughlin 
Roy McGimpsey Mrs. Roy McGimpsey 
Centennial. Dinner . | 
Parke T.’ Burrows, Chairman Cable Von Maur Charles L. Baker 
Mrs. H. J. Lytle Mrs. L. H. Kornder 
Building Remodeling 
George W. Cable, Chairman Edwin B. Lindsay George W. Bechtel 
Mrs. Fred Wyman Mrs. J. Ross Lee 
Centennial Building Fund 
Burdick Richardson, Chairman Charles L. Baker © Karl E. Madden 
W. P. Ammerman A. T. Danico Arno Meyer 
H. R. Bartlett Fred Glueck C. C. Minard 
A. R. Bawden Ernie C. Heuck Wm. Sanford 
Clifford Baxter Blair Johnson Don Shawver 
Frank Betty L. W. McKown John Shenk 
Harry B. Betty Jesse J. McShane Cable G. Von Maur 
Celebration Fund 
George Innes, Chairman Clitford H. Baxter Edwin B. Lindsay 
Harry B. Betty Grace Frank H. J. Lytle 
Publicity 
Arthur J. Holstrom, Chairman. Karl E. Madden 
Albert R. Bawden Oscar L. Gustafson 
Publication 
Eugene A. Springer, Chairman Bruce Crozier Mrs. H. J. Lytle 


Mrs, E.G, Senty , Alice N. Vogt 
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CHURCH STAFF IN 1939 
‘Alfred Samuel Nickless .......... 


wow Minister Ida Bo Hutchens .0020 0 ny  RERSUTEL 
Alfreda H. Zarges.....Educational Director J. J. McShane Benevolence Treasurer 
Oscar L. Gustafson...... Minister of Music Grace E. Smith. 00000000000... Organist 
F. B. McCuskey.. Missionary in India Laurance M. Smith......... Assistant Organist 
Alma Cale Lundberg... .. secretary, :-. Frank... By oLightmere 0295), . Sexton 
Mis. L: J. Yagey es... House Mother Eugene Lightner.............. Assistant Sexton 


RULING ELDERS 
Dr. Charles R.. Baker 
George Innes 
©. E. Johnson 
Edwin B. Lindsay 
C. Clyde Minard, Clerk 
Louis J. Yaggy 


TRUSTEES 
Parke T. Burrows 
George W. Cable 
M. N. Richardson 


Roscoe E. Beedee 
Earl A. Forkner 

William R. Johnson: 
Roy W. McLain 
Aaron I. Naumann 
Floyd Whitted 


Charles L. Baker 
Thomas J. Cowan 
H. E. Johnson 
Jesse J. McShane 
Dr..J, C. Peart 
Irvin H. Schmitt 


Harry B. Betty, President 
Albert R. Bawden, Sec. 
George M. Bechtel 


Harry J. Lytle 
Cable G. Von Maur 
Oliver Murray 


DEACONS 
W. P. Ammerman Harry W. Baker W. H. Heiny 
Arnold W. Meyer A. T. Danico E. C. Heuck, Sr. 


Harvey S. Bates Paul C. Cunnick Jerry Jager 


COUNCIL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Alfreda Zarges, Director 


A. S. Nickless, Pastor 


Ernie C. Heuck, Jr., Chair'n Floyd Whitted 


Roy W. McLain 


Mrs. Blair Johnson 


William R. Johnson 
Howard Makeever 


A. Il. Naumann, Supt. 

Mrs. L. M. Smith, Secretary 
Mrs. L. M. Turnbull 

Mrs. G. 8. Johnson 


CHURCH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 
General Superintendent—A. I. Naumann 

Pre-Nursery—Mrs. Dorothy Barlow Junior—Mrs. Paul Cunnick 
-Nursery—Mrs. C. Fred Miller Intermediate—Floyd Whitted 
Kindergarten—Mrs. Cecil Cook Senior—Carl Lundquist ~ 
First Primary—Mrs. Roy W. McLain Young People--Ernie C. Heuck, Jr. 
Second Primary--Dorothy Papes Cradle Roll—Mrs. Floyd Whitted 
Third. Primary-—Alfreda Zarges Home Department—Mrs. N. H. Ringstrom 


ADULT CLASS PRESIDENTS 
Brotherhood—Eugene Springer Fidelis—Jennie E. Burton 
Anti-Knockers—-George Van Houten and Opus Excelsis—Norma Shado 
Arnold W. Meyer Ambassador—Donald G. Healey 
Women’s Bible-—Mrs. A. T. Henderson Westminster—Arthur. J. Holstrom 
are. Deo Juvante—Evelyn Rasche 


ORGANIZATION LEADERS 
Women’s Association—Mrs. J. Ross Lee Men’s Fellowship—Glenn Beavers 
Circle Chairmen—Mrs. C. J. Buhrer, Mrs. Kirkwood Guild—Ethel Lowry 
Harry Chesebro, Mrs. Wallace B. Eas- Business Women’s Circle—Mrs. W..F. Hunt 
son, Mrs. W. J. Fowler, Mrs. Noah B. Girl Scout Leader—Mrs. H. E. Hempel 
Hage Scout Masters—Leslie Wright and Malcolm 
Young Married Women—Mrs. L. E. Milota Jones 


VESTMENT GUILD 
Mrs. Roscoe Beedee, Choir Mother 
Mrs. Blair Johnson Mrs. Victor Sayer 
Mrs. Rose Johnson Augusta Westphal. 


Mrs. Clifford Chartier 
Mrs. C. S. Clevenstine 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS 
® 


RESULTS OF THE EVERY-MEMBER CANVASS OF 
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


As reported to the Session and Board of Trustees, May 1, 1939 


For Local Operations For Benevolences Total Amount 
Budget for 1939 : $21,267.00 $ 4,846.00 $26,213.00 
Amount pledged to date 21,669.76 4,131.70 25,801.46 


$ 302.76 above budget $ 714.30 short of goal 
Total amount pledged in 1939....... $25,801.46 


Total amount pledged in 1938........ 24, 169,25 

Increase over last year. $ 1,632. 21 
New members received between. May 1? SR and May T, “PSU tao cht aie La 
PRN sath, AN FIRNID G Bef00 aac Eh I~ EAMES RNR cs stan cece css BG i vargas tance deesg npteaa senso dancdoaiomesoiatide etaeastoreee» 1484 
: 1939 1938 
Members (or families) pledging the same amount as last year eee BOB 354 
Members (or families) decreasing their pledge Below’ last Years: cc. ccc cles cet 55 73 
Members (or families) increasing their pledge over last yea ecnsmemne 147 ' 140 
DR ME ROMNEY coh 2, ee eh SRE ht Dc iaspetsegs ctr renides unde hcandepcrs), REA ot adie citeei una ae ee 103 
EVAR) 1 cede Ge Lest ae: Re Sa a CR SS eo 670 

Pledges Grouped According to Amounts 

1939 1938 
Number pledging $ 13.00 (25 cents BAWECK OR 1695) Wot kcisde soe beth nasbs cae c ee 323 
Pa eg aay geo pe Caer ORM ARS ULE UT io nae E22 1 i a a ee PEAS CNR pr earn [ST 122 
Number pledging $ 27.00 to : LACTATE SUE SENS hm enter teehee ae ee RARER RR) Per MWR || 115 
Number pledging $ 53.00 to $104.00 Ae ee, eet ee DS ek ae 42 74 
Peunmer pledwing “G10G:00 C6. S20R Ae ine es tea A iano tec ncaa 23 22 
Number: pledring $209:00 amd over c.ccicc can c itn hutch d Bee mann tints LT 14 
Total.:number: of © pled@es \0%.0...4gL. 8 Be aes Tent eee hk ay. eee a ey 693 670 
Number of pledges of $1.50 a week or more... oo Rae ices Pe Sie Ter cet en ia ay, 53 
Amount of pledges of $1.50 a week or more... 2 DNAS ie AS Eset iy $11, 644. 00 
Git OF. AMER LATTA b leeks cw cnchcte arse ancsecdln cdalsetstusep ects oe ayy ak cken devs aviveele se tteateeed tee wr per cent 


Determination Sunday 


Number of pledges) turned in on Determination Sunday and the suceceding week, before 


the Every-Member Canvass ree 7 eee Solna ce 
Number of pledges resulting cea the Canvass... . BR art Bia sakes hi si facsee aR ak ea el hsian NEE 
4, V4 122s a MAS Fe Stel aR IR PCS A PS SMR ATER Gare, 2 Yo ie Nee 2 ROR ae a AE oe tear ens ee 
Amount of pledges made before the Every-Member Canvass~- 
BOL ELOGE PARES OS ns. banc eee ahi Technet SR ocean Rainn, Cee Cheatin DUS OL Ona @ 
Poy «PONG Foes o lids die dee mica te ssotmnnritenuantesininsteinnnntenent shines 3,410.04 
Url eee ease, LS EY ache es DOS $19,427.00 
Amount resulting Fie Ie eases Ainnber: Saadaees! ESET Re bee TEN ARS $ 6,374.46 
THe) AAO aE PIGUE CU. Cn. caiwod os atertunestins ae WE SESE R Poe ee et Se $25,801.46 


The demand on the members has been unusually heavy this year.’ There have been three major 
drives for funds: the Budget, the Centennial activities, and the remodeling and redecorating pro- 
gram. Over $40,000 has already been subscribed to be paid this year into these three funds. Some 
who have not yet pledged will make contributions before the end of the year. With care in the 
expenditures, the Church should be able to close its books on December 31 without a deficit. 


We thank all who have participated in the drive to make this achievement possible. 
Respectfully submitted, 


CABLE VON MAUR and 
ALBERT KR. BAWDEN, Co-Chairmen 
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FINANCES FOR 1939 * 


Receipts: 
ee RTEL PAAR ra NI REE Og PU Nite ea Otc tice ass tich eA ccc hed obtener tg ee $ %o0.00 
Jace © SUN RIS OW MEREM COALS: « TOUR AN) © LOMO eci8 a5: sccecactvnsssiaieos eco anya Rawat Oeene ditch mumanhee gen 
OCs BUDRCER SCIOTO: TIC VATi si Mbp aal.ds astin.ccscinbsavcsnocutuclodegthandasuaeccdeittonstectar 19;000.00 
Loose collections .......... Peek Gk We Naito gste Rotate is endl cn atasetink a aed RL RE 
For benevolences and Deacons’ Fund*....... Se dah ues SIA ui ae ee FO 
PELECR LUNE 7 TENSEI NS TULLE BER es eM ee Gere ois eacneand ea tneadeetale a ioae Reph too dowd rade 250.00 

RLV Tp RRMMORIR EIU | La) § Anam oa corel cit Ce OT EN i a ee eae tae $25,695.00 

Disbursements: 

General Assembly Tax 1988-89. .c i cccccssetnee De ee te St tee Nt Re ty aT he 
Pension Board .... . ; CAE SO Stace rekien tt RM ET co Rants EER SSE EY 471.00 
Benevolences and Deacons’ Fund*. SS Rae. OSA WERE Se ROP Tee Cea ied eee 3,000.00 
Salaries Ba reesei AAC eae HET MRS Pn heels, 1 ean Meee tBu dans ckkusrs scbsaearcee es doe ceahicearebedotagl pokes MGR NEO) 
ME cena econ ck Nee tes is Ra Meyiae Say aera ner ae ee Se ee RE ES BLN seth aas 650.00 
MOUS  FOODIC‘S WOOK. Sistas nse SnGe een tomeninuns Pee er ANON Abed MN Fae 600.00 
Office supplies, Bpattng. postage son a Ay ied casein Ole... ee eae ee LR OD 
Telephones ........ bes Rg 5 Rt Salle? Sa A a SR. SE 225.00 
Light, gas, power, Wiad. GAEL ee ee a 570.00 
COED vim Paes Se oy SEN od GIP OR Se VER OE, od eS Tee eR BE Crt eee A AE coe 900.00 
Sexton's supplies. as PEC Y EIA MIE re RP Vs RO Bee EE Rela ae hoe tk or Sok 50.00 
Repairs and replace PEER ES, TNS AONE Dae se WAN eM el OR ERAN) PLA EN Ra eR 1,500.00 
Car up-keep _ ......... 1230 CES Baer E DUT ANTE! \e EE MD ee ER ALE is 450.00 
Duplex envelopes and ‘incidentals... eo Wt a PR Le Ae Se Sie ma Renee Ee 176.00 
Note at the bank... Sree I FRY arian Pe We, Me CLT Perr, 3 Wennk hc ain Sed a 700.00 

bi aja ipuan BSD op dette ¢ wet ah RMR Me RTC Crt Aes ne a Ue Pe UR Leeann. y+ i Bsy + ANY 

On hand January 1, 1940... URE rer ae Cs a PR) Aaa ea. ae em yee er Ma 


ee mee NCR eliety te: ici» Ae A RO iN Cs PR 2 a $25,695.00 


*This report is made on December 1, 1989, and includes estimates of expenses and contributions 
for the remainder of the year, aNowing for all bills to be paid. 


**This report does not include the contributions and special gifts of organizations sent direct, 
which forms of benevolences for 1938 amounted to $1,700.00; nor does it imelude the special 
Centennial funds reported below. 
Respectfully submitted, 

-MRS. IDA B. HUTCHENS, Treasurer 


CENTENNIAL REMODELING AND REDECORATING 


Total cost (including interest on money borrowed to meet all bills as incurred). $12,200.00 
Amount of pledges* paid to December 4, 1989... .... ts sty Reh 911,363.08 
Amount of: pledges unpaid to December 4, 1939 mY 585.58 


Total amount pledges to this fund whe va . .. $11,938.08 
Amount not yet subseribed + Wie ‘ 4 cee SSN? 261.92 


TINS RIEL 3b has. SS Te ah ees Neat a Sh : $12,200.00 


"This figure includes an anohymous gift. of $3, 000 - in eau ETRE on : sopeuliabels that the bal- 
ance be raised by the Church. 
Respectfully submitted. 
BURDICK RICHARDSON, Chairman 


CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION FUND 


Pledges paid in to December 1, 1939... ccc cesses BoA, Gok crn et te Sh RU, OA 
DAO MOBE UE, COO TCOR TITEL THEOL RING@S © Sic: cai vomemserdied. dacabatica Capegioetoretiscsteshitch Paice bantsntaii adnan’ e4i- 29 

ES it Or | URN oe. OR LRT UMRAO Ce eine Rms cee ch eetarac autre $ 2,369.29 
Centennial Gifts~ - 

ee. B. Maeteie kew.., LG, STO CBE etch cr wcest costes oe ieentroenensaarnen ane Rees Wares By Be, 

To Miss Maye Dennis, on furloughin. oc oo. Reon ORS Ew as aes at ta 100.00 

ry TI Bas ke cee ata TAESUZT Ss paces sunnantanss is RN gh AG, Rene ehh 100.00 


Total Gifts. ..... acon ¥.200:00° > 
Centennial speakers, banquets, pageant, spee ial ‘programs ‘and ine ide ntuls K63.30 
Cash on hand December 1, 1939 Sait ents eat ; He sah 305.99 


PMISMERERL. | sa satiiy Acti dhose Bapt eevee eae ok se Eivhaits st $ 2,369.29 
Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE INNES, Chairman 
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BEHIND THESE YEARS 


CHARTER 


4 
The first Articles of Incorporation for the First Presbyterian Church were 
adopted in the annual congregational meeting on Tuesday, January 8, 1851, 
and recorded two davs later in the Recorder’s office of Scott Countv. Iowa. 


They were revised when the property at Seventh and Brady Streets was 
purchased and new Articles were adopted in 1897 when the present church 
site was purchased. These substitute Articles of Incorporation are the ones 
under which the church is operating at present. 


“ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION” 


“FIRST—The name of this Corporation shall be First Presbyterian Church of Daven- 
- port, and same shall-be a continuance of The First Presbyterian Old School Church of 

Paver port and by said new name it shall be the owner of all the property now owned 
by the present Corporation, and shall have perpetual succession, may sue and be sued 
in its Corporate name, and may make contracts and acquire and transfer property as 
herein provided. The principal place of transacting business of said: Corporation shall 
be at Davenport, in Scott County, Iowa. 


“SECON D-—The particular business and objects of said Corporation are and shall 
be as follows: 


‘“(a) To establish, support and maintain in the city of Davenport, Scott County, 
Iowa, permanent, public, religious worship and services, including the preaching of the 
Gospel, according to the doctrines, rules and usages of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, and in connection with, and under the direction and govern- 
ment of the General Assembly and the subordinate jurisdictions of said church as estab- 
lished by the constitution thereof; and same shall be a Corporation not for pecuniary 
profit. 


“(b) For the purpose of maintaining such religious worship and. service, to. acquire 
‘and purchase such real estate as will be necessary for the purposes of such Church, and 
to hold such real estate as now belongs to the original Corporation, and also such real 
estate as may hereafter belong to the Corporation under its new name, and said new 
Corporation may without further authority, acquire title to the property recently pur- 
chased for the uses of said Church, and now standing in the name of George W. Cable, 
Trustee, to-wit: Lot No. Five (5) and the East Half (Y%) of Lot No. Four (4) in 
Block No. One hundred and eighteen (118) in Smith and Kelly’s Addition to the City 
of Davenport, in Scott County, lowa, and to erect and maintain thereon a church edifice 
or house of worship and to erect such other buildings including a parsonage house or 
manse for the Pastor of said Church as may be necessary: or proper for the promotion 
of the objects of said Corporation. 


“(c) To take and hold, manage and control any property, real or personal, which 
may be given, devised, or bequeathed to said Corporation for the promotion of the 
objects thereof, and to grant, bargain, sell and convey any property, real or personal, 
which may at any time belong to the Corporation. 


“(d) No additional future purchase nor sale of real estate for this Corporation shall 
be made except in accordance with a vote of the majority of members of the congrega- 
tion present at a regular or special business meeting held after and by virtue of duc 
notice given from the pulpit on the two successive Sabbaths previous to said meeting, 
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“(e) The business affairs of this Corporation shall be managed by a Board of Six 
(6)* Trustees, two of whom shall be elected on the second Wednesday of January in 
each year, at which time the regular annual congregational meeting shall be held, and 
when so elected such Trustees shall continue in office for a term of three (3) years and 
until their successors are elected. The present Board of Trustees shall-be A. Burdick 
and A. F. Cutter, whose terms of office shall expire in January, 1898; W. H. Wilson 
and W. A. Blair, whose terms of office shall expire in January, 1899; and George W. 
Cable and C. J. Von Maur, whose terms of office shall expire in January, 1900. 


“(f) There shall be elected at each annual congregational meeting, a Treasurer who 
shall hold his office for one year, and until his successor is elected, 


‘“(g) In case of a vacancy in the office of Treasurer, or in the Board of Trustees, 
such vacancy shall be filled by the remaining members of the Board of Trustees until the 
next regular annual congregational meeting. 


“(h) The Board of Trustees shall hold meetings at such time and place as they may 
determine. 


“(i) Special meetings of the Congregation may be held at any time, upon due notice 
from the pulpit, as hereinbefore provided. 


‘“(j) In case of sale of real estate or personal property owned by this Corporation, 
the proper deeds or other instruments of conveyance shall be executed by the Trustees 
in such manner as the Board of Trustees may order after due authority given them by 
the Congregation in the manner hereinbefore provided. 


“(k) This Corporation shall begin business under these new substituted Articles on 
the first day of February, A. D., 1897, and said Articles shall continue in force for Fifty 
(50) years thereafter. 


“(1) These Articles of Incorporation may be amended, altered or repealed or new” 


Articles of Incorporation may be substituted therefor by the affirmative vote of Two- 
thirds (2/3) of the members present at any regular or special meeting called in the 
manner above provided. . 


“Be it further Resolved that after the adoption of these resolutions and substituted 
Articles of Incorporation by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present 
at this meeting, a certified copy of said Resolutions and Articles shall be made, attested 
by the Trustees of the Corporation, and duly acknowledged by them, and said Trustees 
are hereby. authorized, instructed and directed to have such certified copy filed for record 
in the Recorder's Office of Scott County, lowa, on or before February 1, 1897, and 
they are further directed to take such other and further action as they are advised is 
necessary to perfect and put in force these substituted Articles of Incorporation.” 


The above substituted Articles of Incorporation were adopted by a rising vote, every 
member present voting for the said: Resolutions and substituted Articles of Incorporation, 


January 12, 1897, and attested the same day by: 
Anthony Burdick 


A. F. Cutter 

-W.H. Wilson 

W. A. Blair 

G. W. Cable 

C.J. Von Maur 
Trustees 


*These Articles of Incorporation were amended on April 23, 1914, in order to increase 
the number of members of the Board of Trustees from six to nine, the number constitut- 
ing the Board at the present ume. 
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